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Tbe  Illuftration 


He  Couetousivretch^  to  what  may  we  compare  ^ 

better  then^iumf :  both  of  one  nature  are, 
On<e, grumble s^\i  other  grmts :  both  grofle  and  dullV 
hungry^ fiili  feedingyand  yet  neuer  /w//„ 
Eeieniblance  from  their  habits  may  be  had 
the  one  in  Furre^th'  other  in  Bnfiles  clad. 
.Sir/?  menhy  others  fweat  augment  their  pounds : 

the  Hog's  ftill  rooting  in  the  neighbours  groundso 
They  ney thcr  of  them  vpvvard  caft  an  eye, 
hoth  downeward  looke,  and  pray  on  what  they  fpie^ 
Nor  differ  they  in  deathjThtBratrne nou^t  yeilds 

till  cut  in  Co//eri,into  Cheekes  and  Shields^ 
Like  him  the  Ffurer  hovvfoeuer  fed. 

Profits  none  iiuing^till  himfelfe  be  dead. 
Both  with  the  Chriflmas-hoxe  may  well  comply 
/f  nothing  yeilds  till  btoke,Ti^e^  till  they  dye. 


Tlie  Englifh  Vfurer. 


j  I  fay  I  willhaueali 
both  Vfe  &  Jjrincipall. 


fmamJ 


Mintl:  ihe  J^fmttrt  dtfirf. 
Toroouionttb,  wallow  in  Mlrt. 


Caiuh  Efifi.  de  rfura, 
t  refnb.hene  confiitttta  nemo  foeneratsr  tolcrAhilis  efi.fed 
emMino  debet  e  Cenfortio  hominum  reijci  ;   An  Vfurer 

is  not  tolerable  in  a  well  eftablilLed  Common- 
vveale,but  vttcrly  to  be  reieded  out  of  the  com^ 
panyof  men. 


THE 

ENGLISH 


VS  VRER, 

OR 

VSVRY  CONDEMNED, 

Br 

Tlic  mod:  learned  and  famous  Di* 

U'incs  of  the  Church  of  England^  and  Dedi- 
cated to  all  his  Maiefties  SubiedtSj  for     • 
the  ftay  of  further  increafe 
of  the  fame. 


Colledled 
B7  loHN  Blaxton  >  Preacher  of 

Gods  Word  at  Ojmington^  in  T>6rcet-fhire„ 

Calmn^  Epift.  de  VfurSo 

jideb  plHf^Ham  rarum  eU  eundem  ejje  hominem  proi>um  h 
fxneratprem'  It  is  more  then  rare,  (  or  it  is  very  leldoms 
feshe,)that  one  and  the  fame  perfon,  fiiould  be  boffa  an 
faoneft  man,and  an  vfarer. 


Printed  by  lo  h n   N  o  rt  o  n  ,  and  are  to  bee  fold 
^  by  I  Q  B  N  L  o  j<  Gj  in  l>orch(^fr,  1^34. 


:^bQbns , 


nn-ffi 


To  theReader 


i 

Here  are  fome  commit  vfury ,  not  ^^^^  i*^"^^ 
knowing  it  to  be  linne  :  eytherbe-^^^  vlurcrs. 
caufe  they  haue  not  the  Word, or, 
they  vfe  not  the  Word  for  the  cn- 
Jightning  of  their  hearts.    Thofe      g^g 
that  bee  ignorant  for  want  of  the  M'.  ^ofe]' 
Word  j  are  much  to  be  pitied  5  and  yet  is  their  want  Treatife  of 
that  way,the  iuft  punifhment  of  fInne.Thofe  that  are  vfury  Epi- 
ignorant  for  not  vfmg  the  Word^are  fharpely  to  Be  ^'^  ^^  ^^^ 
reproued,  as  thofe  whofe  ignorance  accrewing  from  ^^^^^^' 
theirownenegligence,ismeercfinne  vnto  them. /«   ^      n    j 
vtrifquemn  eftiufta  excufat'w,  fed  iufta  ^ondemnatio^^^fj'^ 
fayth  Auguftine,  Neythcr  of  both  can  iuftly  be  oi^Rom.Mh 
icafed^naycyther  ofboth  is  iuftly  to  be  condemned,  f^.ioj. 
OiJiers  commit  vfury,  and  ftand  to  excufe  it,  aJead- 
ging  for  thcmielues  the  authority  of  men  :  to  thefe 
lanfwer,  as  LaBant'm  did  to  the  Gentiles,  who 
grounded  their  religion  vpon  the  authority  'of  their  ^^^.'  ^^ . 
Ance^ours^  Id  folum  re  Bum  eft  ^quoi  ratio  py£fcriBit,  ^^'^^^^  *^' 
notthatwhich  men  fay;  but  that  which  reafon  war! ''^^'^'^•^•^•"' 
ranteth,  is  right  and  to  be  approued . 

^         '  A3  to 


To  the  Reader. 


r.xod'33.'i.       To  them  that  allciidge  examples,  lanfwerwich 

the  ancient  pioucrbe,  Fiuitur  vreceftis  mnexemjilui 

wc  mt^i^  Jfiieby  precepts  ,  and  riot  bycxamplas,' 

And  With  that  of  Mofesj  Then  (halt  not  fol^otv  Amuki^ 

tudmo-  do€  mil.  To  them  which  iuftifie  vTury  to  be 

lawful!,  T  ftand  not  hecre  to  make  anfwer  ;  for 

to  that  end  ferueth  thcftreatife  following.    One* 

Cyprian*      iy  ^    i   appHc    viito^  them  ^    ths.t  which  Cjfri* 

Dc  Simfli'  An  fpakc  o^  fonic  Teachers  of  his  time ,    -Am^ 

citate  /?r<e-  jpulantes  in  tenebrh  ,   habere  fe  lucem  exiftmant  2 

monm^  .  c^^.alking  in  darkenefre,  they  fuppofe  they  haue  the 

light.  ^"^ 

Diftruft  in  -  To  them  that  pretend,  they  cannot  othcrwife 
Gods  pro-  liue  ,  I  replie  :  that  they  may  accufe  themfeiucs 
uidcnce.theofiloth  and  idlenefTe,  of  infidelity  and  diftruft 
Vrurcrs  fin^  ia.Gods  piouidence.:.  which  is  indeed  the  Vfurers 
finfle,-'    " 

Others  yet  there  are,  who  knowing  the  prao> 

tife  to  bee  euill  3  and  themfclues  not  being  able 

^.   ,  to  exciife  it  5  they,  tume- their  nofe  vpon  the 

^^'imile.        ^,^^^  winde  5  like  the-  weathcr.Cocke  ,  and  like 

mad  men  rage. at  thofe  that  would  bindc  them 

for  their  benefit  :  and  are  like  the  Swine  of  which 

UsXrjel    Chrift  fpeaketh  in  the  Gofpell ,  who  when  they 

'     hauc  Pcarlcs  thrownc  before  them,  turne  ^igaiiiie^ 

and  all  to   rent  thofe  that  caft  them.    God  bee 

mcrcifull  vfito  thefe  kind  of  Vfurers  ,  and  con- 

S^miic* '  ti  ^^^"^  ^'^^'"  >'  (  i^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  3  ^  ^^  their.cafe 
is  defperate.  They  are  like  vntov^  fooliih  pa- 
tient ,  who  is  ready  to  flie  into  the  face  of  tlic 
Chirurgian ,  when  hee  fcarchetli  bis  wound,  vnto 

^  '        the 


To  the  Reader. 


the  bottomc  ,   for  the  curing  of  it.   What  will 
follow  hereupon  ?  Buttheruine  of  the  Vfurer  > 

Others  5  when  the  Miniftcr  prcachcth  againft 
V fury  5  encourage  thcmfelues   in. their  vnchari-, 
table  couife  of  life  ^  by  this  conceit  ;  that  it  is 
but  iiis  priuarc  opinion.    This  treatifc  will  make 
it  cuident,  that  ,  f^furj  to  he  vnUrrfull  y  proceeds  The  moft 
not  out  of  the  mouths  of  fome  few  Humorifis  in  iudicioua 
the  Country,  (  for  fo  the  Vfurers  account  them : )  I>iuine$ 
but  it  is  the  iudgement  of  thofe  who  fit  at  the  55J.       ^"^ 
Helme,  and  deferucdly  are  accounted  pillars  in  the     ^^^*  - 
Church  of  God. 

As  for  the  Author  of  this  Treatife  ;  vnder- 
(land,  that  hee  neyihcr  lendeth  ,  nor  taketh  vpon 
Vfury  :  for  hcefollowes  his  calling,  and  doth  not  vfurers  vile 
bufy  himfelfe  much  with  the  aftaycrs  of  the  world,  pcrfons  PC 
As  for  profeft  ^Vfurer-s  ,  bee  efteemes  them  as  45. 
vile  pcrfons  ,  in  whofe  eyes  they  are  moft  iuftly 
contemned  ,  but  hee  honoreth  thofe  that  feare  the 
Lord .  which  the  Vfurers  do  nor.  And  therefore  be- 
ing free  from  the  guiltineffe  of  this  finne  ,     he 
may  the    moove  freely  giue   fentcnce  vpon  the 
vngodlincfle  thereof  Judictt  \Ue  de  alterius  errore 
(  fayth  S.  ^mbrofc  )  qui  non  hahtt  in  feiffi  quod  ^^^^rcf.fw 
condcfmct   :  iudicet  ^  qui  non  agit  tadem  quts  in  alio  T'^ 3^^^^'*^* 
pttmierit  funienda,   '  Let   him    iudge  of  another  '^^^"'^^'* 
mans  default  ,  who  hath  rot  the  fame  fault  to 
condemne  in  himfelfe  :  let  him  iudge  of  another 
who  commitreth  not  the  fame  thing  which  hee 
decmeth  worthy  the  puniiliing  in  another. 

Know  niorcouer^that  he  is  a  thorough  conformable 

mar.ber. 


Member  and  Minifter  of  the  Church  of  England. 
And  for  the  Scope  of  this  Trcatife,.  it  is  for  the 
information  and  faluation  of  thy  foule,  and  his 

(a)  Si^uid  ovvne  foiilc.    Take  the  Treatifc^and  (4;)  ^iiie  pray- 

exvfntHo    ers  -for 

repenasf 
ii^vamepre- 
cthm  tu!-<s 
apud  denm ; 

cedemnon  Thy  fellow  membci'ia 

defderc, 

vdle,  CliriH:  lefiis, 


fohn.  "Blaxton, 


tJ^OOfl! 
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2  FfQjpi  larrfuU  Location  or  letting  .to  hire,  ^  From 
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Cfean  and  apt  Similie:f  to  which  vfur^  atfi^vfuieys-'are 
refemmd,  ^        ■       ,;•,.'  ;      ^ 

Anfr^treth  the  ohieBions  which  are  comnwnly  made  in  de^ 

fence  of  vfur^,     .  ■  •     '•  * 

.feu>;A|      -^      .  'CHAP.  7.  >v..\  ^^ 

That  i}fiirers  ars  bomd' to  r^pent^  and  to  mak  rejfitH' 
tion, 

a  The 


he  Names  of  the  mall:  Reuerenci 

md  learned  Bijhopfyand  of  the  rmft  learned  and 
ludiciall  Diuines  vfed  in  this  Treatilc». 


fi  Smdt     -^^      rj^rdibilTiopofrorM- 

2  Tcmell       f^^r^SKi^hopo^  Salisbury, 

3  King        Qumtsj^i^O^on^ondoft. 
^  4  Babingtori^        ^Bifhop  of  JVorcefter,- 

15  JOfonnam\  ;the  hammer  of  vfurers^  Lord 
Bishop  o^ Berry  in  Ireland. 
X^  Lal%\atQ  Lord  Bifhop  of ^^f^  and  wp//. 


fPie. 
j  ^///gf  „ 
Doaor<  Sclater. 
1  Tayler. 
X^mitk 
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j  TViUiams  '■ 

j  Sutton, 


irfviljtinfon. 
Smith, 
f^heatly^ 
2^od. 
Wiii.Boho)t. 
Perkinu 
Aditmss  . 
Pdwel, 
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IfScudder^. 

■Rogers  of 
TVefhersMd 
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U-Mefjing 
Rogers  of 
Dedham. 
NorthBrooh 
Phili^a 
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Moffe. 
.Fenton... 
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Siluefter, 
fvithe'rs. 
iJi^S^rles,> 


Tk 


The  Charitable  happy, 

.  the  Vfurers  accurfed«  "  >  • 


O!  thrice^  thrice  hapfj  hCiWhofe  free  defirtJ 
To  charity  <•  holy  fernor  firesi 
who  onely  minds  Gods  glory  ^  ly  bis  gift , 
jindneyghhoHTS  goo'd^vfithoHi  Jinifier  drift '^ 
Famine  (^familiar  vnto  rogues  that  f*t»ge) 
Shall  not  come  netre  his  garner ^nor  his  grange  5 
His  fields ^-Pfiih  Cornct  klfiindant  crop  jhall  couer^ 
His  vines  with  Grapes  ^  his  hedge  with  ^ofes  otter  y 
His  dowftes  with P^eepe, his  day ery -grounds  with  Neat 
His  mounts  with  Kjdj^is  moors  with  Oxen  great'. 
His  groues  with  drones  {inereafng  night  and  day\) 
His  htls  with  Hcards  jois  fmiling  meads  with  Hayi 
iHisfens  with  foulcyhis  pits,  andpooles  withFiJh ; 
'His  trees  with  fruits  yWith  plenty  euery  dijh  ; 
Content  and  health  {the  befi  of  earthly  blife} 
Shall euermore  remaine  with  him  andhts; 
Him,  pride  or  enuy  neuer  [hall  moleil ; 
Or  corf ne  care,  foe  to  repaSfand  refl* 
For^h*  all' fee  eye  Hill  carefully  refpech 
7 hi  Almner's  houfe,andeuer  it  protects  ^ 
Till  finally,  when  iufl'ice  endeth  all. 
Sweet  mercies  voyce  htm  to  heauns  KingdoMe  tuiki, 
But  th*  Vfurer  (  how-euer  here  hethriue 
fin  heards  and  hoords)  already  deadaliue 
(  No  heat  of  loue,  no  heart  to  giuc  a  mitf^ 

AT.  " 


Bh(kd  Jf  e  the 

mercifuIU 

Math.f.7. 


^vEtu 


XO,II,&C« 


Curfed  arc 
the  vfurts. 


The  Holy-one  theall-howeryWtll  not  know^ 
Shame  and  confnfiorf  [hdl  he-^fread  him  oner, 
Wifhing  the  hsles  to  hi'de^attd  hils  te  cdfer.* 

lames  ri3.    Ef^^„a/lfire  (hall  fry  his  thirflyveines-, 

Reuel.6. 1 5.16  j^^,^^aii dying  m  eternall  paints. 

His  eyesjif  nice  tolooks  *>«  l>4^<*rm  jore 
Shall  fwim  infulfhury  teorcs  {tortus Me  more , 
Te  [eeahoue,  in  blip  and  gUry  fife ^ 
WhomrmhlejfeherejjevfOHld  mtfee.tn  life) 
Hie  eares  here  deafevftto  de^rejfed  one4'. 
Shall  there  heare  horror  of  the  damned  gronesi  _   ^  ^ 
'i^r  (haUthevoyce  of  mercy  him  falHte,  ^.^^ 

•^mo)»efeB,to  needy  moane wot  mmei  ^■y^.^, 

Milliom  of  majfes  cannot  him  redeepte, 
NorallChttreh'treafHreeuerrAnfomehim^ 
From  all'thought'-paffng  pangs  of  wretch  f dnes  :^  , 

^s,endlep^i4^UMAn4^^~r^^^ 


.  i'ut^  ^i'> ,  i  twn  ^^ >a\ ~- 


V:*. 


On  Vfurers. 

OF  all  men  vs'rersare  not  lead  accurft; 
They  robbe  the  Spittle,  pinch  th*  afflicted  worft : 
In  others  gricfe  thcy'r  moft  delighted  in  ; 
Whilft  Giuers  fuffcr  for  the  Takers  finne : 
O  how  vniuft  a  trade  of  life  is  that, 
Which  makes  the  lab'rer$,leane,and  th*  idle,  fatte  ? 

Fb.A.  Qv  ARLES. 


Ft/£»ere  qui  lucTMrnfach,  efi  hemicitU  Catom, 
Furti  dupia,  huius  ^/tddrupia  mulblafuit^ 
Non  faeit  heudemj  friuatHr  hontre  fepnlchn 
^ui  tenues  luero  fanerss  auget  cpis  ♦ 
Serma  facer ^  pAtres^pitts  emnis  damntit^  At  vna, 

lohannes  Garbraudus 

Ox&nhnfis* 


TotheVfurer. 


JHefS  4uay  m§rs  Chriftiyfraus  mundi^  ^^oria  cueii^ 
£f  do/or  inferni^frnp  meditanda  tibi. 

Thy  deatb5the  death  of  Chriftjthe  worlds  tentatiooJ 
Heauens  ioyjheUs  rorment^be  thy  meditation. 

^L    ^      n  Mi^ftg^  M  Here  Bee  three  mofl  mtahle  helves  9  fa,  zod^ 
Ihrceproh-  wjfsm  rar^   /  /-^   j  /•       j         l  t\     j   -    » 
tablcheJpcs  ^  I^S  ^^^'A ^^Z/wf/fis/  r^  i'/ by  Dauid,  m?;;rfe 
of  a  godly    ffafi  l^fw  '8erfes  of.the  iig  Pfalmey  5  7. 0  Lord, 
life.  M^S^S^  ^    haue  determined   to   keepe   thy 

Pfal.119.j7  ^*^^^^*'   Word.  58.1  fiaue  made  my  fuppli- 
58,  5P'       cation  in  thy  prelence  witli  my  whole  heart.  59. 1 
See  Bb.    jj^i^^g  confidered  my  wayes ,  and  turned  my  feete  vn- 
Rom^S.  i".   ^^  ^^^y  teftiraonies ,    Determination  if  thefirfl:  It  if  a 
■  *   *  geod  thing  by  fetled  refilution  to  conclude  iriththf  felfe 
that  thou  ivflt  Hue  gedly.  Supplication  is  the  fecond:  ex- 
cept hj  continual  Prayer  thy  determination  bee  confirm 
med^and  flrengthned  by  grace  from  God^thyconclujions 
which  thovt  takefi  to  day^^al/zamjljtomorroif.Conf de- 
ration is  the  third ,  and  it  is  profit ahle  to  reduce  thee  4- 
■game  into  the  my  of  God^  fo  often  ^  af  mahne^e  thot* 

ftan" 


thou  vrandersfrom  it ,  contrary  to  thj  fir  ft  dacrmwativn , 
The[e  are  three  helps  to  keepe  thy  heart  in  the  rray  of  God : 
fo  necejjary  ,  that  if  without  them  thou  doft  any  norjir^ 
it  is  not  fosjilfle  but  thoufhalt  hefnared.  Fir  ft  therefore 
determine  toforfake  thy  f^fury^  and  to  make  reft itut ion. 
Secondly^  ftrmgthen  this  determination  by  Prayer  ^  fay 
trith  Dauid,cieate  in  me  aclcaneheartjO  God:and  re-  Pfal.  siiol 
new  a  right  fpirit  within  me.   Endine  my  heart  vnto  Pial.  itp.3^ 
thy  teftimonies.-and  not  w  couctouCnciTc. Thirdly ^con- 
fider  thy  former  conrfestrhen  thourvaft  a  theeuifh  Vfurery 
and  fay  with  OA,r  blefjedSauiour  :  What  is  a  man  pro- 
fited, ifhcfhallgaine  the  whole  world,  andlofe  his  Math.s^.i^ 
owne  foule  ?  Or'what  Hiall  a  man  giue  in  exchange  for 
his  {oulc?  Say  rvith  the  holy  ^poftle  S.  P4«/,  they  that 
will  be  rich,  fall  into  temptation  and  a  fnare  ,  and       •    ^   . . 
into  many  foolifh  and  hurtfliUIufts,  which  drownc  ^'^^"^  •^' 
men  in  perdition  and  deftrudion.  Finally ,doe  good,  ^  ^g  ^^  i 
berich  in  good  workcs,  ready  to  diftribute,  willing   '    '     ' 
to  communicate  ,   laying  vp  in  flore  for  thy  felfe  a 
good  foundation  againft  the  time  to  come,  that  thou 
may  ft  lay  hold  on  eternall  life.  Confider  trhat  I  fay^  ^  Tim.i,n\ 
and   the  Lord  giue  thee  znder [landing  in  all  thingr^ 
£4reppelL 


Thy  remembrancer;,   i. S. 


I         I  I     ■*■ 


THE   ENGLISH 

VSVRER: 

C  H  A  !>♦     I . 

Of  the  defimioH  of  Vfarjl 

,He  contraa  of  Vftiry  is  nothing  elfc  but 
illiberall  mutuation^and  may  thus  brief-  f^^Vc%}ff4m 
ly  be  defined :  Vfury  is  mutuation ,  or  in  pf.  i  j, 
lending  for  eaine#  This  briefe  defini-  P'^^i*"^ 
tion  doth  fully  ret  forth  the  true  nature  Vtury.dcancd, 

,„,^.._..______    of  Vfury  ,and  fufficiently  diftinguilhcth 

it  from  all  other  contrav^ts  whatfoeucr. 

FIrft  I  fay  it  Is  mutuation  or  lending^  which  is  alfo  SuhieBum 
prcfuppofed  in  the  Scripture,  Exod»ti.  25 .  and  the  vftera  mfi<^ 
fame  if  need  were  ,   might  be  proued  by  the  other  tuum^ 
relatiue ,  which  is  borrowing  :  for  lending  and 
borrowing  are  relatiues:  And  if  he  which  takcth  vp  mo- 
ney vpon  vfury ,  be  a  borrower ;  then  he  that  giucth  or 
pirttcth  it  forth  vnto  vfury,  is  a  lender. 

The  corttradl:  therefore  of  Vfury  is  a  contrail  of  len-  j^^  p^  \^^^^ 
<1ing :  now  in  the  c©ntra(^  of  mutuation  or  lending, diuers 

B  things 
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things  concurre,which  alfo  belong  to  the  nature  of  Vfury. 

2.  That  it  isof  fuch  things  as  are  fpentin  the  vfe,  and 
confift  in  quantitie,  that  is  to  fay  in  number  j  weight, 
or  meafure,  as  Money ,and  Viilnals,  Corne,Wine,Oyle, 
&c.  which  are  particularly  mentioned ,  BeHt*2i,i9i' 
Lcuit.i'i'l']* 

2»  And  therefore  is  alienation  not  onely  of  the  vfe^  but 
alfo  of  the  propertie ,  from  which  thevfe  (^of  fuch- 
-  things  as  are  Ipent  in  the  vfe)  cannot  be  feuered.    ; 

y»  As  the  property  is  transferred  to  the  borrower  ,  fo 
the  borrower  ftandcth  to  the  hazzard  of  the  tiling  boi* 
rowed  # 

4.  That  it  is  not  a  perpetuall  alienation  of  that  which  Is 
lentjbut  for  a  time, which  time  being  expired,  the  bor- 
rower is  bound  to  reftore  the;  |)i:in€ipalU 

5»  Becaufe  thethingborrowedistobe  fpentinthe  vfe,' 
therefore  the  borrower  is  bound ,  not  t©  rel^ore  the 
felfefame  particular  which  he  borrowed ,  but  fo  much 
in  the  fame  kind,or  the  fame  vale w. 

(5.- It  belongeth  to  the  nature  of  lending  ^  that  it  be  free 
andliberall«  And  this  is  that  which  followeth  in  the 
definition,  as  the  difference  to  dillinguifli  it  from  free 
iendingjthat  it  is  for  gaine. 

Vfury  is  for        By  gainc  is  ment  any  ad'dklonV  ouerplus,  or  in- 
gainc.  creafe,oucr  and  aboue  the  Principally  whether  it  bee 

money,  or  money  worth,  requirecf  not  for  the  indemnity 
Wluc^s  to^be  ^^^^^  Creditour,  to  faue  him  harmelefle ,  but  for  his 
cftcemcd  .  aduantage ,  to  make  hino  a  gainer  by  lending  ;  for  thac 
gaine.  oncly  is  to  be  ^cflcemed  gaine,  which  is  an  ouerpjus, 

clearely 
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clcarely  gotten  aboue  the  Principall.  And  whereas  I  fay- 
it  is  eyther  money,  or  money  worth  :  this  money  worth 
reacheth  farre ,  not  onely  to  goods  and  wares,  biu alfo 
to  labours  and  feruices,  and  whatroeuerelfe  being  va- 
luable by  money,  may  lawfully  be  let  or  ibid  for  money. 
And  when  I  fay  that  viiiry  is  lending  for  gaine,  it  is  mcnt,  y 

that  in  the  firrt  a6l  of  lending  vpon  vfury  ,  or  after- 
wards in  the  forbearing  ,  whereby  that  lending  is  con- 
tinued J  gaine  is ,  if  not  couenanted  for  ,  yet  at  the  lead 
intended.  So  that  where  there  is  a  couenant  or  intent: 
of  gaine  by  loane  ,  whether  it  be  in  the  firft  act  of  len- 
ding, or  afterwards  in  the  forbearing,^t  is  vfury :  and 
contrariwife ,  where  there  is  neyther  a  couenant  nor  in- 
tent of  gaine  in  lending  or  forbearing ,  there  is  not  vfury, 
though  there  be  an  ouerplus^  or  encreafe  receiued  ouer 
and  beiides  the  Principal!. 

The  Hebrew  word  Ne^eh^\^\}ciZ  ordinary,  name  to  ^^^         -^ 
vfignifie  vfury  ,  as  Fcenm  in  Latine ,  or  "'""f  in  Greeke,  or    ""    ^* 
Vfury  in  Englifh  •  For  the  money  which  is  lent  vpon  vfury, 
is  called  Nejheb,  a  biter  ,  or  which  biteth  :   and  the  The.^amcs  <» 
Hebrew  phrafe ,  which  fignificthtobe  lent  vpon  vfury,  ^"^•'' 
is  to  bite,as  appearethplainely,  Deut.'2'i-iQ'Thou  J1:>alt 
net  lerdvpofi'vfurj  to  thy  brother  money  or  meat  ,  or  any 
thing e/fe,  u^f^er  I/hal^y  uhich  biteth,  that  is  >  which 
is  lent  vpon  vfury.  For  whatfoeuer  the  Vfurer  lendeth, 
it  hath  teeth,  and  iawes  to  eate  andconfume  the  fub- 
ftance  of  other  men;  his  Come  or  viiSuals  which  were 
made  to  be  eaten,  doe  eate,  and  his  money  which  was 
made  to_.be  fpent,  doth  waft  the  fubftance  of  others, 
and  therefore  Hebrew  writers  doc  teach ,   that  in  the 
name  of  Vfury  is  encludcd  an^dmonition ,    not  to  bor- 
row vpon  Vfury  :  for  hee  which  taketh" money  vpon 
Vfury  ,  taketh  as  it  were  a  ferpent  into  his  bofome. 

This  is  confefled  by  Calm»e  himfclfe,  that  whereas 

B  2  vfu- 
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■Vrurersauoydthcname^<f/7?f/?,  which  fignified  biting,' 
asiheydoethe  name  VTury  among  vs,  as  being  odious,' 
and  therefore  alledged ,  that  they  tooke  not  Nejheh  bat 
Tarbith^  as  amonglt  vs  they  will  not  be  thought  to  take* 
Vfury,but  confideration,  vfance,  or  intcrcft :  therefore  the 
'mFiod.ii.ij  Lord  forbideth  as  well  Tar  hit  h^  Nifheh  ^  whereby  he 
tcviczs  3^.*  condemneth  generally  ^uamlilfet  fonts  acceJJionem{izyth 
C^/;»/«)  any  addition  or  increafc  aboue  thcprincipall.And 
ypon  Esjekiel  chap.i  8#  he  fayth  the  Prophet  condemneth 
not  oncly  Ne/heh  which  fignifieth  biting,biitalfo7'/fr^r>^, 
which  he  tranflateth  i»ffremeHtum^ncKi(e :  ^c  efi  (fayth 
he)  ^Htcquid  lucri  ftbi  avari  hom'tnes  cenciliant  ex  mutuo  ; 
that  isjWhatfoeucr  gaine  couctous  men  doc  get  to  them" 
lelues  by  loaneo 


C©^  forbMs 
biting  vfliry 
aid  incjcak  4 


Br.  Tinton 
Twatife  of    ■ 


^Unall  Vfury  is defcrihed  by  DJ".  Fen  TO  N,  to  be 
pa^inm  ex  ntMtuo  lucrHm^ 

Lucre  for  loane  vpon  couenanr ;  or 
Tlie  couenantof  lucre  for  lending  :   or  ■ 
Lending  ypon  couenant  for  lucre. 

So  that  thefe  xhxtt\^otdiiymfttuHm,paclHmjHcrumydiQt 
define  and  circumfcribc  the  entire  nature  of  that  Vfury 
whereof  the  mainequettion  is  made, whether  it  be.  lawfuU 
or  not. 

And  to  thefc  defcriptions  of  Vfury, agree  thofe  of  our 
moftreucrend,  andiudicious  Diuines:  "vide* 'D^^^iliH 
arpon  ExodnSj  p.  50^.  D^  Spfith  in  ffil/et  vpon  Leuitictis, 
^.62$.  Perkiffs,Com^.S,  Mr.  ^w//^,i8' Sermon  vpon  Vfir- 
ry»  Dr. -P/VjV furies  Sprightconiured,p.4.-PoB'f/j-pofition'S 
of  Vfury ,p.4.  Bb./«?B'<'/,  vpon  i  Thefl  p.  1 1 5.  ^rHefttu  de 
ffsnfciefJtfa,iih.$.cap.^/^,'D-*  f^i/fc ^jDitcouiCc  vpon  Vfury, . 
p.85 ,  Mf.  Mojfe,  Arraignement  and  conui<5lion  of  Vfury^ 

The: 
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C  H  AP.   2/ 

The  diftinclion  of  f^fun. 
FJUrj  if  eyther  Irward  and  Mentdl^  or-  Outn^a^d  and  ■ 

MEnwII  Vfuc-y  is  a  lending  for  gainc  without  co-  Mental]  vfuryw 
uenant,thatis,  when  the  creditor  onely  inten-  Ej'I^ort>mm 
dcth  and  looketh  for  gaine  by  lending  and  for-  inpr.  i  j. 
bearing  his  money,  but  doth  not  indent  orcQ-  P»  i^S* 
uenant  with  the  borrower  for  gaine.    And  this  may  be 
caIIed,theVfuryof  the  heart:  for  the  law  of  God  being  ^^^*7'  '4» 
ipirituallj  doth  not  onely  reftraine  the  hands,  and  out- 
ward man ;  but  alfo  the  intent  and  purpofc  of  the  heart  s 
inibmuchjthat  moral!  adions  though  in  fliew  goodgarc  to 
be  iudged  euill ,  if  they  proceed  from  an  ill  intent ,  and 
E^dto  an  ill  end:  for  he  that  intendeth  euill,  hath  the 
like  euill  will  with  him  that  worketh  euill :  and  he  which 
by  lending  onely  intendeth  his  owne  gaine,   helcndeth 
for  gaine,  and  therefore,  if  ac^uall  Vfury  be  euill;  then  the 
intent  and  purpofe  thereof  is  alia  euil.L 

Outward  and  a^luall  Vfury  is,whcn  the creditour  doth 
not  onely  intend  certaine  gaine  by  lending,  but  alfoco- 
uenanteth  for  a  certaine  fumme  to  be  allowed  him  at  a 
certaine  time,or  times»Thisin  the  Scriptures  is  called  im-? 
pofingof  YimyjExod.  2i'2^*ThouP?aif  not  imfo[eJ^fnrj 
vfonhim  i  Wherefore  in  a<^uall  Vfury,  a  couenanr  is  *^^°^P*  ^^'^'-- 
made  for  certaine  gaine ,  and  in  -that  couenant  the  very 
%meofa6^uall   Vfury^  confifteth  :    for  which   caufe 

B  3  ,  feme 
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fomedoecall  fuch  a  contrad  ,  formal  1  Vfury.    And  this 
couenant  vfeth  to  be  confirmed  by  obligation,  eyther  ver<» 
ball,asbilsand  bonds,  or reall,  as  pawnes, or  mortgage; 
-,  .  or  perfonall,  as  fureti{hip;  whereby  the  creditor  is  fccu- 

red  for  the  receit ,  and  the  debtor  bound  for  the  pay- 
ment, both  of  the  principall  and  alfo  of  the  Vfury. 

Let  vs  mvffee  how  by  this  defimtioh  Vfury  is  diftwguijhe^ 
from  other  cofttraCis ,  aad  alfo  other  things  which  may 
J  feme  to  haue  fome  ajfimty  thereivithi  for  of 
the  refi  itis  needle ffe  to  ffeake. 

Vfury  iliflin-  It  IS  therefore  diflinguiflied  i.  From  all  liberallcon- 
guifiied,  tradSj  as  that  of  donation  or  free  gift,  of  mutuation ,  oc 
b  ^ST  on  ^'^^^  l^oding  to  Ipend,  of  commodation,  or  free  lending  to 
trla*.  '°'^'  •vre,becau(e  they  be  ftee  and  libeiralljijut  Vfnry  is  illiberall 
l(icmp.i57'    and&rgaine.      -^"._'         •  :'\''"' 

2rFromaIIlaw^  2*  From  all  T^WfulI  buying:  becaufcin  buying  there  is  a 
fuJl buying  jjerpcttiall  alienation  of  money,  in  Vfury  but  for* 

■ '  tim'6;'' 

3  501  letting  to  3.  Fromlawfull  Location  or  letting  to  hire:  which  is  the 
-"'^c*  rather  to  be  obferued,   bccaulc  fome  imagine  ,  that 

Idem  p,j$8.  money  and  other  things  which  are  lent  vpon  Vfury, 
may  as  well  be  let  as  other  things.  But  there  is  a  great 
difference  betwixt  Vfury,and  the  lawfull  contraCit  of 
Location  or  Jetting.  And  firit  they  differ  in  the  fub- 
ieifls. 

Vfury  is  in  thofe  things'^  <~     Location ,    is  of  fuch 

which  are  fpentinthe  vfe,^  kthings  as  are  not  Ipentin 

and  confift  in  quantity  ,>  <Jthe  vfe,  neyther  ftand  in 

ftanding in  number jweight^  Jnumber,  weight  and  mea% 

and  meafute.  ,^  Cfufc. 

The 
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The  fubiect  orVfary,are"l  f 
luch  things  as    baue  no  | 
fruitfuUvfe  in  themrclues]  ^ 
but  the  gaine  which  is  to  ^  j 
b^  laiiecl  by  imployment  , 
<5i^  them,  is  tp  be  iinputt2d  1 
to  the  induftry  and  skill  I  j 
of  theimployer.  J  I. 


i^^l 


'■Vinjir 


The  fuDiea.  of  Location 
hsue  a  friiiLfuU  vfe  in 
thenafelues  naturally.. 


The  vfe  of  things  lent  vpi>»::j  C  --^f^^^'i^^titmr-^'M 
Viury  cannot  be  feuered,  |  j  ^^-  j^nt,  maybefeue^ 
or  reckoned  apart  from  -Ued^and  reckoned  apart, 
the  property  and  domim- '  and  is  valuable^  by  it  felte, 
on,becaufe  they  are  fuch  ,*=;  .^^^f-jL^^^g^ Goods,  Hon:, 
tnings  as  are  fpent  m  the  ^-^.5^^.  which  cemainein^ 
vfe,  and  therefore  if  you  i  j  •- j^^  ^^^  ^^j-  ^^.^  r  :! 
vfe  tbem,  you  fpend  thcm.J  (, 


In  thecGntra.ft  of  loans, 
whether  free  or  vpon  V^ 
iury,thc  lender  granteth  to 
the  borrower,  not  onely- 
the  vfe,but  alfo  the  propei  - 
ly  of  the  thing  lent  j-from 
which  the  vfe  of  thatjwhich  ■ 
we  lend  to  be  fpent  in  the 
vie  cannot  be  feuered  : 
hence  it  is  called  mutuum, 
becaufe  by  lending  it  is 
made  exmeotnum* 


In  the  contradl  of  Loca^ 

tion  ,  the  letter  granteth 

to  him  that  taketh  to  hire 

I  the  vfe  onely  of  the  things 

\  retaining  the  property  to 

himfelfc. 
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Becaufe  that  which  isl 
the  fubieil:  of  loane ,  and 
Vfuryjislpcnt  in  the  vfe, 
and  is  lent  to  be  Tpent; 
therefore  the  borrower  is 


Becaufe,that  which  is  the 
fubic^  of  commodity  and 
Location,  is  knt,  and  let, 
not  to  be  lpent,butonely 
to  be  vfed  :  therefore  he 


bound  to  reftore,  not  the  ^<  that  taketh  the  fame  to 

iame  particular  which  he 

borrowed,  but  fo  much  in 

quantity  or  full  valew  in 

the  fame  kind,without  any  - 

impairing,  9j:  dinynntiqn.  J 


vfcjis  bound  to  rcftore  the 
iclfcfame  particular,which 
for  the  moft  part  is  impay- 
red  and  made  worie  in  the 


As  in  mutuation ,  and  \ 
Vfury,the  property  is  tran- 
flated  to  the  borrower,  fo 
iwith  the  property  alfo  the 
hazzard  whoiy  appertay- 
ncth  to  the  borrower:  for 
the  very  contrajft  of  mutu- 
ation includeth  in  it  an 
obligation ,  binding  the 
borrower,  that  whatfoeuer 
becomrpcthofthisparticu-j  I 
lar  which  he  borroweth, }] 
he  fliall  reftore  the  full  va- '" 
lew  thereof  at  the  day  ap- 
poynted,  in  the  fame  kind . 
And  to  this  purpofe  the 
borrower  maketh  promife, 
cither  by  word  or  writing , 
cntreth  into  bonds,  and 
ftatutes,  laying  his  goods 
to  pa wne,  or  his  lands  to 
mortgage,giueth  fureties, 
to  aflure  .Aid  fecure  the 
creditor  for  the  principal].^ 


As  in  Location  the  vfe 
is  communicated  to  the 
Hircr,but  the  Letter  retai- 
neththeproperty:  fo  the 
thing,  if  it  fhall  mifcarry 
without  the  default  of  the 
Hirer  ;  bclongcth  to  the 
Letter,  and  not  to  the  Hi- 
rer, becaufe  it  came  for  his 
hire,£A*o<s?.22»i4.  And  it  is 
a  rule  in  law,to  whom  the 
hazzard  appertaineth  ,  to 
him  the  fruit  and  profit 
belongcth. 


•Where 


The  Snglifh  Vfurer. 


'Where  there  is  a  Couenant  to  beare  part  •f  the  4  From  th? 
loffe,  as  well  as  to  reape  pan  ofthegainc,  and  '^^^^  con- ^^"^I'^'l^^f^ 
eraa,  is  neythcr  vfury  ,  nor  loane  ;  butalawfull  con-  *   '^* 

Which  In  Latine  i s  called  NAUticnm ,  or  Maritimmt  ^  y^^^  ,j,j,^ 
Fa?»«/,and  is  a  gaine  or  allowance  made  for  monye,which  mrtrs vfury. 
is  tranfportcd  beyond  the  Seas  ,  at  the  peril!  and  hazard 
ot  the  Creditor.  This  is  not  vnlawfuUj  prouided,  al-  Wcmp.  1^4, 
wayes,  that  there  be  an  aduenture  or  hazard  in  trudi^and  >^J' 
not  in  pretence  onely  ;  and  alfo  that  the  gaine  be  pto-^ 
portionable  to  the  hazard. 

Whichisagratuiticcrfrcc  oift,  when  the  borrower  ^  From  libc- 
findinghimfelfemuchbcnefited  by  the  lenders  curtefie,  rail  "t^^^y 
doth  of  his  ovvne  accord  in  telHmony  of  his  thankcfni- 
ncffe  9  freely  giue  to  the  lender  ,  who  ney  ther  in  tended 
when  he  lent,  nor  expected  whiles  he  forbore,  any  gaine; 
and  much  leffe  coucnantcd  for  ic 

From  that  which  is  called  yfnra  comfeus  fatorU  re-  p^'^jng^vwl 
compencing  vfury,   which  we  caliintreft  :  which  is  no- Bb-Down/twia 
thing  elfe  but  a  iufl  recompencc  which  the  Debter,  ha-  pr.iyp.i<5^. 
wing  through  his  default  bccne  the  cffedluall  caufe  ofD^;*  -^w'^^  "^ 
the  Credicours  hindcrance  ,  doth  owe  vnto  himbytlic  j^^^'f'  ''^^^  , 
Law  of  nature  ,  and  that  hinderance  may  be  two  fold,  p^'J^J/^po^J' 
I^ammtm  emergens  y  loffe  arifing  ,  cr  Lucrptm  c^-j/^^/,  ofyfurypK. 
gaine  ccafing  :  but  this  ceafing  gaine  which  muftcomc  Bb.  /wi/. 
imo  cftimaiion  ,  muftnot  be  vncertaineand  doubifuli,  iThcil-i'iilf* 
butccrtaine  :  or  at  Jcaft  very  probable. 

Here  are  certaine^authm  to  he  rememhred* 

Firft,  thatintreft  bee  eftecmed  not  according  to  the       ,^^ 
gaine  or  benefit  which  the  bo:!LOwcr  hath  had  by  the  im- 
ployment  of  the  money  ,  but  according  to  the  hinderance 


N. 
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or  lofife  which  the  creditour  fuftaincd  through  the  bor'' 
rowers  default. 

4  Secondly  ,  that  Intereft  is  not  to  be  required  ntfitoH- 

fKoram,  but  onely  after  delay  and  default  committed  by 
the  borrower. 

3  Thirdly ,  that  not  al  wayes  after  deky  it  is  to  be  requi- 

red ,   but  onely  then,  when  the  creditour  hath  indeed 
fuftained  loiTe  or  hindrance  by  the  borrowers  delay* 
4-  Fourthly,  that  he  doc  not  voluntarily  incurreany  lolTej 

meaning  to  lay  the  burthen  thereof  on  the  borrower,but 
doe  his  true  endeauour  to  auoyd  it ,  ey ther  in  whole  or 
in  part. 

^  Fiftly,  that  whcnhe  fufpe^leth  lofleor  hinderance 

^  by  the  debtors  delay  ,  he  defcend  not  into  extremities 
with  thofe  who  baue  broken  day,not  through  negligence 
©r  vnfaythfulneffe,  but  through  want  and  neceflTity,  which 
they  did  not  forefee :  and  let  him  rcmembcr,that  where  is 
no  fault,  there  ought  to  be  no  punifhmen  « 

S^  Sixtly,that  the  eftimation  of  the  intereft  be  not  referred 

to  the  creditors  owne  arbitrament ,  but  committed  to  the 
iudgemencof  fome  other  honeft  and  difcreet  men :  which 
conditions  being  ©bferued ,  itislawfull  for  the  credit  our 
to  require  an  ouerplus  befides  his  principall :  which  ouer- 
plus  notwithftandingis  notvfury. 

How  vfury  difcovers  it  felfe  in  fellingjin  buyingjin  let- 
tingjin  partneriliip  and  exchangCjvnder  pretence  of  the  ad# 
ucnturers  vfury,  vndcr  the  colour  cfrecompencingvfury* 
w^^.Bb,i5<?^»^w>vponthe  15  Pfalme,p.i735i7y,i82,i853 
388,191.  Dr.F^»^tf«jTreatifeof  vfury.  p- 21,22,25,24,25. 
p0Tvels  pofitionsof  vfury,in  his  Epiftle  Dedicatory*  Mr* 
Mojfe^vci  the  Arraigncment  and  Conui^ion  of  vfury ,P'^J» 
to  p)[58» 


-*-         ■  -     --.        .  -   —  ..  .       ^         ^ 
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Ch  a  p.  3. 

The  Teftimony  of  fixe  learned  Biiliops  of  the 
Chuich  of  England  concerning  vfury. 


T^eTeflmonicf  Bifhop  Sandso 


1 


"^  His  biting  Worme  of  Vfury  ,  that  deuowritig  Sermon  vpoa 
Wolfe  hath  conliimed  many,  many  it  hath  pulled  ^^^^'^^i2» 


vpon  their  knees,and  brought  to  beggery  :  many  v%ty  abitin- 
fuch  as  might  haue  lived  in  great  wcaJth^  and  ho-  wormc,a  can! 
nournotafew*  This  cankerhath  corrupted  all  England:  ksr, 
we  (ha  11  doe  God  and  our  country  trueferuice  ,by  taking 
away  this  cuill ;  rcprcflc  it  by  Law ,  elfe  the  heavy  hand 
-ot  God  hangeth  ouer  vs, and  will  flrikc  vs. 

Cod  fayth,  Lend  freely,  and  looke  for  no  gaine  :  but  ^^^  Sermon 
will  the  Vfurer,  whofemoneyishisgod,  remit  his  Inte-  r pun  Luke  1, 
reftbecaufeofthis  ;   becaufe  the  Lord  hath  fo  charged  747  j. 
him  ?  No ,  he  will  not  let  goe  his  ten  or  twenty,  or  thir- 
ty ,in  the  hundred*  To  him  the  glory  of  God",  yea  and     Note. 
his  owne  foulc  is  vile ,  nothing  is  precious  but  onely  his  Nothirg  pre 
money.     What  the  Prophet  ipeaketh  of  putting  forth  *^^?"^  ^°  '^^ 
money  to  vfury,  he  full  little regardcth,  butfeedeth  ftill  ^'"''"  ^""^ 
vpon  his  maft  ,  and  bleCfeth^himfelfe  when  he  wax'eth  "^°"^^'" 
fat,  not  pcrceiuing  that  God  hath  already  plagued  him 
with  a  plague  ofall  plagues ,  the  obduration  of  his  heart* 
And  although  that  God  hath  giuen  him  ouer  into  a  dull 
and  fencelelle  minde,  his  cares  being  fo  damned  vp  that  Vfurefs  haue 
nothing  can  haue  enterance  to  moue,  or  touch  his  hard  ^      ^^^^"' 
heart,y et  he  ftill  blefieth  himfeUe,  and  his  accurfcd  foule* 
Thou  Vfurer,  thou  idolater,  that  dolt  glory  in  thy  /hame, 

C  a  in 
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liteii- wealth    inihy  euill gotten  gold  :  dofttfionnot  know,  that  thy  - 
jrojperi  not,  y^^^\^]^  f^^aji  j^elt  fikc  ihow  before  the  Sunne  ?  Thinke^ 
thou  ftiiltohcldit  ?  Ofoole,  this  night  fhall  they  take 
away  thy  foule,  perhaps  this  inttant,  and  then  whofe  is  all 
this -^  After  that  Z^Wj/w  fell  to  the  fernice  of  Chrii^,  and 
that  Chrift  entrcd  into  his  houfe^he  prefently  forfooke  the 
ieruicc  of  Mammon,made  a  large  leftitution  of  that  which 
he  had  gained  by  fuch  vnlawfull  meanes,  and  then  began  • 
to  be  liberal! :  and  not  onely  to  lend  freely,  but  to  giue 
fornothing.He  gaue  theone  halfe  of  all  his  goods  to  the 
poorc.  If  God  would  atthisdayvvorke  thus  in  the  heart 
of  one  Zacheus,  a  rich  Viiircr,hovv  many  poorc  might  bfe 
relieued  by  fuch  a  rcftitution  ?  He  might  maintayne 
many  a  needy  man ,  and  fane  his  owne  foule*  Well^ 
this  one  thing  we  know ,  the  word  that  proceedeth 
©ut  of  Gods  mouth  againft'vfury ,  fhall  not  returnc  in 
IS*  'ii-.n* .     yaincpif  it  cannot  woxke  rcformationjit  will  worke  confu^ 

fl€«l. 

Euery  man  is  to  his  neyghbour  a  debtor ,  not  onely  of 
Idsm  Sermon  ^^^^  which  himfelfe  borroweth. ,    but  of  whatfoeuer 
vpovi  11031.13.  [^ig  neyghbour  ncedeth  :  a  debtor  ,  not  onely  to  pay 
s,P,&c»        ^^^^  ^^    oweth  ,    but  alfoto  lend  that  he  hath  and 
may  conucniently  fpare  ;   to  lend    I   fay    according 
to  the  rule  of  Chrift,  L'uks.  6,  LenJi  looking  for  no- 
thing   thereby.    So  that   thcfc  oucr-paymcnts  ,   the 
Vfury  tbecan-y^m-y  vvhich  , hath  fpoy led  and^aten  vp  many ,  the  can- 
kcrofthe       jl^erof  the  Commonwealth,  isvtterlyboth  forbidden  to 
^SthT^"      man,   and  abhorred  of  God.   To  bargainc  for  Lead/ 
Graine  ,  or   l^tAfi^^  ,    with   fuch  as   haue    neyth.er 
L^ad ,  Grainc,  nor  lieafcs  to  pay,  ncyther  any  fuch 
matter  meant,  but  ondy' vnlawfull  gaine  of  money, 
the  party  to  forfefc  his  obligation ,  becaufe  he  ney-* 
ther  can ,  nor  meaneth  fuch  payment,  and  the  lender 
Slot   content  to  receiue  \^^^  aduantage  then  thirty  a: 
she  hundred  ^  this  is  but  apa.tched  cloak&tocouerthi-s 

'^  " ""  '     vild 
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vild   finne  wJthall.   Whatfoeucr  thou    receiucft   vpoh    Note* 
condition  ,    or  by  what  meancs  {"oeiier  thou  receiueft 
more  then  was  lent ,  thoa  art  an  vfurer  toward  thy  bro- 
ther,   and  God  J  will  be  a  reucnger  agaihft  thee-    He 
whom  thou   fhouldft  obey  if  thou   wilt  be   ^^^^^  3  i2.c-i  ii  t<;] 
doth  in  cxprcOTe  words  command  thee,  not  to  lend  Lcvitizj  17.'  . 
■thy  money  for  vfury*    This  Word  of  God,  mancan-Deuczj.i^^ 
not  difpence  withall,   and  it  (hallnot  retuinein  vaine^; 
if  it  cannot  be  a  conuerting  commandement ,  it  fhali  be 
a -confounding  iudgement*  Thcreafoiisofmcn  forvfury 
-muft  giue  place  to  the  precepts  of  God  .igainft  it.  What  Thercafonsof 
man  art  thou  that  \vilt  be  wifer  then  thy  Maker  ?  Hath  wen  forvfuiy, 
God  condemned  it,and  darcft  tliou  defend  it  ?  is  it  in  his  muft  giue 
iudgement  iniurious,and  doth  thy  iudgement  thinke  it  e-  P^*'^^  ^°  ^.^^  , 
<iuaii?  Hath  he  fecnereafon  to  prohibit  it ,  and  doft  thou  JSlt 
fee  reafon  why  thou  mayft  vf^  it  ?  fuch  reafons- with  the 
makiars   and  vfers  of  them,  the  Lords  iufticcfliall  de** 
firoy.  Andyct  in  truth  all  Nations,  at  all  times  haue 
condemned  it,  as  the  very  bane  and  peftilencc  ofa    ,     . 
Gommonwealih  :   whereof  the  old  Rom.anc  both  Hi-  ^"^       5°"  • 
ftory  and  praaife  is  an  often  witnefTe.  Thcfc  fecret  ncT^uJy  "^ 
fliifts  arc  fecne  of  God,  and  abhorred,  and  will  be  rc» 
iienged  :  well  may  ft  thou  cfcape  the  hands  of  man  hy 
thy  coloured  dclufions,  yet  canft  thou  not  efcape  the 
iharpe  and  fwift  iudgement  of  G©d :  who  accordingly 
as  hee  hath  threatned ,   will  exclude  thee  out  ©f  his  ^^Q'^'' 
Kingdome,  intcrdi«fl  thee  his  Tabernacle,  .and  hurlethec 
■;into  Hclh  Where  thy  euil]  gotten  rnonev  can  neyther 
Tedeemc  nor  helps  thee,   a  mft  re\7ard  for  thy  vru'uft' 
vfury.   Our  Aportle  requircth  that  we  pay  vnto  euery 
man  the  thing  that  we  owe,and  we  arenas,  much  debt* 
tors  tolend  freely,  as-others  faythfullyto  pay  the  thine 
which  was  lent. 

The  bowels  of  compaffion  are' in  fome  men  To  nw-'^m  ulS^ 
i^aioiifly  dryed  and  doled  vp-,that  they  turne  away-  thhr  4^,  p'.  ,00/ 
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faces  from  all  men,  that  defire  any  thing  at  their  handj, 
Vfurers  wotfe  though  they  aske  it  not  of  gift,  but  of  loancvnlcffc  they" 
then  lewes,     aske  to  buy  the  loane  with  Vfury.     The  lewes  eucn  tijl 
this  day  will  not  lend  vpon  vfury  among  themfeiucs,  but 
lend  freely  to  their  brethren  and  without  gainc.  ludof 
-' kimfelfe  that  fold  his  MaOer  for  money,  was  not  more 
cruell  hearted  1  fnppofc  tnen  thefe  men  are ,  who  foe, 
'  money  deuoure  their  brethren:  their  hearts  arc  iron  hearts, 
they  hauc  no  fparke  of  pity  or  compaflion  left  in  them.  Ice 
them  not  ihinke  but  that  one  day  their  gaine  (ball  be  their 
Mote«      exceeding  {o&t'KChryfoflame  thought  that  one  euill  got- 
ten groat,  layd  vp  amongft  a  chert  full  of  money ,  would 
be  a  canker  to  fret  out  and  eaievp  the  reft,  whatfliall 
become  then  of  fo  much  gotten  by  fo  vnmercifull  and  vn- 
godly  meanes  i*  Where  is  louc,  where  is  mercy,  when 
lending  of  money  is  become  merchandize  ?  Enough  hath 
bcenefayd  in  this  place  of  this  matter  J  which  if  it  be  not 
amended,  be  ye  aflured  that  the  Lord  God  in  hisiult 
wrath  will  plague  you  both  in  your  ielucs^and  in  your  po^ 
fterity  for  it. 

2  Teftimony  Bh,  leweU* 

MAny  liuc  in  vfury  9  a  moft  filthy  trade ,  a  trade 
which  God  detcfteth,  a  trade  which  is  the  very 
ouerthrow  of  all  Chrirtian  loue :  But  their  gaine 
fhdll  he  to  their  lojfcy  and  their  money  t»  their  de- 
BruFtiffH.He  that  giueth  his  mpny  vfon  v^urj/fiydl  n$t  dwell 
in  the  Takrndch  efthe  Ltrd/ior  rejt  vp9n  his  holj  Mgun^ 
taine, 
Tteaiife  vpon     Deceiue  no  man  by  wrongfuIldealing,increafc  not  thy 
the  Sacta^       goods  by  extortion  nor  by  vuiry •  He  that  giuttb  his  money 
'"^"'■^*  to  vfury  fhall  not  enter  into  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Lord* 

He  that  Uketh  vfury  of  bis  Meyghhour,  kj^Uth  him  without 
a  fwerd ,  the  Lord  will  anenge  it  ♦    He  will  not  bleffe  ill 

got- 
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gotten  goodes ,  they  cannot  profper :  they  will  ncucrcon*  , 
iinue,nor  remaine  vnto  the  third  hcire. 

Vfury  is  a  kind  of  lending  of  money,or  come,  or  oy Ic,  ^       ^  ^^^i^ 
or  winCjOr  ofany  other  thing, whercin,vpon  couenant  and  p.  r  13 , 
bargainCjWe  receine  againc  the  whole  principal!  which  Vfuiy  defined/ 
we  deliuered,and  fomcvvhatmore,  forthevfe  and  occu- 
pying of^the  fame  ;  as  if  I  lend  100  pound,  and  for  it  co- 
uenant to  receiue  105  pound,  or  any  other  fumme, greater 
then  was  the  fumme  which  I  did  lend :  ihis  is  that  which  ^^  _^q^j  ^>^^ 
wc  call  vfury :  fuch  a  kind  of  barganing  as  no  good  man,  an  Vfurer. 
«r  godly  man  euer  vfed.  Such  a  kind  oi  barganing  as  ail 
jnenthateuer  feared  Gods  iudgcments  haue  aiwaies  ab- 
iiorrcd  and  condemned.  It  is  filthy  gaines,and  z  worke  of    Note<» 
darkencffe,  it  is  a  monfter  in  nature  :  ^he  ouerthrow  of  vfurers 
mighty  kingdomes,  the  de(lru6lion  of  flouiidiing  States,  .f^X'^o'^^ 
the  decay  of  wealthy  Cities^thc  plagues  of  the  world,and  j-a5Jri^dr"h 
the  mifery  of  the  people :  it  is  theft ,it  is  the  murthering  of  make  fuch  t^^ 
our  brethren,  its  the  curfe  of  God,and  thecarfe  of  the  pec*  confefTion  of 
pic.  This  is  Vfury.  By  thefe  figncs  and  tokens  you -may  »^»s  Bb.iewciS 
know  it  o-  For  wherefoeuer  it  raigneth  all  thofe  mifchicfes  ^f  ^  ^"  *^**  * 
cnfue.  Pf«        , 

Whence  fpnngeth  Vfury  ?Soone  fhewcd.  Euen  thence  ]f^  Pv"/; 
whence  theft,  murder,  adultery,  the  plagues,  and  de- vfyl?^  ^  ° 
ftruc^ion  of  the  people  doe  Ipring.  All  thefe  are  the  workes 
of  the  diuell,and  the  workcs  of  the  flefh.    Chriii  telleth  lohn  s. 
the  Pharifees,  Ton  are  of  y^r  fatherthe  d'm€ll,anA  the  lufis  VfureiVof 
0f  jofir father jou will  doe.  Euenfo  mayittruely  be  fayd  chcii  fathst 
to  the  Vfurer ,  Thou  art  of  thy  father  the  diuell ,  and  the  ^^^  ^^"^^■' 
iufts  of  thy  father  thou  wilt  doe ,  and  therefore  thou  haR 
pleafure  in  his  workes.  The  diuell  entered  into  the  heart 
of/^t^-^jandputin  him  this  greedinefTe,  and  couetouf- 
nefle  of  gaine/or  which  he  was  content  to  fell  his  mafter- 
Jfid^  heart  was  the  (hop,  the  diuell  was  the  foreman  to 
worke  in  it.  They  that  will  be  rich,  fall  into  tcntation  and 
fnares^and  into  many  fooljfh  and  noylbme  Iufts,  which  i  Tim  ^.9,10. 

drowne 
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•drowne  men  in  perdition  and  defiru6^ion.  For  the  defire 
.  of  money  ,is  the  rootc  of  all  cuiil.  And  S.  Ieh»  faith,  H'ka 
[oeuer  committtth  fmne  is  ef  the AiuelLi  loh*^.^*  Thus  \y^ 
fee  that  the  diuell  is  the  plantcrjand  the  father  of  vfury*. 

Xbcfruics  ofj      What  are  the  fruits  of  vfury  ?  ^»  i.  Tt  difToIueth  the 
vfury.  knot  land  fellowiliip  of  mankind;    i.  It  hardneth  mans 

heart.  j.Itmaketh.men  vnn3turall,andbereaueth  them 
of  charity,  and  loue  to  their  deare^  friends.  4-Itbree^ 
deth  mifery  and  prouoketh  the  wrath  of  God  fromhca- 
wen* ,  5.  It  confumeth  rich  men,  it  eateth  vp  the  poor€,-it 
maketh  bankrupts,  and  vndoeth  many  houfeholdcrs,^ 
-  The  poore  occupiers  are  driuen  to  tlec  ,  there  wiues  are 
kft  alone,  their  children  are  hopeleife,  and  driuen  to  beg 
their  bread,  through  the  vnmcrcifull  dealing  of  the  coue* 
lous  viurerf 

I4(gm  p.  lio.       ^^  ^^*^  ^ ^  ^  Vfurer,w iftieth  that  all  others  may  lacke 

Our  fo'refa-'   ^nd  comcto  him  and  borrow  of  him:  that  all  others  may 

ehcrs  abboricd  lofc,  fo  that  he  may  haue  gaine.  Therefore  our  old  fore-" 

yfiii-y.  fathers  fo  much  abhorred  this  trade,  that  they  thought  a«i 

Vfurcr  vn worthy  to  Xixi^  in  the  company  of  Chriftian  men 

They  fuifered  not  an  Vfurer  to  be  a  witneffe  in  matters  of 

LaW'  Thcyfufter  him  not  to  make  a  Teftamcnt,  ar^d  to 

bcftow  his  goods  by  WilU  When  an  Vfarer  dyed/  they 

would  not  fuffer  him  to  be  buried  in  places  appointed  fon 

ihc  buriftll  of  Chriftians.So  highly  didthey  miilikc  this  vi>- 

mcrcifuUfpoylinga^d  dcceining  our  brethren. 

u        III.      But  what  fpeakc  I  of  the  ancient  Fathers  of  the  Church? 

AlTpioVclTions  there  was  neuer  any  Religion,nor  Sca,nor  State,  nor  I>c« 

ofmci  con-   gree,norProfcfnonofmen,buttheyfeauediflikedit.Philo- 

desanc  Vfury.  fophers,Grcekes,Latins,Lawyers,DiuiBes,CathoIikes,He* 

rcticks ;  all  Tongues,  and  Nations,  haue  cuer  thoughr  an 

Vfurer  a  s  dangerous  as  a  theefe*  The  very  fcnfc  of  nature 

prowes  it  to  b€  fo.lf  the  ftones  coul4  ipcakc^they  would 

fay 
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^vf  as  much.  But  feme  will  ray,all  kindes  of  vfury  are  not  idem  p.r24. 
forbidden,thcrcmay  be  cafes  where  vfury  may  rtand  with  The  Viurcr* 
rcafon  and  equity,  and  herein  they  fay  fo  much  as  by  wit  °  '^  '°'^' 
may  be  deuifed,  topainroutafouleand  vglyidoU,  and 
to  fhadow  themfelues  in  manifell  and  open  wickednelTe^ 
"WhatfoeuerGod  rayth,yet  this  or  this  kind  of  vfury,  fay 
they,which  is  done  in  this  or  this  fcrt,is  not  forbidden-Ic 
profiteth  the  Commonwealth,  it  relieueth  great  numbers, 
thepoore  ihould  otherwifeperiQi^none  would  lend  them. 

By  like  good  reafon,  there  are  fome  that  defend  theft  ^„/-^,^- 
and  murder,they  fay,  there  may  be  fome  cafe,  where  it  is 
lawfullto  kill  or  tofteale:fof  God  willed  the  Hebrews  to 
rob  the  it>gyptians,and  AbrahAm  to  kill  his  owne  fonne  /- 
faac'lKi  thefe  cafes  the  robbery  and  the  killing  of  his  fonne 
were  lawful!.  So  (ay  they^Euen  fo  by  the  like  reafon  doe  Some  pleadc 
{bmeofourcountreymenimaintayne  concubines,  curti^pjj^"^^^^'** 
zans,  and  brothcl-houfes,  and  rtand  in  defence  of  open  whores. 
ikwcs.They  arc( fay  they) for  the  benefit  of  the  Country, 
they  kcepe  men  fi-om  more  dangerous  inconuenicnces,take 
them  a  way,  it  will  beworfe.  Although  God  fay,  Ihere 
fhall  be  no  whore  of  the  daughters  of  //r4f/,neithcr  fhall 
there  be  a  whore-keeper  of  the  fonnes  ot  IfraeL  Yet  thefe 
men  fay  all  manner  of  whoredon^e  is  not  forbid  den.  In 
thefe  and  thefe cafesit  is  not  amilTe  to  alow  ic 

As  Samuel  (Ay d  to  Saul,  fo  may  wc  fay  to  the  Vfurer  *  Idem  p  i  ztf* 
thou  haft  deuifed  cafes  and  colours  to  hide  thy  fliansCjbut  God  cares  not 
whatiegard  hath  Cod  to  thy  cafes  ?  What  cateth  he  for  f"^  Vfurer^ 
thy  reafons  ''  the  Lord  would  haue  more  ■  pleafure ,   jf -'^^"'"» 
when  thou  hcarefthisvoyce  thouwouldeft  obey  him. 
For  what  is  thy  dcuice  agamft  the  couniell,and^ordinance 
of  God?  What  bold  prefumption  is  it  for  a  mortall  man 
to  controule  the  Commandementsof  immortallSod  ? 
And  to  weigh  his  heauenly  wifedome  in  the  ballancc  > 

of  humane  foolinmefle  ?    "When  God   fayth  ,  thou  ^ 

fhalt  not  take  vfury,    what  creature  of  GOD  ^rt 
thou  which  canft  take  vfury  ?   When  God  maketh 
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Ihcyareofait  vnlawfull,what art thoUjOhman,  thatfayft,  itislaw- 
defpera-c  f^^}  This  is  a  token  of  a  defperate  mirtd.  It  is  found 
*^**'^^'  true  in  thee,   that  Pa^tl  fayd,  theloueof  money  is  the 

roote  ofallill*  Thou  art  fo  giuen  ouer  vnto  the  wic- 
ked MammoHj  that  thou  careft  not  to  doe  the  will  of 
God. 

3'iem  p.  144.  "^hi^s  much  I  thought  expedient  to  fpeake  of  the 

loathfome  and  foule  Trade  of  viury%    I  know  not  what 
fruit  will  grow  thereby,  and  what  itwili  worke  in  your 
hearts.  If  it  pleafe  God  ,  it  may  doe  that  good  that  i 
wiili.    I  hauedonemy  duety,  I  call  God  for  a  record 
vntomyfoule,  I  haucnotdeceiuedyou.  I  haucfpoken 
vnto  you  the  truth.   If  I  be  dcceiued  in  this  matter ,  O 
God  thou  haft  deceiued  me.  Thou  fayft.  Thou  /halt  take 
m  vfury .  Thou  {&yik,Hethat  taketh  inerea^e^fhdl  not  line* 
What  am  I ,  that  I  fhould  hide  the  words  of  my  God , 
or  keepethembacke  from  the  hearing  of  his  people  ?The 
Learned  old  Fathers  hauc  taught  vs,  it  is  no  more  law- 
fnll  to  take  vfury  of  our  brother^then  it  is  to  kill  our  bro- 
ther. They  that  be  of  Go4heare  this,  and  confider  it , 
and  haue  a  care  that  they  difpleafe  him  not.  But  the 
wicked  that  arc  na  whit  moued  ,   and  care  not  what 
God  lay  th,  but  caft  his  Word  behind  them :  which  haue 
eyes  and  fee  not,  andeares  yet  hearenot:  becaufe  they 
are  filthy, they  ihall  be  filthy  ftilltthcir  greedy  defirc  (hall 
incteafc  to  their  confufion,and  as  their  money  encr&afeth , 
NotC'      fo  fhall  they  encrcafe  the  heapes  of  their  finnes.  Pardon 
me  if  I  haue  beene  longer  vehmeent,  of  thole  that  arc. 
Vfurcrs  I  aske  no  pardon.  " ' ■  '^^?;'-  •"  ^' 

laem  p.  14  f.      1  hcare"  that  there  arc  certaine  in  this  City  which  wallow 

wretchedly  in  this  filthinefle,  without  repentance,  I  giuc 

Vfury  a  cmcli  ^^^  warning  in  the  hearing  of  you  all,and  in  ilie  prefence 

rnae'*''^^^''^^'  of  God,  that  they  forfake  this  crueU  and  deteftable  fin.  If 

^^^^*  otherwJJfe^they  continue  therein,  ^I  will  open  their  fhame, 

k  "and 
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and  denounce  Excommunication  againft  them  ,    andBb.  lervei 
publifh  there  names  in  this  place  ,  before   you  all.  ihrcatncch 
That  you  may  know. them  ,  and  abhorrc  them  ,  as  ^^^-^^^^^\ 
the  plagues  and  monfters  of  the  world  :  that  ifthey  be  v^„°"^.j^^ 
paft  all  feare  of  God,  they  may  yet  repent  and  amend  foi: 
worldly  fhamc. 

Tell  mc  thou  wretched  wight  of  the  World ,  ihou 
vnliind  creature  which  art  paft  all  fenfe  and  feeling  of  ^f"""^"  *">* 
God ,  which  knoweth  the  will  of  God  ,  and  doft  the  rBeoufcthc/- 
contrary  ?    How  dareft  thou  come  into  'the  Church  ?  come  to 
It  is    the  Church    of   that     GOD,   which  hath  Church- 
fa  yd,  thou  fhalt  take  no  vfury  ,   and  thou  knoweft  ^  s^cauic the/ 
-he  hathfo  fayd*  How  dareft  thou  read  or  heare  the  Word  ""^^^^  ^^^ 
of  God?  It  is  the  Word  of  that  GodjWhich  condem-  jBecaufcrhcy 
neth  vfury  ;  and  thou  knoweft  he  doth  condemne  it.  come  into  the 
How  dareft  thou  come  into  the  company  of  thy  brethren?  coaspany    o5 
vfury  is  the  plague  and  deftruulion  and   vndoing  of  |?°'^  "^^"' 
thy    brethren*    And  this  thou  knoweft.   How  dareft  Go^swmh 
thou  lookevpon  thy  Children  ?  Thou  makeft  the  wrath  to  fall  vpm 
of  G  O  D  fall  downe  from  Heaucn  vpon  them.    Thy  their  chiUreiw, 
iniquity  ft^all  bee  puniftied  in  them  to  the  third  anoi 
forth  Generation.  This  thou  knoweft.  How  dareft  thou 
looke  vp  into  Heauen  ?  Thou  haft  no  dwelling  there : 
.  thou  flialt  haue  no  place   in  the  Tabernacle  of  the 
higheft.    1  his  thou  knoweft.  Bccaufe  thou  robbeft  the 
poore  ,     deceiueft  the   fimple  ,   and  eateft    vp  the 
Widowes  Houfes  :  theretbre  fliail  thy  Children  bee 
naked  ,  and  begge  their  bread  :  therefore  ftiaJtthcm 
andihyn'ches  pertfti  together* 

The  third  Ttfiimonie  ,  ^ijbop  King. 

HOw  long  will  the  Vfnrcr  and  oppreffor  of  others  ^'P°"  I<>'^^*F- 
whofe  Lawes  areas  kniues,  and  whofeteethbeof  ^^* 
iron ,  flecpe  in  his  bed  of  m.fchiefe.as  the  Pfalmift  calleth 

D  2  it.  *  . 
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k  5  and  in  the  contemplation  and  folace  of  his  ill  gotten 
goods  ? 

How  long  hauewc  cried  againft  cppreflions  ,   and 
Lrfture'^i?'*'  fjiiitten  the  opprcflburs  with  the  rod  of  Gods  vengeance, 
as,  .cJ^r<?/<f/ frpote  the  Recke  ?  And  yet  what  one  drop 
of  remorfe  haue  we  cuer  wrung  from  their  ftony  hearth 
How  long  haue  we  clapt  our  hands  at  the  iLameleiTe 
„  vfury   of  this  place  ?  Jf  vfury  bee  too  ftiffe  to  bes 
,?,^nifjerj  mu^  j^ioued  ,  yet  we  mull  free  our  foules  ,    and  if  it  were 
7tmv   ^^^^"    polTible  a  we  would  alio  free  them  that  are  wrapt  in  their 
fnares.     If  they  little  eftcemc  the  warning  of  the  fif- 
teenth P fa/me  ,    that  giue  their  money  vpon  vfury ,  let 
ihematleaft  takeheede  that  receiue  it.     Let  them  not 
trie  to  be  are  an  Oxevpon  their  {lioulders  ,  when  they 
are  vnable  to  beare  a  Goate*    That  is,  if  pouerty  be 
burthen  enough  vnto  them,    let  them  not  adde  the 
burthen  of  vfury.    They  aske  what  they  fh all  doe  ? 
Doft  thou  aske  ?  Smh  Phtarkf>   Thou  haft  a  tongue, 
bcgge.  Thou  haft  hands,  worker  Thouhsftieetc,waike. 
1    rch  ^e    '^^^  haft  an  heart,thinkc. 

vfura.  Nauiga  ,  renmigA^    fale  forward  and  backeward, 

jqih'd  tAm   take  any  paynes  ,  rather  then  to  fall  into  the  mercy 
moleftfim      of  an  Vfurer»There  is  nothing  fo  bitter  as  to  re  ft  ore* 

der^.  ^  would  our  Vfurers  would  marke  this,  that  ofall 

idem  p.  504*  thofe  gricuous  offences  whereof  Nineneh  had  labour- 
Lefturc  37«     red  a  long  time  ,  the  reft  are  held  a  fleepe  ,  and  their 
names  fparcd,  as  not  worthy  in  comparifon  to  come  in 
ipeech  with  their=  farre  fuperiour  iniquity ;  onely  the 
V      'm     wickedncffc  of  their  bands ,  which  is  not  leaft  in  bi- 
""  ^^'^    '"^  ting  the  pocre ,  is  remembred  and  reported  in  fpe» 
^ec^^^tios ^  ciall  wordes.    Spa4(c.I  of  Vfurers  ?  There  are  none  : 
mtiitnecra*  ^^^^}^^^  jg  ^^iti^  a  Sunne  in  the  Skie»    For  mine  owne 
^**^^l^i^f^^  jpztty  I  know  them  not.    For  they  haue  taken  ney- 
cos  rifit^r.  ^^^^  ^^^^^  j^^j.  guijocke  of  mee.     But  for  my  brc- 
iie  Hitanao   ^       ^^^^  both  in  the  City  and  Country,  I  wiihihat 
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their  billes  and  bonds  were  all.  heaped  together  in  the 
Marketplace,  and  fet  en  fire,  as  they  were  ibmetimes 
at    yithe^s  ,    that  wee   might  all  ioy   and  fay  ,  as 
.dlcibiades  then  did,  we  never  favv  a  clearer  fire.     But  j^ff„^ttetvg 
,bccaufe  we  cannot  eafc  our  hearts  fo  fooneof  them,  yj^ij^ptem 
jior  by  fuch  mcanes  1  will  tell  them  for  their  ownecofn-  ^f^yigncm. 
fort  what  they  {hall  trnlt  to  amongft   other  things  ^  '^ 
that  although  they  labour  in  the  fire  to  get  riches, 
yet  the  time  rball  come,  when  there  fliall  nothing  re- 
mainevnto  them  but  ihis,that  theyfliall  be  able  to  know 
and  recount  with  themfeluesjhow  many  debters  they  h^Ue 
quite  vndone;  As  for  their  treafures  of  iniquity,  let  them 
plainelyvnderft^nd  that  they  put  them  into  a  bottom- 
lefTe  bag  which  could  hold  nothing.  Ill  gotten  goods  "ne-  j^^  ^^^^ 
-uerdcfcend  to  the  third  heire;  perhaps,not  to  the  fecorid,  audfttis  &e^ 
nor  firft^nor to  benefit  himfclfe,whothinketh  hchath  moft 
h^indii^^'S  he  gathered  it  sf  the  hire  of  an  hturiot^and  itfhall  Micah  i. 
fetHtneto  thewages  tf/4« /?<)'/«/•  .They  gathered  their  wealth  Vfurers  goods 
by  9fi]ry,and  vfury  or  fomcwhateiie  Ihall  confume  iuGni^  ^^^.  "o*^  ¥^^'. 
fho  the  Vfurer^as  LHcian  reporteth,lieth  in  hellbemoanng  P^^' 
his  hard  ©ftate, -that  Redocares  anincettuous  fpend  thritt 
fhould  wafte  his  goods :  fo  may  thcfe,  but  I  leaue  their 
iudgemcnt  to  Godjto  whom  it  belongeth.For  vengednce' 
ishis,andhc  will  repay  it.  Yet  dare  I  giue  fcntencc  againft 
it,  as  far  as  the  ancient  Romanes  lawes  did :  wherein  be- 
caufc  a  thiefe  was  bound  to  make  reftitution  of  dotjblc, 
the  Vfurer  of  foure  fold. Their  meaning  is  plainc  enough,  y^-     (joubic' 
thaf  they  cfteemcd  vfury  a  double  theft. ,  and  that  at  the  ihcft. 
leaft  is  my  iudgement.And  therefore  as  Alexander  Seuertu 
made  an  A<ft,that  none  {houldfalute  the  Emperour,  who    Note.' 
knew  himfelfeto  be  a  thiefe,fo  let  our  VfurerSjtake  them- 
felueswarned,and  difchargcd(fo  long  as  their  hearts  accufe  Vfurers  not  t© 
them  of  their  doubie  and  treble  theft)  from  faluting  Chri-  fal^te  ChiiOi- 
i[liansy  and  much  more  from  eating,  drinking,  conucrfing,  *"*' 
moft  of  all  from  praying,  fafting-,  communicating  with 
Chril^ia{)s< 
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The  4.  TefiiiKon-jj  Bijhop  Lakes, 

Inhisworkcs]  "TPHis  is  no  fmall  difFcrencc  betweene  God  and  the  di- 

▼Gl.p.343.    "    1  uell.Thc  diuell  in  fhcw,biddeih  vs,  louc  our  felucs, 

doc  all  for  our  ieiucsj  and  we  are  Co  fimple  as  to  belecuc 

;™     f  vr    bim,and  ;hinke  that  we  doe  fo;  whereas  the  cuent  proues 

image  or  Vfu-    .  »         ,,  r     i  •  j  •  r*"**^* 

rers.  ^"^^  wc  a  oe  all  for  nim,and  to  our  owne  ruine:  for  he  is 

the  plaine  image  of  Vfurers ,  who  liuc  by  the  fweat  of  o- 

ther  mens  browes,  and  cunningly  grow  rich  by  vndoing 

others  with  a  fccming  reliefer 

jtTr^''"  ^^'  God  himfelfe  fay  th  it  in  the  clofc  of  this  Pfalme,H^4r^ 
God  wU  re-  *^"  ^^^  P  that  forget  C7<7^.Ie  wes,Gentiles,whatfGeucr  you 
prouc  Vfurers.  be,  if  you  be  adulterers,  drunkard$»Vfurers,bla(phemers, 
any  way  wicked  liuers,  Confid^rthh  (faith  God)  /<ri?/ 
fuddenly  take  you  awa^^nd  there  he  none  to.  helf^e  you*  For  i( 
we  be  guilty  of  fuch  iinnes,  and  encourage  our  felues  in 
them  by  bafe  conceits  of  God,God  v,  ill  not  faile  to  re- 
proue  vs,and  marfliall  fuch  wickednelTebefore  vs,to  con* 
uid  vs  thereof,  and  to  confound  vs  therewith. 

Idem  Sermon  While  the  Gentleman  depopulates  the  Countrey,  and 
Tpun  lohn  ^»  the  Vfurer  and  ViiSluler  are  become  the  chicfc  Tradefmcn 
viircrs  fill  the  ^^  Incorporations,what  wonder  if  contrary  to  Gods  LaWj 
land  with  APd  the  Kings ,  the  whole  Land  be  filled  .with  miferabi* 
poore,  poore*  ^  ^ 'j'^dv^^'. 

The  fift  Teftmonj^Bijhep  Dmnam. 

This  mofi  reuerend  afid  le4rKed  Bijhop  prsnes  vfnry  to  he 
vnUyefullhj  diners  arguments* 

I     Argument^ 

x^oniTi^'      "Whatfoeuer  peruerceth  and  ouerturneth  an  ad  of  yer- 

p;  zjc*  *^^'    ^"^  J  efpeciallyfuch  a  neccffary  act  to  humane  focieties, 

that  is  to  fay,  ftce  lending;  it  is  not  onely  a  vice,but  a  dc- 

teftablevice.  But 
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But  vfury  pcruerteth  and  depratieth thir  neceffary  aft  of  v^S^Tttfu 
Jibcrality  and  charityj(' free  lending:)turning  it  into  an  a6t 
of  fclfc  louejcouetoufnefle  and  cruelty* 

Therefore  vfury  is  not  oncly  a  vice ,  but  a  dcteftable  C*wA 
vice* 

The  propofition is  prouedjbecaufe nothing  is  oppofite 
to  vertuebut  vicc.Asforrieelending,it  is  a  commendable 
ai^of  liberality  J  and  a  neceflary  duty  of  charity. 

Tiie  alTumption  h  cleare  and  manifeft.  For  whereas  by 
ihe  ordinance  of  God.and  by  the  Law  of  nature,lcnding 
is  free  and  charitablCjintending  the  good  of  the  borrow  cr^ 
and  not  of  the  lender ;  vlury  hath  made  it  illiberall  and  vn* 
charitable,intcndirig  the  lenders  profit  chiefly,if  not  orie-  ^ 

ly,and  fceking,yea  couertanting  for  the  lenders  gaine  as 
well  out  of  the  loffe  of  the  borrower  as  out  of  his  gaine* 
The  property  of  charity  is  not  to  fceke  her  o  wnc,  but  the 
good  ot  others.,  and  whereas  other  vertucs  ferue  Tor 
the  good  of  the  fubiet^  wherein  they  arc ,  the  afts  of 
charity  and  liberality  are  referred   to  the   good  of   ,-_     .  • 
others  :    lending  therefore  being  an  a6l  of  liberali-     Note» 
ty  and  charity, ought  to  refpedi  the  good  of  the  borrower, 
if  riot  onely ,  yet  chiefly;  but  lending  by  vfury  is  made  aa 
aftoffclfelouc,  wherein  the  good  of  the  borrower  is 
fought  either  not  at  all,or  but  in  a  fccondary  refpe6V,  as  it  Vfurers"  cooei 
ferueth  to  further  the  lenders  gaine.  For  indeed  the  len-  "ant  abfolucc* 
dcr  by  vfury  couenanteth  abfolutely  for  gaine^which  hap-  ^1  ^'^^  gaine* 
neth  fometimcs  out  ofthe  borrowers  lofle,and  fometimes 
alfo  out  of  his  gaine,  which  the  Vfurcr  will  pretend  to 
iTceke  and  refpe«5t  jbut  the  troth  is^he  will  ncuer  looke  after 
his  neighbours  profit ,   vnlcffe  therein  he  may  be  fure  to 
find  his  ownc  gaine* 

The  vfurers  lending  therefore  is  an  a^l  of  felfeloue,  and  lending  pro-' 
it  is  aifoanait  of  couctoufoeffe-For  whereas  lending  pro-  <:"^'*  ^^^^ 
ceedethfromoncof  thefe  3  fountaines,eithcrfromChri-  3  ^o«"^^»^*^^' 
flian charity,  or fromciuillloue and  humanity  ,  or  from 
couetoufnelTe :  he  is  fayd  to  lend  in  Chrirtian  charity ,vyho 

Icn-  ■ 
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lendeth  for  the  Lords  fake  to  his  needy  neighbour,loo1cing 

for  nothing  againe :  in  duill  charity  or  curtefie,  who  len^ 
deih  to  pleafure  his.friend>looking  for  his  owne  againe:  in 
couetoufnefle  who  lookes  for  more  then  his  owne*  For 
indeed  what  is  trMw^M ,  that  is  couetoufncffe,  but  an  vn- 
lawfuU  defirc  of  hauing  more= 

2  ArgHtnettf^ 
;  Idem  p.310,      .  Vfury  cannot  be  pradlifed  with  a  good  confcienee,  be- 
caufeit  cannot  be  done  in  fayth,  that  is  to  lay,in  a  fonnd 
perfwafion  out  ofthe  Word  of  Godjthatitis  iawfulj;  and 
1^0111.14.13  ♦    whatfoeuer  is  not  of  fayth  is  ilnnco 

I   Argument, 
Phil.  4*  8.  That  which  is  not  honeft  and  of  good  report,  is  not  to 

R  om,  1 1. 17 .   be  pra(i^ifed  •  For  the  Scripture  teacheth  vs,that  we  fhould 
1  Ther.  f  i  z\i   doe  fuch  things  as  arc  honell,  and  of  good  report,  proiii- 
ding  for  honeli  things^not  onely  before  God,  but  alio  be- 
fore men,abftaining  ftom  all  fliewes  ofeuill' 
I'mproidin'         But  vfury  is  a  very  odious  thing,and  of  ill  report ; ,  the 
turi}qH£^m  very  heathen  by  the  light  of  nature  deteiled  it.  ThUj  faith, 
anl  in  ddia    fuch  things  are  to  be  niifiiked  which^  are  odious,a  s  namely 
j3ontt»Hmi»'  that  ofVfurers.  Co/«wf//4  fayth,that  vfory  is  odious  cue» 
currttnt  vt   tothofetwhom  it  feemeth  tohelpe.  ^r//i?<7r/<?  fayth  it  is 
faneratoYHm  hated  moil  worthily,  &c.  As  for  Chriftians,  vfury  in  anci- 
J9rO/*.//'^.i.cnt  time  was  fo  odious  among  thcm,that  if  any  were  but 
fufpeited  to  be  anVfurer,  his  houfe  was  counted  the 
houfe  of  the  diuell,  no  neighbour  would  fetch  fire  at  his 
houfc,  'or  haucany  thing  to.doe  witli  him, children  would 
M  c  poynt  at  him  in  the  ftreets ;  yea,  by  the  lawes  of  Ghrif^i- 

cap!4r^'"'    ^^^"^  they  are  diffamed  perfons.  The  Scriptures  cenfure 
The  f  futer s    vfury  as  an  abomination  jthat  is,as  a  finne  to  be  abhorred, 
houfe  called    and  Pf.  lOp.ii.  theholyGhoft  vlcth  this  interpretation 
the  boure  of    againft  the  wicked :  -  Let  the  cxadour  (  meaning  thereby 
£hc  dwcU,       j.^g  vfurer,as  all  Tranflations  ,almoft,  befidcs  fome  Englifli 
■doe  rcad)enfoare  all  that  he  hath.  Whereby  it  may  be  ga- 
^  thcred,  both  that  to  be  an  Vfurer  is  an  odious  thing,  and 
tha  I  it  is  a  curfe  to  fall  into,  his  fiiarc. 

Seing 
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Scing  therefore  vfury  is  and  alvvayes  haih  beene  a  The  vfurer 
tbin^  fo  odious  and  of  fo  bad  report,  no  ChriiUan  can  *^'-"'""  '^e 
pra^ifcit  with  a  good'confcicnce.  condufion. 

The  Vfurer  fimies  againft  God,  his  neighbour.and 
himfelfe. 

Firft  againft  God  by  impiety  and  vngodlineflc.For  the  Lcuitij.-j^. 
Vfurer  wants  the  feare  of  Gocf.  Neh  $  .'9. 

2  He  dKobeyeth  the  Commandements  of  GOD,    . 
ftraightly  commanding  free  loane,  and  fliarpcly  forbid-         P'i73* 
ding  vlury  ,  and  concemnech  the  threatnings  of  God 
denounced  againft  the' fame. 

3  He  finnes  by  infidelity ,  in  not  beleeuing  the  gra-  Vfurcrs  In- 
cious  promifes  of  God  made  to  thofc  who  Jcnd  freely  :  fi^icK 

for  as  C/^rf/c'/J.hath  wellfaid  '^«»f  «Tir/«f  s'^ki/*,  vlury  is  the 
cfspring  of  infidelity* 

4  liy  diffidence ,  ending  commonly  in  prophanene. 

For  the  Lord  would  haueour  faith  concerning  ipir it uall  patjg  ^^j, 
bldfings  in  heauenly  things ,  to  be  excercifed  and  con- 
firmed by  our  affiance  repofcd  in  his  goodnefle  for  tem- 
poral! bleflings  in  earthly  things ,   as  may  begatheied  by 
the  order  ot  the  fourfh  and  fifchpetitions  of  the  Lords    , 
Prayer.—  liutthc  Vfurers  whole  endcuour  is  to  fettle  Jare  noc^tn-ft 
himfelfe  and  his  eftate  as  it  were  out  of  the  gunfliot  of  to  Gods  pro- 
Gods-prouidence  :  he  will  not  dealeby  huibandry,or  uidence. 
traffique  becaufe  o(  the  hazards  whereunto  cythe'r  of 
both  IS  fubicvSl  :  that  is  to  fay ,  becaufe  of  his  diffidence 
ihGcdjtowhofeprouidencebe  dare  not  truft  his  goods: 
and  therefore  he  will  make  fure  workc  for  himfelfe,  that 
he  (hall  not  neede  to  f^and  to  Gods  courtcfie.  The 
prailice  of  vfury  fhall  bee  as  a  Tower  oi  Bahel  vnto     Note, 
him  ,  that  whether  G  O  D  do  bleffe  the    traffiquc 
of  men  .,    or  not  ,    or  whether  it  goe  well   or  ill 
with    Husbandrie  ,    hce  will    bee  llire  both  of  his 
Principall  and   of  his   gaine.    All  is  one  to   him  , 
whether   the  Marchants   gaine  or   loofe  ,  finkc  or 
fwime  ,  whether  there  bee  Fammine  or  plenty  faire* 

E  weather 
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weather'or  foulc  ,  bee  fcareth  no  flouds   In  a  word, 
"  hischicfecndeuouris,  that  in  refpe6t  of  worldly  things 
hee  may  haue  nothing  to  doe  with  God  ;  and  fo  ac 
,  ,  kngth  of  a  faithlelTe  man  hee  bscommeth  alfo  pro-' 

*"  "***'^'   phaine,    hauing  forgotten  God  ,  as  for  this  fmnethe 
Lordchargeth  lemfdemy  neyther  is  God,  I  means  the 
true  God  in  all  his  thoughts  i  for  hisgcd  Mammondoih 
who;y  pofieffeliisheart. 
Vfurers  idejs-        -pj^g  Vfurer  finneth  by  Idolatrici  For  feeing  the  roote 
^■^^''  of  vfury  is  Gouetoufhelfe  (  which  is  the  roote  of  all 

cuill  )  it  cannot  bee  denied  ;  but  thatcuery  Vfurer  is 
couetous  ;  and  euerycnuetous  manis  an  idolater  E^h. 
5.5.  ^n^n%^m^l\loi Mammon,  Afat.  6*2^^  And  t here- 
fore  no  true  Seruant  of  the  Lord,  now  you  mud  remem- 
ber, that  for  coueiousperfons  and  idolaters,  there  is  no 
inheritance  in  Heauen- 

licm  p.  232.         Secondly  ,  the  Vfurer  finneth  agiinft  his  neighbour 
The  Vfurer  Is  for  whtteas  there  are  two  duties  efpeci ally  to  be  pra(5^ifcd 
both  vniuft  &  towards  our  neighbour,that  is  to  fay,  lulh'ce  and  Charity: 
vnchariub.e,  j^Qj^-e  ^  to  giue  cuery  man  his  owne.and  Charity ^not  to 
feekc  our  owne  but  other  mens  profitluftice:  to  do  no 
V'Tong ,  Charity ,  to  do  good  to  all  ;  vfury  oflFendeth 
againft  both  ,  as  being  both  vniuft  and  vncharitable. 
\fVhfch  copulation  isduely  to  be  marked.   Forwhercas 
Note,      fomealledge,  thatvfury  isnoi  againft  Charity ,whenncy- 
xher  the  lender  nor  borrower  is  hurt  thereby  ,   it  fliall 
hereby  appeare ,  that  if  at  any  time  it  raa^  feeme  not  to  be 
oppofed  to  Charity  as  an  hurtfull  thing,  yet  it  is  alwayes 
oppofed  us  an  vniuO:  and  vnequall  thing.    For  firft,  the 
.    gcnerall  Law  both  of  luftice  and  Charity  is  this,   is 
you    would  that  men  fhouid  do  to   you  ,    {o  do 
Sccth^aiiiwsv  yQu   ^q  them,  likewife.   But    when  you  haue  neede 
oob-ca.  1,     jQ   borrow  ,   you    would  that    Men   fhouid   lend 
you  fteeiy  ,  and  not  impofe  Vfury  vpon  you :  there- 
fore in  like  cafe  3  when  others  would, borrow  ofyou  in 

their 
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their  necefTity, you  ought  to  lend  them  freciy,and  not  im- 
pofe  vfury  vpon  them* 

r^fekdlyitiicyruver finncth  sgainft  himfelfe by  defperate 

folfy.For  a$  eujsry  notorious  Malefa(fiormay  truly  be  laid  -^^•J'^s'^,^' 

to  caft  avvay  himfelfCjand  is  guilty  of  lelfe-murdcr ,  as  it  ncch    agaiuc^ 

isfaidof  i<^<""'^^Jand  his  complices,A/«w.i6.58.  fo  the  Vfu- himfelfe, 

rer  likevvife  pulleth  vpon  himfelfe  the  fearefull  iudgements 

of,God,and  is  guilty  of  his  ovvne  ouerthrow.For  the  Lord 

haththreatned  not  onely  the  tranflation  of  their  goods 

from  them  in  this  world,/'r<?,28.8.  but  aifojas  touching  the 

world  to  come ,  that  they  fhall  not  dwell  in  the  Moun- 

taiRC  ofGo>js  holinc{re('as  may  be  gathered  out  of  the  1 5 

Pijlpiejbut  that  they  fhall  die  the  death,meaning  therby 

the  deathofthe  foule.)  and  that  you  may  know  to  whom  Exch  iS.tj* 

the  caufe  of  the  Vfurers  damnation  is  to  be  irnputediit  is 

added,  and  his  blood  (liall  be  vpon  him.  And  that  is  it 

AVhich  Leo  faith j  Fosntu  -pccunij! ^fnttui  eji antmeei  the  gains 

of  vfury  13  tliegraue  of  the  foule* 

.    The  6.  Teflimonj^Bijhop  Bahlrigton^ 

^ny^.??.te  g-eat  flye;5,andthofebe^reatm€n,thaf  ty- Vpon  Eso1« 
I.  rannoufly  rule,  not  Hiearingbut  (hauingto  the  very  Ch.8.p.ao5. 
skin,if  they  takenot  skin  and  all.And  there  belelTer  9\iQS^ 
and  thofc  be  Vfures,and  other  biting  binders,  who  with 
%\ic\x  Nduexint  vniHcrJi-,r[i2i]it  an  vniuerfall  ruine  of  many 
il  rpan;S^e^a|?,  and'iio,^ fetch  him  in  l^ill  with  The  conditi- 
.ijtO^-af-this^9bligationl,tlm  irixhe  end  his  condition  is  wo- 
full,and  his-  heap,  brealveth  with  the  bitter  griefe  of  Be  ic 
knqvvne to  all  mea.Surely  thcfe  are  curfed  flies  indeed,the 
{ucW^Gfourfapyil-ip  bibbers  of  pur  blood,  the  pinchers  yfuf^y^^^^^^'f- 
of  our.  hearts i  ^4iic(jthe.itingers  .and  wringers  of  our  very  ^^     '^'* 
foules* the  iEgyptian  flics  was  nothing  like  vnto  them,but 
yet  you  fee  was  a  great  plague  of  God,  fent  to  punifli  the 
hnnesofmen.  But  let  ibem  remember  that  thefe  flies  of 
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-^'gypt  had  but  a  time,  God  fentthcm  in  wrath  ,  and' 
tooke   them  away  in  mercy  ,    vpon  intreatic.    Some? 
M<!resoi  other  rhall  Ihnd  vp  ,  and  the  Lord  /hall  fend  a 
tirong  Weft  wind,to  take  thcfe  canker  wormcs  away^and 
cart  them  into  thcred  Sea  ,  that  in  onr  cbaft  they  mayr 
tcrm(nt  no  longer.  ^imc», 
idcm-vpcnibc  ^-  'If  a. man  (  iiith the  taw  )  Bon-ovv  any  thingof  hi? 
mcrcTp  S"     ^^^S^^P""^ '  ^"^  ^'  ^^  hurt  or  clfe  die  ,  the  owner  of  it 
j^y  not  being  by,  he  fhall  lurcly  make  itgoed.    Jf  it  be  air 

hired  thing  he  fliall  not  make  it  good  ,  for  it  came  for 
his  hire*  In  which  Law  ,  if  we  well  vveigheicwe  may? 
firft  fee,  that  if  we  haue  that  thing  which  ourneighbour 
would  borrow ,  and  we  be  able ,  withoirt^  our  hurt, 
welltofpareithim  ,  we  are  bound  to  doit,  brelfewe 
finnc  againft  this  Law  of  GOD  i  and  we  cuen ftealc 
from  our  brother ,  that  which  in  right  is  his*    For  God  ■ 
would  not  euer  haue  made  a  Law  for  recompence  of 
It  is  a  necef-  the  lender  >  if  his  thing  lent  rcce.iuc  any  harmc-,   vnlefle 
faiy  duty  of  j^.  jjad  bccne  a  nccefifary  duty  of  loue  to  lend  when  W€ 
loue  to  lend  ^^^  .  thercforeihis  narrowneffcof  heart  ,   andvnkind  ■ 
^  "^"wcicay,  ^-(pQj-^j^^  ^  J.Q  grudge  vnto  any  that  good  which  by 
lending  wee  can  polfibly  do  him  ,   it  is  hatcfull  in  the  - 
eyes  of  God ,  and  a  {>lainc  breach  of  this  Commandc- 

Secondly  ,  in  this  Law,  (  as'ohc'Kjftfi  v^ry  weH 
noted,  )  wee  may  fee  a  great  light  giuen  to  that  hard 
eontrouerfie  concerning  vftiry of  money.;  For  marke  1 
pray  you,  how  he  faith  in  plainctermes,thatif  the  thing 
"were  hired,  and  though  it  pcriflied  inthcTfe  ,  yet 
fiiould  it  not  be  made  good  by  Jiim  which  hired  it  ,  for 
it  came  for  his  hire.  Thcmoncy  which  Vfurersgiue 
©at,is  hired  as  you  know.  Therefore  ifit  were  a  thing 
t^at  might  be  hired,  you  fee  tiic  fcmcnccof  God,though 
k  ptrifhedr 

Secondlyj  . 
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Secondly,  marke  againe  how  the  Lord  fayth,  though  9 
manlcndof  meereloue  freely  withorut  any  hire,  yctriiaU 
his  TCCom^crKe  be  nothing  morcthengood  will  againc,. 
vnlcflc  it  die ,  or  be  hurt  which  he  Icndcth.  Now  monc/ 
neytherdyeth,ncyther  commonly  is  any  whit  hurt,bm  re* 
turnetheucry  way  as  good  as  it  came. 

Thirdly ,confider how  the  Law  will  haue  an  apparent 
hurt  of  the  thing  l-ent,  or  elicit  alio -a  eth  no  recompence,  Vfurcrs  hauc^ 
but  Vfurcrs  w  it  haue  conlideration  for  likely  loflfe:  fbr/ay  ^^f  j^^^5"°"  '^ 
they^,  If  rhad  had  my  money  ,  pofTtbly  I  could  haue  gai- 1^^  ^^ 
ncd  thus  much  with  it :  yet  are  they  not  fure  they  could  ■ 
haue  done  it,  for  God  could  haue  crofled  their expcd^ati- 
on,'  and  being  not  fure  that  they  could  haue  gained ,  it  is 
.notapparcnc  that  they  haucbcene  hindred:  but  this  Law 
of  God  prouideth  in  equity  onely^  for  apparent  harme, 
and  therefore  nothing  for  thern*^ 

Fourthly,  the  equity  of  this  Law  is  onely  this,  that 
goodwill  bcnolofer,  and  therefore  prouifion  is  made  They  will  haue 
for  recompence,  if  the  thing  lent  recciued  hurt.  But  Vfu-<crwinc  game, 
rers  will  haue  their  good  wiH,as  they  call  it,  certainc  and 
an  cxcefliae  gainer. 

Fiftly,inthislawof  God, the  borrower  is  re^efled, 
that  he  ffiould  haue  hclpc  of  his  ncyghbour  ,  and  nofvfury  regarc 
pay  for  jt ,  vnleffe  he  hurt  the  thing  which  he  borrowed,  dcih  whdy  -^ 
but  vfury  rcgardtth  wholy  the  lender «   Wherefore  it  fee-  ^^^  lender,  * 
meththatif  this. Law  ot  God  had  eucr  any  equity,  thisyr"''^  ^^^^^ 
Vfury  of  money  had  euer  plainciniury,and  that  this  l«ind  j"!,"?  ^^^ 
of  lending  is  voyd  of  loue,  and  therefore  apparantly^  z 
.  breach  of  this  Commandemem  • 
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The  ludgcmeritof  ovKmoftLearncdand  Oi;t}iocW«^ 
al  Diuines  concerning  yfury. 

The  firfl  Teftimonj^BoBor  wilder, 

vpon  Exodus,  T|3EfQj.e  the  feuerallpoynts  belonging  to  this  (qiieftipp 

vfmy  dcWd.  ^^^^  be  dilculTedjfirft  we  muft  fee  what  vfury  15  i»  pim^ 

ex  mutito  velle^  ejuam  mutuatum  fttytmtjHPiTn  eft^  to  defirc 

more  by  lending,then  was  lent  is  wicked, C^'^f^^^?.  i.Vfura 

ej}/ucrum  qmd  accipitur yfoUus  mutuationu  caufa',  Viiiryjis;, 

a  gainc,  which  is  taken  onelyfor  lending,  ^rfinus,  ^^f-^ 

cjuiAlucri  prater  fortem  daifatur ,  what  gaine  foeuer  was; 

giuen  befide  the  principal! :  whereupon  it  is  called  in  the 

Hebrew  74r^/>^,that  is,encreafe of  the  multiplying.  Cal- 

»<»♦  3..  After  the  fame  manner  was  vfury  defined  in  formec 

-  limes ;  as  C/trtliag* 3«rt  16.  N'tdlns  cUricorum  ampliw  acc^'^ 

p'tat^quAm euiquam  acccmodttvit ,  that  none  of  the cleargy 

{Kould  receiuc  more  then  he  hath  \cnu  Augnftifie  thus  de- 

fcibcthan  vCurcr, Si p/HSe^Mam  dedi/i^expe^iM  acfipere.fx' 

»(fr*?r«rf/,if  thou  lookc  tQ;:§Cciu$ j[]riofj?,tli^jy:io^^ 

ucn,thou  art  an  VfuTeEfiirir:3n3  nud  ori  s'fi^^n'/  ,  :i  lol  y^q 

That  this  kind  of  vfury  is  vttetly  vnlavvfull,  and  not  to 

be  praiSifcd  among  Chriftiansjt  ihali  appeare  by  theferca- 

fons«  .  >  bniir;"-  .i"ti"n:ii^  I'l.ijsb&d  v-inorn  ':;. v^iTlV 

^  ,  Firftj  the  Hebrews  wdre  fort^ddefitb  take  any  vfury  a<t 
ned7*°"  ^^'  anoftheirbrethrcnioftheGentiles  they  might:  but  now 
vnlawfull  to  dimta,  ^  maceries ^  the  wall  of  partition  is  taken  a  vva/, 
the  lews .        there  is  neither  lew  nor  Gentile,  but  all  arc  one  in  Chrilt» 

Of  it  felfc  Seccndly,^7^r4  exfuo  genere  nociua  efr^imy  euen  of  it 

hurtfulJ.         j-^i^g  £g  hurtfull,bccaufe  it  is  called  Nefheh^  biting, C^y^^^^* 

And  the  law  of  nature  tcacheth:  thatwefliould  not  doe 

that  to  another,  which  we  would  not  haue  offered  to  our 

fclucs'  Third- 
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Thirdly  ,  vfnry  was  deteftable  among  the  Heathen,  Ecteftabfc  a- 
rrtiich  more  odious  ought  it  to  be  among  Chriftians  :  |^|o"gihcHca- 
as  Cata  being  asked  what  it  was  to  play  the  Vfui'er,  ^  ^^^ 
anfwered  ,  Idem  ciucdoccidere  ;  all  one,  as  to  kill :  and 
further  hee  faid  ,  ihac  in  former  time  ,   they  \(t^  to 
punifli  a  theefe  but  in  two  fold,  an  Vfurcr  in  foure  fold,' 
Calmne. 

Fourthly,  vfury  is  againft  thefirft  inftitution  of  money,  ?^'"."n-  '^-V 
PeetiKtainHentaefi^&c.  Money  was  inuented, and  found  q^ ormonc^y, 
out,  that  thereby  things  neceflary  for  the  maintenance 
of  this  like  might  bee  prouided  :  but  now  it  is  per- 
uerted  and  abuled  to  couetoulneflfejthat  money  may  en- 
creafe  money. 

Fifthly,  the  Scripture  abfolmely  condemneth  vfury vfary againft 
pf  15.  5.  f^f/'.iS.  ij.  And  Chrjfofiome  fayth,  ^/r^-Saipturc. 
rius  falser  omnes  piercatores  maledt^as  ,  the  Vfurer  is 
iccurfcd  beyond  all  Merchants  and  trading  men.  And  J^°^  3^  "^' 
hcc  further  vfeth  this  comparifon  ,  like  as  when  one    ^^  * 
iifteth  Wheate  or  any  other  graine  in  a  fieuc  ,  all  the  ^^^^^^  Mi- 
graine by  little  and  little  flippcth  thorow  ,  and  fo ,  cutfed. 
Solum  HercHs  remanet  in  crthro  ,  onely  ihc  foile  and 
durt  remaincth  in  the  fieue  :  fo  of  all  the  fubftance  and  An'cxcellenc 
ill  gotten  goods  of  Vfurer  s  ,  N'thil  rf??saftet  prater  f  fc  c9ia]^mCoti» 
eatftm ,  nothing  remaineth  befide  linnc,  &e. 

■    If  it  be  Obie6^cd  ,    that  God  permitted  the  He-  Qkieol^ 
brev/es  to  take  vfury  of  the  Gentiles ,  therefore  it  was 
not  {imply  vnlawfull  :  to  this  it  may  bee  Anfwered ,  e/^^/iro  ■ 
that  they  were  thofe  feuen  Nations  of  the  Cdn^anites, 
of  whom  they  might  take  '/fury  ,  which  Nations  they 
were  commarraed  to  deftroy  :  and  fo  by  this  meanes 
they   might   weaken    their    eftate  ,   and   empouerifn 
them  '  whereupon  ^mbrofe  inferreth,    Ab  hoc  vfur^m 
fxige ,  quern   non  fit  crtmen  occidere*     Exa  (ft  vfury  of 

him. 
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Note* 


'Whatfay  you 
to  thcfc  vfu- 
rtrs. 


/»  WilUt 
^poa  Lcvit,    . 


him,   whom  it  is  not   vnlawfull  to  kill. 

But  T>tJViUet  hath  certaineconfidcratiDns,\vhich  make 
thereceiuing  of  fome  gaine  by  the  loane  of  money,  not 
vnlawfull* 

Obfcruchisconfiderationsdilligently,  and  tliou  wilt 
vttcrly  diflikethy  vfurious  prailiies* 

Firrt,  if  thou  lend  thy  money  vpon  vfury,thou  muft'noc 
be  fuch  a  one  as  maketh  it  thy.tradc  to  Hue  by  letting  of 
moEwy' 

Secondly , thou  muft  not  lend  money  vpon  vfury  to  thofc 
of  thepoorer  fort:  for  to  fuch  it  is  fimply  forbidden  to  lend 
vpon  vfur)r,E^tfd'.22,a5, and  that  which  he  allowcs,is pro- 
perly no  vfury, (as  he  faythtj  but  rather  a  gratuity ,that  he 
which  hath  gained  by  anothers  money,niould,to  fhevy 
his  thankcfuU  mind,  make  him,  which  was  fhc  occafion 
thercof^a  rcafonable  .partaker  of  his  gzmCjGratitud^  animi 
/ege  ffaturali  mandatur :  this  gratitude  and  thankfulne-flc 
of  mind  is  commanded  cuen  by  the  law  of  nature. 

Thirdly , the  intcreft  which  thou  rcceiueft  mull  be  mo-. 
derate  not  excefliue. 

. Fourthly  jthis  confi deration  which  thou  rcceiueft  for  the 
loane  of  money, muft  not  be  expath^it  muft  not  be  agreed 
vpon  by  any  certaine compact  or  couenant :  as  the  wordi 
here  are,  lou^mnn,  mn  imponetis  ei:  you  fhall  not  impofe 
or  lay  vpon  him  vfury.  It  is  not  lawfuU  to  couenant  with 
a  m^n  certainelyx©  pay  fo  much;he  may  loofeby  vfing  thc^ 
money ,he  may  be  in  hazzard  alfo  of  the  principall;for  the 
lender  thenioreceiue  a  certaine  gaine,where  the  borrow-* 
er  is  a  certaine  lofer  were  not  iuft.Such  indifferency  muft 
be  vfcd,  IS  that  the  borrower  be  contented,  as  to  be  made, 
pcruker  ef  the  gaine^thatcommcth  by  his  money,  lb  alio- 
proportionably  to  bcarcpait  ofthelolfe» 

Thefecond  Tefiimofty^Dt.Smth. 

TUish  the  full  definition  of  vfury :  ^attdo  aliquis  ae^ 
€C(Utvfm  reigrdtiA  intfrpofnapa^iene:  When  as  any 

^hing 
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things  commeth  for  tjie  vfe  of  money  aboue  the  principal!,  vfuiy  dcfiocd, 
by  way  of  contra6^,  or  comp-i6^ :    for  (o  it  is  fayd  in  the 
Uv//otef}mfi»j  nonimponei,  Thou  fhalt  not  put  vponhim 
vfury. 

That  opinionwhichcondcmnethall  vfury,   isgrcun- yiuiycondcm- 
ded  vponeuident  tellimoniesofScripture,  /'/15.5.  Pro,  i\cA, 
28.8.  £^^1^.18.13.17.  &  22»i2.  and  thefe  places  haue  X  By  Scripture 
fomewhat  in  them  more  generall ,  then  to  be  redrained 
to  the  pcore:  as  that  in  S-c<k:  2^»i^  In  thee  hauethey 
taken  gifts  to  fhed  blood  ,   in  thee  haue  they  taken  vfu- 
ry and  encreafe,  and  thou  haft  greedily  gained  cf  thy 
neighbour  by  cxtoition:  thefe  kinds  of  opprcffion  may 
be  committed  as  well  againft  the  rich  as  poore,  though 
xnoreagainil  thefe  then  the  other. 

The  fecond  Argument  a  gain  ft  vfury,t$Jfrom  the  decrees,  "^ 

of  counfels,  and  teftimony  of  Fathers,  which  generally 
forbid  all  vfury   videlocnm.  ^ 

Itisanfweredtothe(e,andtheliketeftimonieSjtbatthc  ^^'^"** 
Fathers  fpeake  againft  cruell  and  vnconfcionable  vfury:  ^        P*    *^' 
^^a  omntbpu  fe cults  fltu  fatis  ohtinHtt ,    which  preuaiicd 
toomuchincuery  age. 

But  furely  they  condemne  all  vfury  whatfoeuer :  as  ^nfw* 
Jitigufttne  hythf Si plfu  quam dediSli ex^e^as acctpere Ja-'^^ii-i^^^^^ll 
neratores:  if  thouexfped  to  receiue  more  then  thou  ga- 
ueftjthou  art  an  vfurer.  And  Bernard  fayth,  <^uid  eft  vfu- 
ra^venenumpatrirnor.tj  :  quid  eft  vfura  legatu}  Utro  fr4. 
dieens  quid  imendit ,  what  is  vfury  ?  the  poyfon  of  ones 
patrimony:  what  is  legall  vfury?  a  thicfe  fore  Shewing 
ivhat  he  intendethj  tnter  fTiXcept.famiifar, 

The  third  gecerall  Argument  againft  vfury  is,    from  3  ^rgu, 
naturall  reafon  :    as  AriBot/e  thus  realoneth  againft 
it. 

Firft,from  the  vnprofitableneffe  of  it :  for  hethat  is  rich  OTW.t«W ««»?. 
in  moncy,may  oftentimes  w ant  neceflary  food*  f^^ ^,t^?" 

F  Second- PoiitTi.c,  3^ 
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^«f  \n  d^^p-,  secondly/rom  the  infinitcnefle  of  the  defire  of  monev: 
aJl  men  that  are  delirous  or  money ,doe  encreafc it  infimr- 
ly,whercflseuery  laudable  ait,  hath  a  certaineand  deter- 
minate end. 

Thirdly,  they  peruert  the  end  for  the  which  money  was 
appoyntedjWhich  vvasforcommutation,and  to  be  a  means 
to  the  end  :  but  they  make  money  it  felfe  the  end. 

Fourthly,  the  manncrof  the  gaine  fheweth  it  to  bee 
vnnaturall:  for  it  is  according  to  nature  to  reape  profit 
from  the  fruits  of  the  earth, or  from  CatteII;but  it  is  againft 
nature  to  reape  gaine  from  men,  from  one  another;  and 
whenas  money  bcgetteth  money;  whereof  vfury  hath  the 
namcW,  of  begetting* 

@i"  ^  ^^  ^^^^^  reafons  fome  anfwcr,That  although  money  be 

barren  of^t  felfe, yet  by  money  one  may  purchafe  grounds 

_^^^/v  which  will  bring  him  fruit :  But  Hill  the  argument  is  good 

•^^  *  for  originally  this  encreafe  commeth  out  of  money  by 
mans  indurtry:and  fo  by  two  things  not  apt  to  bring  fruit, 
gaine  is  -had :  by  men,and  money ;  and  belidcs  this  anfwec 
femes  not,  but  onely  for  profitable  vfury;  but  where  one 
taketh  vp  money  to  fupply  his  want^  and  ncceffity,  there 
arifcth  no  fuch  fruit. 

The  third  Tefiimonj^  Dr^  fViHiams* 

The  true  •TT^at  you  may  percciuc  and  ynderftand,  how  odious 
Ckurch.P,4j8.    I  2nd  how  detertable  this  biting  theft  is,  I  befeech  you 

toconfider.  Firft,how  vniuft  he  is,efpecially  in  thefe  two 
vfurers  vniuft  things;  I  In  felling  that  which  he  oweth  vnto  the  poore, 
againft  alllaws  for  the  law  of  nature  tels  thee,  that  he  which  hath,  ftiouM 
2  Of  nature;  |gj^^  ^^^  h^\^t  him  which  hath  not ,  as  we  fee  the  floud, 

finding  the  cmptinelfc  of  a  pooIe,  will  not  palTc  vntilJ  it 
2  or  Mofej.  fils  it ;  the  Law  of  Mofet  bids  the  fame  thing  ;  and  the 
i-uk2  fi.jy,  law  of  grace  conlirmes  it, faying,  Doe  good  and  lend  ho" 
3,  Qi  gra?e.  pngfoTmthing againeiand  yet  the  couetous  man  fels that 

which  God  commands  him  to  giue ;  and  he  lets  that  fof 

vfe 


The  Engli/h  Vfurer^  55 

vfe  which  the  Lord  inioyneth  him  to  Jend  for  loue« 

2  In  eating  that  which  he  neucr  laboured  for;  forthc  Gc;i.  j.  r^; 
Lord  fayd  ,   In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  thou  Jhalt  eate  thy 
Bread  :  but  the  Vfurercateth  the  labour  of  other  men,  ^^^5.^'^"^".^^* 
and  for  the  vfe  of  his  money  he  vfeth  to  get  vineyards  n^ucr  laL'r- 
■which  hee  planted  not,  Houfcs  that  liee  bnilded  not,  cdfor,* 
and  many  other  things  that  heneuer  laboured  for. 

Secondly ,  how  cruell  he  is  ;  becaufe  he  eateth  and  hcc  \%  cxfi; 
drinketh  that  with  ioy  and  laughter,which  the  poorc  man  aueli. 
hath  gotten  with  gricfe  and  teares. 

Thirdly ,  how  for  his  theft  hee  tranfcends  ail  other  5  Hce  isthe 
kind  ofThceueswhatfoeuer  :  for  as  there  is  not  a  more  wcni  ct  all 
cflpe6luall  plague  to  hurt  a  man  then  a  familiar  enemy  :  Thccuus. 
fo  the  Vfurers,  being  domefticall  foes  ,  they  doe  im- 
poueridi  and  diiinherit  more  men  then  any  other  Theeues 
can  doe ;  becaufe  other  Theeues  fteale  fccretly  and  in  the 
night  time ,  but  the  Vfurers  follow  their  trade  manifeft- 
ly  ,  though  cunningly  J  day  and  night  :  and  therefore, 
when  the  Romanes  enioyned  other  Theeues  to  make 
double  reftitution  for  their  theft  ,  they  compelled  the 
Vfurers  to  reftore  fourefold  for  their  tran(grefiion. 

Fourthly  ,  how  fearcfall  is  the  punifhment  of  fuch  ^, '    ^  .^ 
theft  ;  becaufe,  as  they hauefpoiled  others  ,   lo they  mem o' "via-" 
jfhall  be  fpoyled  themfelues  j  and  their  fpoyle  will  bee  rers, 
the  greater  •*  becaufe  that  as  the  Dog ,    fnatching  the 
Bread  out  of  the  Childrens  hands,   fnatcheth  the  hand  '  ^" '''''  ''°'^** 
withall  i  fo  Vfurers  ,    feeking  the  wealth  of  thepoOrc, . .  ^^ 
arc  thereby  become  the  vtterruinneofihe  poore,  and    ^"^^*^^^* 
therefore  their  wealth  fhall  be  foone  taken  from  them. 

2  As  they  hauepuniflied  the  poore  on  Earth  more  then  2  In  H.JI. 
many  others ,  fo  their  punifhment  in  Hell  fhall  be  greater 
then  moll  finners. 

And  in  this  there  infernall  punifhment,  it  is  obferued  How  the  v  ij- 
that  the  vfurers  and  then- children  lliall  perpetually  curfe  r^i^.^  ^'^^  f*^^'"^ 
each  other.ihefatherfaymgjcurfed  art  thou,  O  fonne^be- '^^''J-'^''^^"^'^'' 
caufe  that  for  thy  fake  I  am  tormented  in  this  flam.e  j  for  I  'Her  eTcrla"°" 

F  ^  be-  ftm^Jy  ia  hell^ 
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became  an  vfurer ,  left  I  fliould  leaue  thee  a  begger ;  I' 
gaLhered  wealth, that  thou  fliouldeft  not  be  poore,  and  I 
wascontentediebepoore  in  grace,  that  thou  mighteft  be 
rich  in  goods;  and  therefore  I  am  now  poore  in  all  things, 
but  in  torments.  And  the  ionne,on  the  other  fide,  faying 
vnto' his  father jnay,Tather  curfed  art  thou,  O  father,  ^**,ta 
ni^mAtecoK^regajfes  mihi  diuitioij  tion  male  congregates 
eonferuaferTf ;  becaufe  thou  gathereft  thy  wealth  with 
iniquity,  and  lefteft  them  vnto  me  with  a  curfe,  which 
Inathconfumed  them  and  deftroycd  my  foule. 

That  Scraphicali  D0t5tor  Amoninpts ,  Arch-bifl^op  of 
Florence  ^z^iti  he  had  heard  the  confclfion  of  a  wretched 
ThcfornaeoV'  Vfurer,  gauchim  no  other  abfolution  than^  I>^«/ «?/y^r^* 
an  absolution  atHT  tut ,  ft  Vftlt ,  et  condonet  tiht  peccAta  tPta  ,  ^uod, 
which  ABtoni'  ^^y^  credo  :  et  ferdtfcat  te  in  vitam  veternam  ,  qtiod  eFi 
^^^^^^^^^^-^if^pojjibilei  God  be  merciful!  vnto  thee,  if  he  pleafe, 
^^^^^'  and  forgiue  thee  thy  finnes ,  which  I  doe  not  belceuc, 

and  brin  g  t  hee  to  et«i  nail 'life,  which  is  vnpoflible:  that 
is,  Ketoi Jic  ftanttbus  J  if  God  doth  not  wonderful- 
ly worke  a  ftrangeconuerfion  in  his  heart ,  and  the  Lord 
himjelfe^threatneth ,  that  he  which  robbeth  or  giucth 
to  vfury ,  and  recciueth  the  increafe  into  his  bags,he  (hall 
dye  the  death,and  his  blood  fhallbe  rponhim. 

The  fourth  Tefiimonj^Du  Sutton,  ■ 

THcre  is  no  (innc,  be  ft  neuer  fo  prodigious  and  foule 
but  his  mafterhath  fome  plea  tor  it,  and  fomc  rcafoQ 
Rom.i  i-p.'9^i  ^Q  vphold  it.  Some  haue  Scripture,  as  couetoufneffe  hath 
Sfinncs?'l  7VW.5.8.  Vfuryhath,  DeHt.^^.^O.  Vnto  a,  fhrAnger 
p.  47^,;  ihoH  may  fiend  thy  money  vfon  vfitry ,  thongh  not  to  thy 

brother* 

Many  perfwade  'thcmfelues  that  they  haue  law  full 
callings  when  they  haue  none;  liichas  liue  by  vfury, 
carding, dicing,  playing,  thefe haue neyt^cr  the  Author, 

God  ^or  the  end,  the  common  good  * 

No 
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No  calling  is  lavvfull ,  when  the  aclion  pleafcth  not  Idem  p.  477 
Cod  ,  as  I  Cor-i  o.  3U  By  this  I  hope  foniie  will  learne  vfufp„  jjauc 
at  laft  to  glue  ouer  their  calling,  whereby  they  bring  not  „o  lawfull  cal- 
honour ,  but  difhonour  vnto  God  :  thofc  that  liue  vp-  ling, 
on  vfury ,  by  dicing-fioufes ,  by  penning  and  acting  of 
Playcs ,  let  them  all  remember  this  ,  mine  heart  trem- 
bles to  tliinke  ,   what  calling  thefe  men  hauc,  mySoule 
wonders  how  they  glorifie  God  in  them,  I  maruell  how 
thcle  make  for  a  publicke  good  '•  How  God  is  honoured,  a 
kingdome  bettered,  the  common  good  pron:K)ted  by  them 
1  know  not,  I  bciecuc  not* 

7  he  fifth  TefiimoHj  W,  mlkinfon, 

LEt  thofe  who  plead  this  caufe  confldcr,  that  God  DebtSookcf, 
difpenceth  with  no  vfury  ,  when  Nejheb  the  bitting:  In^^y^y  ^^^ 
and  Tarbith  ,  which  they  call  the  toothlefife  vfury  arc  bidden/   ^  ' 
both  condemned*  £*fi^«i8.8. 13.  That  the  lender,  for  vfurers  do  not 
eight  or  fine  in  the  hundred  ,  deales  not  as  he  would  be  as  they  would 
dealt  vrithall ,  for  he  himfclfe  would  neyther  giue  eight,  ^^  do^  rnco. 
norfiuc,  nor  two,  if  hcc  could  borrow  freely  ;  and  the 
rule  of  loue  is,  to  doe  to  all  men  as  we  would  they  /hould 
do  t«  vs.  Mat*']'  12.  Let  them  confider  how  vfury  is 
cried  downe,  among  other  opprelTions  Neh,%,ZjL  Pfi  5  .y . 
How  it  is  condemned  by  the  Councell  oiNiee  in  Glergy 
men,as  a  matter  of  filthy  lucre,(  if  filthy  lucrein  Minifters, 
then  no  righteous  dealing  in  others-)  how  it  hath  beene  ^.       , 
the  vtterruine  of  many  thoufandsin  our  Nation;  how  in  ruUi?ofthou» 
the  Church  ofRomcatthis  day)  ,all  Vfurers  are  excom-  fandi. 
municated  monthly ;  how  no  man  of  note  in  all  antiquity  -**^~'^ 

I  ewes  and  Manichees  excepted)none  1  fay  of  honefty  and 
learnings  for  fifteene  hundred  yeeres  after  Ghrift-  hath  NoHoneftlcar* 
euer  vndertaken  the  defence  thereof  ;  wherefore  as  "edmendefcn- 
loajh  lometimes  fayd  to  the  men  of  Hophra  ,  when  fifteeue '^un^. 
they  ftoodfor  J5^rf/  againft  G(deo»,Wi\l  you  contend  for  dredyceies  af- 
JSaa/ }  let  him  plead  his  o wne  caufe  J  fo  fay  I  to  the  patrons  ter  Chiift. 

F  i  of 
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of  vfury ;  will  you  contend  for  Mammon  ?  let  him  plead 
hisownecaufe- 

Thejixt  Teftimonj,  Mx,  Smitk 

\7Sury  is  vnIawfu]J,for : 
Firft,  It  is  againft  the  law  of  charity  bccau/c  cha- 
gainft  chariry.  nty,  biddcth  vs  to  giuc  euery  man  his  owne,  and  to  re- 
Sermon  vfury.  quire  no  more  then  our  owne:  but  vfury  requireth  more 
then  her  owne^and  giuesnot  to  other  their  owne*  Charity 
reioyceth  to  communicate  her  goods  to  other,  and  vfury 
rcioyccth  to  gather  other  mens  goods  to  her  icife. 
Againft  the         Second!  y,it  is  againft  the  lavv  of  nations,  for  euery  naii- 
jiwof  nations,  on  hath  fome  lawagainft  vfury, and  Ibmereftraint  againft 

vfurcrs. 
Againft  the        Thirdly,it  is  againft  the  law  of  natijre,that  is  the  natu- 
^  J  °f  "^^/^'  rail  compaflion  which  fiiould  be  among  men :    the  rich 
ttndof  God.    ^o„j^  dirtribute  and  doe  good, 

Fourthly.it  is  againft  the  Law  of  God.  £xed,i2.Lffu. 
Calnemaltes    25.56.  D<f»/.2?.ip, 

vfury  lawfull.       Some  thinke  that  vfury  is  lawfuJl,  becaufc  it  is  gainefiill 
Note.     'SS  ^W  thought  that  the  idolaters  bcaftsfhould  not  be 
g^        killed,  becaufc  they  were  fat;  But  as  he  was  commanded 
to  kill  the  fat  beafts,as  well  as  the  Jeane,  fo  we  are  com- 
manded to  kill  fat  fins,  as  well  as  Icane  fins :  gainefull  iins 
as  well  asprodigall  finnes* 

couetous.        %  7  Sury  is  a  notorious  iniufticc  :  when  a  man  makes  a 

p.  7'  ♦  V  gaine  oflcnding,and  binds  theparty  borrov\ing,with* 

riouf  iniufticc  <^"t  confideration  of  his  gaines  or  lo{res,to  repay  the  prin- 

3  forts  of  faorl  cipall  with  aduantage.For  whereas  there  be  three  forts  of 

rowers,  men  that  vie  to  borrow^either  poore  men,  whom  neccfHty 

driucs  to  it,  or  vnthrifts,  whom  prodigality  driues  to  it; 

or  fuflficient  men,that  hope  to  make  a  commodity  of  it ;  it 

is  apparent  by  the  confeilion  euen  of  thofe  that  would 

feemetofay  fomewhat  for  this  vfury,  (as  if  it  were  not  a 

needy 


The  Englijh  Vfurer.  ]9 


fmne  fimp'y  that  it  is  wicl\ed  to  lend  on  Vfe  tothepoore 
needy  borrower ,  for  God  hath  flately  commanded  to 
knd  vnto  him  freely.  And  for  the  vnthriftjit  is  alfo  certaine 
thathefhouldnotbelent  to  at  all  ;  for  that  is  to  ftcde  vfurcrscainc 
his  ifl'ue  with  ill  humors,  and  to  put  a  Sword  into  his  aioft  by  v.n^ 
hand  wherewith  to  deftroy  himfelfe  •*  and  thus  the  Vfu-  thrifts. 
rers  mo  ft  accuftomed  and  oreateft  gaines  are  cut  of.  Now 
for  thethird  kind  of  mcn,ofchemto  exad  gaine  vnconditi- 
onally ,not refpeiling  their  loofing  or  gctting.is  a  Itogether 
againll  the  Law  of  Charity,and  equity  both  for  the  light  of 
naturewillnotfufferany  lo  deny  this  principle  of  Equity, 
that  he  which  will  haue  part  in  wealth,muft  alfo  hauepart 
in  woes  ;  and  he  that  will  diuidc  thcfweet ,  muftalfo 
diuide  the  fowec  '  he  that  will  take  of  the  good  fuccclTc, 
muft  alfo  take  of  the  bad.   And  the  light  of  Religion 
will  not  fuffer  him  that  hath  any  of  it,  to  deny  this  prin» 
cipic  of  Charity  ;  that  Ghriftians  muft  ferue  one  ano- 
ther in  loue,and  not  themfclues  alone  in  felfe-loue  :  both 
which  principles  arc  direftly  contrary  to  the  very  trade  The  Vfurcr 
of  the  Vfurer  ;  for  he  makes  fure  for  himfelfe  to  haue  fe"*c«  bim- 
a  part  onely  and  infalliably  in  the  profit,  and  therefore  ^^^^^^Z^y^i^ 
ferues  himfelfe  alone,  and  not  alfo  his  brother  :  and  for  bj-Qjij^x* 
this  caufc  the  Vfurer  is  fet  among  thofe  that  cannot 
come  to  dwell  in  the  Mountaine  of  God  :  which  hcc 
fhould  not  be,  were  he  not  vniuft.    So  then  the  Vfuret, 
whether  he  do  it  plainely,  or  vnderhand ,  as  men  haue  a 
thoufand  policies  to  couer  their  (inne  in  this  refpefi  , 
muft  vndergoc  the  imputation  of  liuing  by  wrong  and 
iniurie* 

The  eight  lefiimonj  jW,  Dod, 

TN  the  fame  colourable  theft  is  that  common  finne  of 
I  Vfury  ,  which  is  of  euill  report ,  and  hurtfull  effe6l 
*  araongft  men^  and  is  forbidden  of  G  od  in  the  Law  and  J^JJ^  ^^"^'^^  **^ 
Prophets.   It  is  euident  in  Leuk,  25.  55.35.  That  j  ^ant  of 
the  feare  of  God ,  and  a  louing  and  mcrcifull  regard  of  <Sods  f^aie. 

our 
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1  Loue  CO  our  Gur  brothers  life,  be  the  preferuatiues  to  keepe  men  from 

brethren,        this  Vfury  :  therefore  the  praiftife  hereof  doth  grow 

from  the  want  of  the  feare  of  God  ,   and  ofcompaffion 

to  our  poorc  brother.    Adde  hereunto  ,  thatVfury  is  not 

a  calhng  appointed  of  God  ,  but  a  humane  inuentioi), 

Vftiry  not  a     ^^"i^ed  by  worldly  men  to  gaine  filthy  lucre  to  thcm- 

caili^  appoint  felues,  whereby  they  liue  of  the  fweat  of  other  mens  brows , 

t^iofGod.      and  doemany  times  addt  affliction  to  theafBiiled  ,  and 

build  vp  themfelues  in  the  ruines  of  their  poore  neygh- 

bourSj  whom  they  ought  freely  to  fupport. 

The  ninth  Teftmonj,  4^f .  Bolton, 

Vtof  thewidcncsof  theeonfcknces  of  wicked  men, 
proceed  much  mincing  and  excufing.many  interprc- 
Difcourre  of  tations,fauourabIe  conftru<!^ions  and  diftjndUons  of  finne. 
uuehappmcr.  ^^s  for  cxample,that  vfury  isoftwoforts,bicingand  tooth- 
AU  vfury  con-  ^^^^ ;  when  all  kind  of  vfury  is  pefl:ilcnt,and  moft  certain- 
deraaed.         Jy  damned  in  the  booke  of  God- 

Miniftersmay  tell  the  mercileflfe  vn'rerthatbeisinfa- 
Vfurycondcm-  moufly  guilty  .of  that  ilnnejof  which  a  conucrted  lew,  an 
ned  b/  the  '  honeft  Heathenja  tolerableTurke,wouid  be  afhamed  and 
beftDiumes.  rcmorfefuU:  ftigmatizedby  ioynt-confent  of  charitable 
***  ^  ^'  hcarts,and  flrongeft  current  of  beft  Ditjinity,with  a  brand 
of  extraordinary  hatefulneflfe,  hard-heartedneflfe  and  cru- 
I«i»  a  fretting  clty;which  at  this  day  doth  fhrewdly  /bake  the  ftrong  fi-r 
canker.  ,jgyyg  of  this  great  Kingdomc,  like  a  fretting  canker  ,vvirh 

^  plaufible  inuifiblecoiifumption ,  doth  daily  wafte  the 
^Note.  dates,  fucke  the  blood,  and  eate  the  Hues  of  many  poore 
dittrelfed  ones  in  this  Land  i  fils  townes  and  Cities  with 
vnprofitableperfons,  and  the  country  with  mifcries  and 
inhumanities.  Nay,  a-nd  let  carnall  rcafon,  eouetous  hu- 
mour s/uperciliousjobftinateimperioufhefle  fret,and  con- 
tradiiVagCj  and  reclaimeas  long  as  they  will;  to  fet  afidc 
proaccation  of  Godsplagues,  and  confideration  of  piety ; 
eucn  ifl  the  fcnfc  of  nature,  and  morall  confciencc,it  cafts 
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^n  afpcrtion  of  inexpiable  ilia  me  and  difhonour  vpon  vlurcrs  b.c 

•the  ancient  glory  of  this  incomparable  City.   It  is  very  Ha^Ks  anj 

lirange  that  fuch  rauenous  Harpies  and  vfurious  VuL"   ^""^"^ 

lurcs,  (  for  lo  ciicn  Paganifme  Iti'ed  them  hy  the  light 

of  rcafon,)  fnouid  audacioufly  rouilcfpecailyonhigh, 

in  tiie  Eagles  ncit^this  Imperial!  grouc  and  Scat  of  Ma- 

icliy. 

The  tenth  Tejiimony,  M^,  Adams, 

THe  Vfurer  is  a  priuate  theefe  like  ludaj ,  and  for  the  Adairs  wwkcs 
bag  like  JudiU^   which  he  fleales  from  Chrilt  IikeP'.^^'  ^ 
Jfidas  J  or  rather  from  Chnrtians  ,  that  haiie  more  need,  likcViuda*- 
and  therefore  worfc  then  J^f^atA  This  is  a  man  made  out 
of  waxe:  His  Panr  noficris  a  pawne  :  his  Creed,  is  the 
condition  of  this  obligation :  his  Religion  is  ail  religati- 
on :  a  binding  of  others  to  himfelfe  :  of  ;himlelfc  to  the 
Deuill,—— infinite colourds ,   mitigations,   euafi-      Note 
ons ,  diftin^^ions  areinuented,  to  countenance  on  earth, 
heaucn-exploded  vfury :   God  (hall  then  fruftratc  all, 
when  he  povYers  his  wrath  en  the  naked  confcicnce.  God 
fayth.  Thou  jlalt  not  take  vfury,  Goe  now  ft udy  pain- 
tings ,  excufes  apojegies ,  difputc  the  reattcr  with  Cjod  : 
hell  fire  (hall  decide  the  qiieftion-  '        ..v;  ; 

If  VfurerswilJ  notrelWc  byxhemfelues ,  thcyfliali  jjcm  \\  no. 
by  their  pofterity.  For  as  Pitny  writes  of  the  Wolfe,  vlurersiliail' 
.thatitbnngs  forth  ^blindWhcipes:  fo  the  vfurer  light- reftorc  by 
•ly  b^geCs'biind  children,   that  dannot  fee  to  keepe  what  ^^^^"^  poftenty 
iheir  fathers  left.  But  when- the  father  is  gone  to  hell 
for  gathering ,  the  fbnne  often  follovves  for  Icattering. 
But  God  is  iuft.  A  good  man  leaueth  his  inheritanccio 
his  childrens  children:  and  the  wealth  ofthe  Tinner  is  laid 
vp  forthciuiU 

An  vfurer  is  knowne  by  his  very  lookes  often ,  by  his  idem  p.  ^^^:- 
Speeches  commonly,  by  his  a<Stions  cucr;  he  hath  aleanc  i'^^  vmrcr 
checke  ,  a  meager  body,  as  if  he  were  fed  at  the  Diuds  |'"''*»^«^  ^)'l"* 

°  r-  ,    loofess,, 

\j  a  A- 
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allowance  :  his  eyes  arealmoft  funketo  the  back/ideof 
his  head  with  admiration  of  money.  His  eares  are  fet  to 
tell  the  clecke;  his  whole  carcaffe  a  meerc  Anatomy.Soine 
Viurers  haue  fatter  carcaiTeSjand  can  find  in  their  hearts 
to  Urd  their  flefh:  but  a  common  meagernefle  is  vpon  all 
their conlciences. Fcrai/*^ pec/tnU ,fH»m  m»if>i£. 

Nature  hath  fet  a  pitch  or  termeinall  infcriour  things, 
when  they  fliall  ceafeto  increafe.  Old  Cattell breed  no 
longer:  doted  trees  deny  fruit  ^  the  tired  earth  becomes 
barren  ^  onely  the  Viurers  money,  the  longer  it  breeds  the 
KT^.^ .  luftier  ;  and  a  hundred  pounds  pnt  out  twenty  yeares 
iincCjis  a  grandmother  of  two  or  three  hundred  children ; 
pretty  ftriplings ,  able  to  beget  their  mother  againe  in  a 
;>rttime» 


£< 


\:Ach  wan  to  heauex  his  hands  for  l>leff»greares  i 
\  OkcIj  floe  yfurer  needs  not  fty  his  prayers • 
Blew  the  Wtvde  Eafi  or  Wefi^  flenty  or  dearth ^ 
SickMcjfe  or  heaitrhy  fit  on  the  faceef Earth, 
Hi  cares  noti  Time  rvtU bring  his  money  in  s 
Each  day  augments  histreafare  andhn  fin^ 
Be  the  day  red  or  Hack£i>*  Calender, 
Corf?men^  or  holy  Jits  the  Vfmet^  \  ; . 
Uejiarues  his  Carcajje^and  true  me^ey  ^auel 
^9iif  withff^ehsfii^9d(hi».eheek£f  lo^hugraue* 

Idem  P   iu        ^^^  Vfurer  (Krinkes  vp  his  guts  with  a  ftaruing  dyer^ 
*   as  with  knot-graHe:  and  puts  his  ftomaekc'  intohis'purfe. 
He  fels  time  to  his  cultomers,  his  food  to  his  cofcrs ,  his 
body  to  languilhment^his  foule  to  Satan. 


fpon  Com.  8, 
viury  dcfiaei 


Th&ikuenth  Tefiimonj^M'^,  Per  kins. 

VSury  isa  gaine  t^^^td  bycoucnant,aboue  the  p-in- 
cipall,  oncly  in  Ueu,  and  tccompence  of  the  lending 
i.  of  it. 
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vfnry  being  eonfidcrcd  as  it  Is  thus  dcfcribcd,  is  quitecon- 
trarvto  Gods  Word,and  may  very  fitly  be  tearnied  by  ting 
lucre.  Exod,i'2;t^.i^* £^ek:iS*^    i.Ccr.S.i^, 

The  trvelfth  Tefti^ony  M^.  FcntOK, 

LEt  cucry  one  who  defireth  to  refolue  hi?  cCnfcience  j^^^^^^^  ^f 
for  thi?  matter  by  Scripture  (  theoneJy  true  ground  y,uryp  ^8, 
ofa  ChrilHanrefoIution)  kthimconfrder,!  fay,  how  ney- 
ther  vfury  norinterert  ,  bitting  vfury  nor  increafc  iseuer  vfury  con, 
onc«  named  in  the  Booke  of  'jod  ,  but  it  is  condemned  ;  demncd  ui 
condemned  amongft  fuch  a^bominations  as  bring  acurfe  ^o»i^Soo|sc. 
inftead  of  a  blelTing  :  anetern^ll  curfe  vpOhtheSouleof 
the'ViUrer ,  and  a  tcmporall  curfc  Vpon  his  wealth  at\d 
polteriry. 

Let  fome  of  thefc  tender  confciences  ,   who  are  fo  Is  u  not  a  ^ 
rrgent  to.  call  for  warrant  out  of  the  bobke  of  God, for  Uume  forme 
etSryceremony  and  matter  of  forme  in  the  Church,fecke  j^^^Yt  "the 
a  warrant  for  this  their  prafltiee ,  whfich  fo  neerely  con-  communion , 
cerneth  them  ;  and  let  them  feckc  it  at  the  Oracle  of  God  and  to  be  pio- 
who  hath  not  left  it ,   as  he  bath  njany  other  things,  ey-  ^eft  vruters. 
ther  tothedifcretion  of  thtf  Church  ,  orwifdome  ofcom- 
-  mon-wealths  i  'buthatfi  voiichfafcd  to  dctermi  ie  it'in  bis 
owne  booke  to  oiir  hands  :  to  (ct  downe  an  expr(^lie 
Law  againrt  lUn  Bxed-^s  :  to  renew  and  rcuiue  that  Law 
againe  and  ngaine  in  Leuit.  kxxd  Duterz  toratifie  and 
confirme  it  With  no  other  words  then  himfelf^  vfed  at  the 
jiubii{}iiTig  of  the  whole  Morr'all  la\v;to  fpecifie  the  onely 
limitation  m  hich  he  meant  to  tolerate  for  a  time;  to  adde 
the  promife  of  blefling  to  the  keepers  of  this  Law:  and  to 
denuonce  fuch  fearefull  iudgcmcnts  againft  the  tranfgrcf- 
forsof  the  fame:  vpon  riieir  wealth  and  pofterity  in  this 
worldjvpon  their  owne  fcules  in  the  world  to  come. 

The  Vfurer  hath  great  gainc  and  ccrtainc  *  fomctime*  l^'mp,  ioi» 
out  ot  little  gaine  :  fon-;etimes  out  of  no  craine  :  fome-^  ""^"r'^  ^*"^ 
limes  out  of  *oiie  i  ^iwsycsoutofvncertaintiesi  alv/ayes  g'''n""luc.ef- 
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out  of  iabour  and  paincs,out  of  care  and  coft,  out  of  ha- 
zard and  perill  to  the  borrower.    Cammeth  all  this  oa 
Gods  Name.'' 
iJcm  p  14J,         T\-\tic  was  neuerany  Church  or  Churchman  ,  carrying 
JNo  writer  dc-  the  name  of  aChriftian^who  hath  defended  inwriting  any 
f-nded  vfury   branch  of  vfury  ,  for  the  Ipacc  of  fifteene  hundred  yeares 
hu^Tcd  yecics  ^^^^  ^^^^^^'     Ncyther  was  this  for  want  of  occafion  gi- 
aft^r  Cbuft.    P^"  ' ^^^-'^^  !^^^^  ^tcene  both  praaifed  and  written  againft 
Note.  '    !"  ^^^  ages-Keythcr  can  wc-with  modeftie  impute  it  to  the 
ignorance  of  the  Church  :  for  as  fliceis  acknowledged 
tobe  moft  EaoJe-fighted  in  the  time  of  her  purity;  fo 
when  fhc  was  ouerfhadowed  with  fuperftition ,  her  wri- 
ters, in  cafes  of  confcience,  for  matters  of  morality  were 
mort  exadl:  asbytheir.  Ichoole  Diuinity  is  euident  tjo  be 
feene.    Yet  where  fhall  we  find  any  one,for  fo  many  ages 
of  the  Church,who  could.euer  deuilea  diftindUon  to  faue 
$0  vfurers  foule* 
M"*.  Fentons      ^^  ^^^^  defires  to  be  fnl  ly  fatisfied  concerning  the  vn- 
Ircatiic  of      lawfulncfTe  of  vfury  ,by  Scriptures,  Fathcrs,the  latter  times 
vfury  uablc/.to  of  ignorance;  by  thetcflimopies  of  the  Church  aflembled 
fatisficthofc   Jq  Councels ,  .by.  the  tcftimonyof  Diuines  in  reformed 
that  tc  noc     cburches,  by  the  tertimoniesof  Pnilofophers,Hiftorians, 
minded  bythethreeLawes/.iCanonjiCiuill,  3  Common  :  by 

Itfong and conuincingargurnents:  finally,  hethatdefires 
to  haue  thofe  motiues  anfweccd ,  which  perCwade  fome 
to  the  lawfiilnefle  of  vfury  ,  let  him  read  with  diligence 
the  learned  Trcatife  of  vfury ,wxicten  by  M'' .  Fentott,  rea.d 
his  Treatifc  with  afingleeye,  iudge  of  what  thou  rea- 
deft  without  affe(JlioD:and  confcrme  thy  aftcclionto  riglit 
iudgement' 

ThethirteenthTeftimonj  Mr^Ro^erx^oftVeatheysfii'ld, 

THefe  beingthe  mofl  vfuall  kinds  ofcontrai5^s,do  fliew 
the  nature  of  the  rcfl,  which  are  in  vfe  among  men, 
demerit"'°^*^-aiiddoc  Icauc  no  place  to  that  opprcfTion  in  the.  world, 

vfHryviUawfuJJ.,  €3l<* 
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called  vfury ,  or  any  other  fnch  feeking  of  mens  priuaie 
profit  in  their  dealings ,  without  regard  of  the  common 
benefit  of  both  :  that  is  ,  when  both  parties  are  not  pro- 
vided for,  to  their  contemation  and  fatisfying  according 
to  equity,  and  to  the  meaning  and  prouifion  made  by 
Godin  thatbehalfe:  which  is,  that  the  one  without  the 
other  fliould  not  be  benifited'or  inrkhed  ;  but  the  one  to 
hauccare  and  confideration  of  the  other,  and  the  Com- Regard  had  of 
mon- wealth  ofboth(  as  I  haue  fayd)  refpeaed  which  if  it  ^^^  P}^"f' 
were  regarded  betwixt  both  parties,  could  in  no  wife  be  ^^^'^  ^'"'^'' 
iul^ly  complayned  of:  neythcr  isfuch  dealing  of  the  na- 
ture and  kind  of  vfuryjWhetherit  bein  hiring  and  letting; 
or  in  any  other  kind  of  contra6l  whatloeuer ;  but  that 
common  dealing  for  loin  the  hundred,  or  9,  or  8,  or 
any  fuch  like,  which  is  w  ithout  due  confideration  of  tfic 
Common -wealth,  and  vpholdingof  both,  is  vttcrly  to  be 
condemned. 

Which  if  it  be  well  and  duely  confidcrcd^will  foonean- 
fwere  all^ronfcionablc  men,  about  the  queftion  of  vfury  NovfcorVfu- 
and  opprclTion ,  that  there  can  be  x\o  vie  of  them  itt  the  ''/  ^^  Church 
Church  of  God,nor  the  Chrili  an  Common-wealth:  the  'JJ"  ^^^"^^ 
Law-maker  hauing  fayd  of  both,  as  of  witchcraft  and  Idd-  ^ 
latfy,tlier€  (hall  be  none  fuch  in  Ifrael,that  is,among  Gods 
people.  And  as  for  teaching  others  their  duty ,  (efpecially 
in  money  matters)  who  haue  not  giuen  themfelues  in  full 
rcfolutionto  be  guided  by  Gods  Word ,  Preachers  may  ^'^^  ^^^^"'  .^ 
foonerweare  their  tongues  to  the  ftumpes,  then  they  may  no"vS''vfi^ 
pteuaile  with  them.  r^s. 

If  thou  defirelt  the  iudgement  of  other  diuines,  befides 
ihele  before  mentioned ;  read , Mr.  Bayf7e^hk  dired'^ions  to 
a  godly  life,  p«i72.  Ms.PhiltpSyViponMath» /^*  p  ip8. 
Mr.  Dyke,  vpon  Repentance,  p.  143 ,  144.  Dr»  ScUter^ 
Ypon  the  2  Thef,  p.  ^J1*W.  RobroHgh^  Balmc  from  Gi. 
leud,  p.35ji7^,*i5.^85, 320,325. 43a.  D%^yvA»5 Reme- 
dy againftcouetoufnelTe,  p.  33.  W^f^t/foM,  Theologicail 
rules  for  the  vnderltanding  of  holy  Scriptures,  p.  70. 

G  3  and  ^ 
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and  in  his  mifticall  cafes  and  fecrets  of  Diuinitjr,p.i8o.Mr, 
Brinjley^m  the  third  rule  and  watch  of  Jife,p.  p/.  W.Ro^ 
gers  o^Dedh<tm,  Treatifeof  loue,p.235,236.Dr.;^^^^on  A- 
gurs  prayer,p.32^i47  read  alfo  the  ^J^part  ofthe  Homily, 
againtt  theperill  of  Idolatry,  py^-  where  vfury  is  ranked 
with  grofle  fins,and  condemned  fcr  vniiift  gaine.Read  the 
2d.  part  of  the  Sermon  or  Homily  for  Rogation.weeke,  p. 
2r25»  where  vfurers  are  f  aid  to  haue  their  goods  of  the  di- 
uelljto  be  worfhipers  ofthe  diiTelI,to kneeic downe  to  the 
dixxtW  at  his  bidding-  See  alfo  W^Sct^ddcry^on  the  Lords 
Prayer,p,  276, 

MuVenton       ^^  *^  "°^  ^^"^^  ^^  ^''^^  ^^  ^^ conclufion ;  it  hath  bcene 

•f  vfurv.  p,t.  ^^^rnedby  wife  men,  that  vfurers  will  notca/ilybeper'* 

Vlurcis'notea-  ^waded  to  forfake  their  finne  ;  their  gnine  of  Viury  ist? 

£iy  pcrfwaded  fwcet  gainc, without  labour,  without  coft^withom  perill; 

w  Icaue  their   Jd  it  be  granted  that  they  will  not  forfake  this  fo  pJealartt, 

^^'  and  fo  profitable  a  iin;  yet  by  thefe  Teftimonys,they  may 

be  conuinced  in  their  judgements,  ofthe  vnlawfune^e  of 

vfuryjand  fo  they  fhall  be  made  without  cxcufe  at  the  Uft 

day, when  ChrilifhaJl  come  in  flaming  fire  with  his  migh* 

ty  Angels  to  render  vengeance  to  all  diiobedieni  per- 

,fons*  ■  .-.^.,-',  -    ■'  \  s-  "^^r     .:,  - 
As  for  y  oii  that  niake'a  trade  of  vfury , if  you  fha  If  thinkd 
,  your  iudgements  10  be  of  fuch  waight,  that  ail  thele  toge* 

IhriudglJ*  ^^'^'^  ^^  "°^  ^^^^  ^'^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  againll  yon ,  yet  I  hope 
xncnt  of  tbefc  they  wiU  fo  much  moue  you,  as  to  bring  the  ballance  to 
Tcucf  end  Di-  a  fufpence,  that  you  will  thinke  vfury  very  quefiionable  at 
wmcs  fliould    ji^g  iggf^ .  ^^^  jf  jjt  5e  queftionabIe,then  it  is  vnhwfull  to 

?^^^to'quefU.  ^  ^^"^*     ^"^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  reuerend  BiOiops  and  learned 

en  their  trade.  Diuines^will  not  fo  moue  your  vnderftanding,to  make  it 

queflionable;  then  I  will  fay  no  more,    and  I  can  fay  no 

Jefie,  but  that  you  Vfurers  thmke  that  you  know  fome- 

xCor.S.a.      what.Andthen  S.-^/sft/makethvpthereI^,thatyou  know 

nothing  as  yee  ought  to  know  it. 

To  him  who  knowcth  vfury  to  be  a  finne,  it  is  afinnc, 
becaufehc  knoweth  it.To  him  that  doubtctii,itii iikcwiic 

a 
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a  finne,becaule  he  doubteth.Andtothereft  itisa  finneof 

ignorance,  but  of  af]fed'ted  ignorance  :  whofc  eyes  ara 

blinded  eyther  with  pride^' ^  becaufe  they  would  be  iingu- 

lar ,  or  with  lucre  and  gaine/  bccauTethey  would  not  di-  y.     ^  ^^^^^ 

fturbe  their  confciences  by  examining  or  difcouering  that  of  niFeacd  k- 

iinne  wherein  they  haue  lb  fwcetly  flcpt,  and  doe  (till  re-  norancc* 

pofe  themfelues'  Butluch  ignorance  doth  neyther  excufe 

nor  extenuate  the  fault,  but  rather  agraoate  the  fame,be- 

♦aufc  it  is  wilfull* 

Chap.  5. 
Smilhudes  to  Mch  vfureyf^andvfurie  are  rtfemkled, 

VSury  is  a  tbriuing  occupation.  Vfury  is  like  that  VfurySkcihe^ 
Perfian  tree,that  at  the  lame  time  bud  Sjbloifomcs,  P^rfian  tree.  > 
and  bearer  fruit.  The  moneys  of  intereft  arc cucr-  ^^dara^v/oikM* 
more  fome  ripe  for  the  Trunkc)  others  drawing  to  P*  '^^* 
imturity  ,thc  reft  in  the  flovrre  approaching,  all  in  the  bud 
of  hope.  But  the  vfurer  is  mad ;  for  his  finnc  at  once  buds,  Viurcxs  mad. 
blofTomeSjand  brings  forth  the  fruir  of  vengeance.  Eucry 
Bond  he  takes  of  others,entcrs  him  into  a  new  obligation 
to  Satan  :  as  he  hopes  his  debtors  will  kcepeday  with 
him,the  diuell  expedsno  lefTe of  himfelfe.  Euery  forfeit 
he  takes  Icores  vp  a  new  debt  to  Luciter ;  and  euery  mor- 
gag*d  land  he  icizcth  on ,  enlargcth  his  dominion  in 
hell. 

Money  lent  vpon  vfury  to  a  poore  man  to  fupply  hi* 
need  ,may  not  vnfitly  be  compared  to  a  pecce  of  new  cloth  V"u'      ^^"^ 
lowca  vpon  ant)jd  garment  5  for  that,  although  it  couerojjaarmcn:, 
the  rent  for  a  time,  and  feemeth  to  haue  mended  the  gar-  gb  Dewftam 
ment,yet  after  a  while.the  new  cloth  frctteththeold,and  i'i.i$.^.io6f 
bringeth  away  a  part  of  it,  and  fo  maketh  the  rent  much 
vvorie. 

Though  the  vfurers  fometimes  doe  vaunt,how  kindly 
they  dcaic  with  their  debtors  3   in  foibcaring  them  from  ^dcmp  1^4^ 

ycare     Note« 
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yeerctoyecre  :  yet  the  truth  is,  thelongertheyforbeare, 
the  greater  is  their  gaine,  and  though  they  deferre  the 
The  Vfurcr     borrowers  mil'ery ,  yet  in  deferring  it ,  they  do  increafe 
compared  to    {i  ;  and  therefore  by  fome  aic  not  vnfitly  compared  to 
Ca  ^'^*^*^^-      the  gr  eedy  Cat ,  which  though  for  a  while  fhe  plaieth  with 
the  iilly  Moule ,  yet  in  the  end  tlie  will  bee  fure  to  de- 
uoure  it. 
Vfurcrs money      The  Vfurers  money  is  like  the  biting  ofihc  Afpe,  tor 
like    the  bic  ^^^r^  35^^  which  is  biiten  of  the  Ai'pc ,  goeth  to  flecpe.as 
^l%i,   *'^      if  he  were  delighted,  and  through  the  pieafamnefleot  his 
llecpcdieth  ;  fo  he  which  borrow eth  vpon  vfury  is  de- 
lighted for  a  timeas  one  that  had  receiued  a  good  turne; 
and  fo  through  the  pleafure  of  the  imagined  benefit  hee 
doth  not  perceiuc  how  he  is  taken  captiue.  For  euen  as 
Viury  .^^*^P^J!'  the  poyion  of  the  Afpe,  fecrety  conueyi»ig  it  felfe  into  all 
"^'[iaI14^^^hemcmbcrs,corruptcth  the  whole  body  :  (b  vfury  dif- 
borrowcis       perfing  it  felfe  through  all  the  borrowers  g^od.,  con- 
goods,  uerteth  them  into  debt.  And  euen  as  ieauen  which  isput 
It  is  like  lea-  jj^j-q  meale  ,   infc^leth  the  whole  lumpe  ,  and  drawing 
A^'^ichrifoft.  ^^  ^°  ^^  ^'^"^ '  turneth  it  into  the  nature  oFieauen  :  fo  when 
a  .Homil  1 1,  in  vfury  cntrcth  into  any  mans  Houfe ,  it  draweth  all  his  fub-^ 
fine.  fiance  vnto  it ,  and  turneth  it  into  debt. 
"Bh.DowHdm      The  Philofophermatcheth  the  Vfurer with  the  baud  : 
PI  I?,  p.  2j8,  iuid  to  the  fame  purpofe  obferue  the  coherence,  Demer, 
Vfurcrs  drones  23.  \%,  jp.  It  is  a  wonder  therefore,  that  in  the  hiue  as 
Vfnra  eH  qu^f^  -j.  ^^^^  of  the  Common-wealth,  fuch  drones  are  lufferedi 
i^H<^  /^S«  '  •  y^\^i^\^  Ymz  of  the  fweat ,  yea  blood  of  other  men ;  who 
Vfury  is  gaine- outof  other  mens  labour  attaineeafe,  out  of  other  mens 
tuU  idlcneiTe.  hazard  gaine  fccurity  ,  out  of  other  mens  loiie  reape 
gaine. 

Similes* 

LVther  fa yth  ,  an  Vfurer  is  a  blood  vfucker .  of  the 
pc6ple  :  and  as  a  Worme  in  an  Apple  or  Nuc  con- 
fumeth  all  that  is  within  ••  fo  an  Vfurer  d^uoureth 
the  fubfiancc  of  the  City  by  wonderfull  and  fecreic 
meanes* 

The 
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The  Vliirer,  whofe  tralTickeand  trade  it  is  to  make  men  ^^^fi^ill^Kjhv 
miferable  ,  and  to  raifc  bis  gaineout  of  other  mensaducr-  L>ebcbookep, 
fity  ,  heeis  faith  Cbryfofiome,^^j^<iff  mdnutn  ftt/cipiens  et  '^^* 
in  tMTifragtum  tw^elletis.  As  a  man  taking  one  by  the  hand 
to  pull  out  of  the  water  ,  but  kickinq  dim  backe  agai^e 
totheShipwracke  of  his  (ubftance,  andofhiai(elfe,which 
is  a  rude  and  a  barbarous  part  in  any ,   to  hurt  infallibly,  The  Vfurcr 
v/hom  hec  pretends  to  helpe-   This  is  one  of  the  bitter  liu's*  ^^o^c 
Potions  which  the  world  reacheth  forth  to  ouer-pui-  whon  face. 
■chafers,  and  ouer-traders >   which   they  are  forced  to  ^^jp^*]  ' ^* 
drinke  to  the  very-dreggcs   ,    when  they  cannot  bee 
content  to  •  walke   within  their  compaffe.    As    a  man      Note. 
cannot  touch  Pitch  but  bee  defiled  therewith  :  'o  hec 
cannot  deale  with  vfury  without  detriment,  ipfofaUo^  the 
firft  moment. 

When  the  Vfurcr  faith  that  he  lendeth  for  compaiTion,  ^.   s   •  ^ 
he  meaneth  for  compaflion  of  himfclfe  ,  that  hee  may  j  c'grmon  vp, 
gaine  by  his  pitty.  The  Vfurer  loueth  the  borrowetias  the  on  vfury. 
luyeioueth  the  Oke  ;  the  iuyc  loueth  theOke  to  grow  The  vfurcr 
by  it ,  fo  the  Vfurer  loueth  the  borrower  ,  to  grow  rich  li!«c  ih:  Iuyc, 
by  him.    The  luye  clafpeth  to  the  Oke  like  a  louer ,  but 
it  clafpeth  out  all  the  iuycc  and  lap ,  that  the  Oke  can-  ^ 
not  thriue  after  :  So  tne  vfurer  lendeth  like  a  friend, 
but  he  couenameth  like  an  enemy,  for  he  clafpeth  the 
borrower  with  fuch  bands,  that  ewer  after  he  diminilLcth, 
asfaft  as  the  vfurcrencreafeth. 

The  Vfurcr  is  like  a  Butlersbox  :  foras  all  the  counters  y^e  vfurcr 
atlaft  come  totheButlcr:foallthemoneyatlaftcommeth  like  a  Battlers* 
to  the  vfurer,  ten  after  ten,and  ten  after  tcn,and  ten  to  ten,  box, 
till  at  latt  he  receiue  notonely  ten  for  an  hundred^but  an 
hundred  for  ten.  This  is  the  only  difference,that  thcf  Butler  ^^^^ 
can  receiue  no  more  then  he  aeliuercth  :  but  the  Vfurcr 
leceiucth  more  then  he  deliuercth. 

He  is  like  a  Moath  ;  euen  as  a  Moath  eateth  a  holein  Like  a  Meail;, 
Cloth,  fo  Vfury  cateth  a  hole  iniilucr. 
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AJams  works      The  gentleft  vfury  is  a  mo(^  fharpe  thorne  ,  and  pricks 

p.1058.  the  iidesofthe  Country  till  the  blood  followes.    AnVfu- 

VfuTy  a  fharpe  ^^^  ^-^^^  ^-^  money  ,   is  like  a  man  that  hath  no  worke  of 

Not"        ^^^  owne,    yet  keepes  a  feruant  to  let  out  :  and  takes 

not  onely  hire  of  others  for  his  daily  labour ,  but  chard  g- 

cih  him  to  fleale  fomewhat  befides,  and  neucr  to  returne 

home  empty. 

An  vPurcr  An  Vfurer  is  worfethexi  all  flnners,  he  is  worfetbena 

woifc  then  all -j-^^gf-g  .  ^  Thecfcrobbeth  but  in  the  night,  buttheVfu- 

w"-rc 'then  a  ^^'^  robbeth  day  and  night. 

ihecfe.  Hs  is  worfe  then  Hell  j  for  in  Hell  onely  the  wicked 

'Ihcn  Hdl.     fnall  bepunifl-icd  :  but  the  Vfurer  punifheth  ;  and  fpoileth 

both  good  and  bad  and  fpareth  neyther  holy  nor  vnholy. 
Ihcnalfrw.         j-jg  is  worle  then  a  /*w  ,  for  one  lew  will  nottakc  vfu- 

ry  of  another  :  but  the  Vfurer  will  take  vfury  of  his  Chri- 

ftian  brethren* 
Then  death.       He  is  worfc  then  death/or  death  kiileth  but  the  body, 

but  the  Vfnrcr  kiileth  body  and  Soule. 
Worfcthcn         Heisworfe  then //!#^-f,  for /^«/i^j  fold  Chrirt  but  once 
ludas.  for  thirty  pence,  butthey  fell  Chritt  continually,  as  often 

,,  as  they  take  vfury  :  lud^ts  rellored  tlie  money  againc, 

^orthbnoki     ^      ^  y  j^j-g^g  neuer  reliprc ,  the  money  agakie  ,  thai^ . 

poore    mars      ,  -mi  1  ■        .      -     /•'•    '    ■  =! 

Lrdcn  f  170.  they  vniumyhaue  taken,     —-'p--   ^   •.      ,  '  V  ^ 
Idem  p.  270^.  -    The  VfurerishkeaPigge,  for  while  he  Imeth,  he  is 
An  Vfurer  like  good  and  profitable  for  nothing ,  for  he  will  beeuer  root- 
^  P^BS^»         ing  vp  the  Earth  ,  running  through,  and  tearing  of  hed- 
ges :  eating  and  deuouringvp  good  Corne,  De^nss  and 
Peafon  ,  fo  likewife  doth  the  wicked  fwinifli  Vfurer 
whillt  hee  iiueth  ■  but  when  the  Pigge  is  dead  ,    then 
there  cora^iieth  profit  by  him  to  many  :  fo  the  Vfurer, 
when  death  ukcthliiaio  then  the  jjoore  may  have  Ipme 
profit..  ^^V':. -.--■>•'--■'>  v?--^-^"J2i?'  -■!Oi_D'^-;ar-  • 

Yfurers  like  The  Worm€  Tereeio  is  10k  to  touch  ,  but  ithatH  fuch 
thaWorme  in  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  -j.  Jeuoureth  and  coniumeth  the  hardtim- 
pZe"'pofic.  ^^^  '•  Soihe  Vfurerisafoft  beaft  at  the  Ml  to  handle, 
of  vfury  p  4S»  b«t  in  coiitinuance  of  lim*:^,    ths  l^^nefie  of  his  teeth 
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willeata  man  vp  ,  flcfh  and  bone,  if  hehauenota^e^pc- 
c  all  regard  to  I'^nne  him. 

The  Vlureris  like  the /»<r«fr,  which  biteth  foforejasthat  The  Vfurcr  i$ 
lie  neuer  loo'eth  ti;s  teeth, vntill  he  haue  broken  the  bones,  ^^^^-  thcBcucc. 
It  may  be  truly  iayd  ofthefe,  dcfolation  and  deftru^tion       Mor-, 
is  in  their  path     wherefoeuer  they  let  foot  j  they  make 
hauockeoUjl* 

The  Prophet  f^-'/^'f/dcch  hedge  in  this  finne  betweene  Ezek.  iz,xi, 
Bribery  and  Extortion. And  in  pnother  place  we  Oiall  hnde,Exoj,zi.25^ 
that  it  and  opprefifi'  n  is  made  both  one  *•  thus  by  Gods 
ovvneteftimor^y  thele  are  cpprcflors.  Not  vnaptly  may  we  ^j,^.  ^  I^^ 
compare  the  vfurer  to  tnc  nearher  milrtone,  which  is  flow  y\^l  ncacher 
and  rturresnot ;  he  fits  at  homeland  ipends  his  time  in  a  de-milfloie. 
'  uillifli  Arithmeticke,  in  numeration  of  houres,  dayes^and  How  he  fpcni* 
moneys,  in  Subftrai^ion  from  other  mens  eftates,and  mill-  his  time, 
tiplication  of  his  ov\  nc ,  vntill  he  haue  made  diuifion  bet-     Note. 
weene  hib  foule  and  Heauen,and  diuided  thecarth  to  him- 
fclfe,and  himfe  fc  to  hell*  His  Broker  we  may  compare  to 
the  vpper  millicne( without  which  the  ncathermilf^one  may 
feeme  vnproft table) iliar  is  quicKc  &  ftirringj&  runs  round ; 
-the  poorc(likc  v  orne)who  betweene  both  thefe  is  grinded 
intopowder.Surelyit  isforour iinnes  that  God  fufesvfu-  Vjurcrs  fuiFc- 
rersamongft  vs:it  maybe  hefuffersthefea  whilc;ashe  did  i'<<i  ^or  our 
the  CfinAAnttes  in  i]rael^  left  the  wild  beafts  Oiouid  breake  fi"""'* 
in  vpon-them  ;  left  pride  and  a  full  clhte  fhouldfpill  men? 
fouleS'Yetwe  may  fafeiy  fay  of  thefe, as /^/«^  did  of  thole, 
they  are  prickesin  our  fides,  and  Tnornes  in  oureyes.  Now 
the  mercy  of  God  nd  vs  of  them  :let  them  bring  what  ex- 
cures,apologies,mitigations^cuaiions50r  diftinctions  they, 
poflibly  can  inuent :  iet  them  rep.y,vfury  is  nohnnc^  many 
learned  men  are  of  this  opinion  :  yet  whatarethcy  the 
better  if,God  himfclfcbe  not  of  the  famem.nd  thole  lear-  ^^: ,,  ^^^hic 
ned  men  are  off  and  let  them  tel  mc  if  their  ccnfciencescan  yard^l;  Jix. 
bc.fofatifficd.  Would  not  the  greateftViuiCr  willingly  313, 
giue  an  hundred  pound  bag  to  be  fccured  in  this  point  ?  Jc 
is  not  fafc  wading  farrcm  a  queftionabie  water* 
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M^'PerkJ^u     ThcVfurer  may  pretend  he  plcafures  thepoore  ,  but  his 

toi.3.p.izo.   hclpe  is  no  better  then  his  is,  that  giuesa  draughtofcold 

water  to  him ,  that  isin  a  bnrning  feauer ,  which  feemes 

pleafant  at  thefirft  ,  but  after  turnes  to  his  great  an* 

noyance. 

Bb*  Jewell*      Vfury  in  ihf  middeft  of  a  Citty  worl<eth  fnch  good; 

^pon  TheiV.p.  as  fire  doth  ,  wheniiisfetto  theroofeof  a  Houfc  :  or  as 

31^.  the  Piagnedoth  when  it  is  taken  to  the  mideft  of  the  body 

jdcLii  p,  JI7.   and  toucheth  the  heart. 

An  vftuer  An  Vfurcr  is much  worfc  thenaThccfe.    For  aThccfc 

woife  thena  jj  driuen  by  extremity  and  neede  :  The  \  furcr  is  rich  and 
iheefc.         ^^^^  no  neede*  The  Theefc ft ealeth  in  corners  ,   and  in 
places  where  he  may  be  vnknownc  :  the  Vfurer  openly  and 
boldly  ,   at  all  times,  and  in  any  place*  The  Thcefe ,  to 
'icleevehis  Wife  and  Children  :  the  Vfurer  to  ipoyle  his 
The  Vfurer  a  neighbour,  and  to  vndoe  his  Wife  and  Children.    The 
Inccfc  at  a>i  Theefeltcalcth  from'the  rich  ,  which  haue  enough  :  the 
'^  *  Vfurer  from  the  poore  that  hath  nothing*  The  Thecfe 

.  Beeth, and  will  be  feene  no  more:the  Vfurer  ftandeth  by  it, 
continueth,&  rtealeth  ftill  :day  and  night ,ileeping and  wa^ 
Note.       king,healwayes  ftealeth.The  theefrcjpenttthof  his  decd,hc 
knoweth  he  hath  done  wrong  and  is  forryfor  it:  the  Vfurer, 
thinketh  it  is  his  ownc ,  that  is  well  gotten  j  and  neuer  re- 
s^cDr;  ^/7-P^"^^^^>  but  defendcth ,  andmaintameth  hisfinneimpu- 
/tfjvpo'rj  Vfiuy  ^^^n^ly*  TheTheefc,  if  heefcape,  many  times  becommeih 
f  95.  prpfitableto  his  countrey ,  and  beftoweth  himfelfe  pame- 

rully  in  fome  trade  of  life  *  the  Vfurer  Jcaueth  his  mer- 
chandife  ,  forfaketh  his  husbandry,  giueth  himfelfe  to 
nothing  ,  whereby  his  countrey  may  haue  bcnefite.  The 
TlieVfu  erne-  ^beefe  is  fatisfied  at  length  t  the  Viurer  h?iLh  neuer  e- 
pcr  iatisii;d»  nough.the  belly  of,  the  wicked  witl  neuer  be  filled:  as  the 
Sea  is  neuer  filled  with  water ,  though  all  the  ftreames'  of 
the  world  runne  into  it :  So  the  greedinefle  of  an  Vfurer  is 
neuer  laasficd  ,  though  he  game  neuer  fo  vUreafonably* 
T  he  Sea  is  profitable :  the  Vfurer  is  hurtful!  and  dangerous. 
By  tne  Sea  we  ma'y  paiVe  and  come  iafcly  to  the  Haucn ; 
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biitno  man  paffethby  vfury  withoni  lofTe  or  Sbipwiacke. 

VfiKersarein  worfe  cafe, then  comrnQnihumpets,  orVfurcrs  ia 
harlot,  be;fofadrabisnot bound  to  iTrake  reaiimlon  ^^^^I'^^^^tu 
that  i"hehath  gotten  vnUwfully,  by  abufinghcr  body  in  Yy^.n^jlfon^ 
filthyneffc  ,  but  onely  to  doe  penance :  and  yet  an  vlurer  of vfuiy,?.:/? 
mull  rcftorc  hiseuill  gotten  goodsjbecaufe  he  hath  l^olne 
them,  or  eUe,  he  cannot  be  rccei lied  into  the  Church  a- 

gainc* 

7'»//y,inhisfirftbookeofOfliccs,compareth  vfurerstOj^^^ 

vile  artificers,  that  get  their  wealth  by  lying  deadly,  and  ^' 

vtteringfaHehood  to  rauethcmfelues  from  famine.    And 

with  the  vfurcrs,he  rcckoncth  tole-takers^cuHomers,  and 

fuch  money  Officers,  that  pille  and  polie  both  Prince  and 

people-  jiriTiotUhyihi  that  vlurer  sand  bauds  may  well 

goe  together,  for  they  gaineby  filthy  meanesall  that  they 

get. 

Gh  ap.  6. 

An  anfwer  to  all  fuch  Arguments  as  perfwadc  9:>vaQ 
to  the  Urvfulnejje  ofzfory, 

I  Argument;,  from  the^'Parable^  ^4^/?.  i^.z^* 

Thou  ot^hteft  therefore  t9  haue  put  mj  money  to  the  Ex- 
changers ^and  then  at  my  comming  /  jhoidd  haue  rel 
ceiued  mine  owne  mth  vfury . 

V  Anfyver^  ^  T>':i  ScUter 

,  vpon  I  Ihel.j 

IS  it  not  a  worthy  argument  for  v^uHous  cohtrS(5lgt  p,  jpiti^j. 
drawne  from  the  parable  ?  worldlings  'ooke  for  their 
ovvne  with  vfury  ;ro  the  Lord  for  aduantage  of  his  glo*- 
-  ry^by  his  gifts-  Approucs  he  their  pradtite  ?  or  rather- 
vpbrayds  our  negligence,  b^y <:omparifon  dfawne  from 
mens  courfes  in  euill  ?  They  were  beft  fay,  they 
aTiayMmbeazle  their  matters  goods,   bccaufe  Chriit,  , 
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by  that  worldlings  wifedome,  would  teach  vs  prouidence 
for  our  Ibuies:  or  becaufe  be  refembles  his  comming,  to  a 
Thiefe  inthepoynt  of  ruddenneiTc,thenceinferre  the'jaw- 
CimparKons  ^"|ne{feof  theeiiery.  Comfarifons  are  borrowed  from 
^vh/  borrowed  things  finfull^and  vnlawfull,  to  teach  truth,  and  admoniHi 
from'thirgs  of  duecy  :  the  V  e  of  cheiTiis,noL  jjpiuliifie  their  euill^bnt 
finfu/L  to  remember  vs  of  duety^or  to  explainc  his  truth. 

Similitudes  and  Parables  vfed  in  Scripture  dot  not  hold 

T>^.  Smithy   incuerything.biit  wherein  they  are  compared*  As  Chrift, 

in  f^ilet       for  hisfudden  comming,is  hkened  to  a  thiefe  in  the  night, 

TponLeuit.     yct  hereby  is  not  theft  f unified  :  andasChriftisrelem- 

p.  617.  bled  to  a  Lyon  for  Itrength  and  courage,  fo  the  diuell  for 

iThvjf.  5.1,     cruelty ;  and  fo  here,  the  fpirituallincreafeot- Gods  gifts 

I  Pet]  r/g ,     ^^  likened  to  vfury/or  the  thing,  that  is,the  encreafing,  not 

to  iuftifie  the  manner.2.  And  kirther,  here  the  word  vfury, 

Aietafhorice  acciptturpro  fpiperexcrefcentia  honerum  fpiritUm 

alfum'.is  metaphorically  taken  /or  the  dncreafc  of  fpiritti- 

all  graces,  /^^«/»,   And  fo  fpiritually,  the  Lord  receiueth 

inpial.36.'       vfiiry  from  vs  in  theencreafc  of  his  giFts,and  wc  vfury  froHi 

Comnienda-     ^^^i  ^S  -^u^/iBifte  faytb^  Si-visfoenerareyfoencra  de9j[(£ne' 

bie  vfui  y*        Tatar  minus  vult  dare ^et  fins  accipere :  hoc  fac  et  tu^  da.  mo^ 

dtca^accipe  magna^da  temporaliaT^ac^ife  aurna^\^\ho\xW\\t 

be  an  vfurer,put  out  to  vfury  to  (God  :  an  vfurer  vnW  giue 

lefle,  and  take  more,doe  thou  fo,  giuefmall  things,  and 

take  great,  giue  temporall  things,  and  receiue  cternalL 

If  thcfeanfwerswill  not  giue  thee  latisfa^^ion,  as  what 
will  fatisfic  a  rcfolued  vfurer,whom.  the  god  of  this  world 
hath  blinded  ?  then  coniult  with  otlier  Diuirjes  of  found 
learning  and  {incerciudgmcnt,as:  with  W»Fentons  Treatifc 
vpon  vfury,p.i4.pa^7.  M'.Z);i^<r,ofthedcccitfulne{feof 
mansheart,  p»209.  ^\yjD(mnam^  yipon  Pf.  1 5. p'^Sj .  Bb, 
Igw(/,vpon  .iThcfip.oi49« 

2  Af" 
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2  Argumcnc/orthe  lavvfulnene  ofvfury. 

Irfould  mlUnglj  fay  ten  in  th:  hundred^  if  I  hadnted^  and 

thenfore  I  majtake  [0.  ,   ^^ 

jiufwer. 

Hat  royall  rule, Doc  as  thou  wouldll:  be  done  by,  j^r.  BoUoks 
muft  be  vnderltood  and  expounded  ,  according  to  dire^ftions  toi 
the  grounds  of  a  good  conidence  ,   dictates  of  right  rca-  a  comfurtablc 
fori,  and  directions  of  a  iuft  and  rectified  will :  not  out  of  ^^'^'"S  *^"h 
the  miiisand  mifcries  of  a  depraued  and  exorbitant  iudg-^°    ^''^^' 
mcnt«  Other  wife  AbimeUchySauUznd  other  of  that  d^fpe-  '^Pentor,  of 
rate.rankeandrelblutionj,  might  conclude,  that  it  vverd fury.  0^7, 
lawfull  for  them  to  kill  other  men,becaule  they  were  wil-  ns. 
ling  to  be  killed  themfelues.  Sec  ludg,^.^^.  i  Sam^ii,/\.\>i'  Pje^ 
for  they  might  fay  ,  they  did  but  as  they  would  be  done  of  vfury,  p.p. 
by*  It  would  alfo  follow  very  abfurdiy:  the  Magift^^te  be-  ^^  Dovpnam 
ingin  the  malefaitoxs  cafe  would  gladly  bepardoned,tbcr-*''^*^^*P'*33* 
fore  he  muft  pardon  the  malefactor :  fome  fonne  o£  Belial^p^'  ? 
would  be  content  viilanou  fly  to  proftitutc  h;is  wife  whom.fitfo^j  ofvfury' 
he  cares  not  for  himfelfe,  to  others ;  therefore  he  may  a-p.  90. 
bufc  another  mans  wife  whom  he  loues  better :  thefcjand- 
the  like  abominable  and  ablurd  confequcnts,    demon- 
ftrate  the   vanity   of  the  vfurers  inference  ,   and  that 
Chrilts  rule  is  not  fo  gcnerall  J   butreftraineable  cothat 
will,which  is  orderly,  and  honeftly  guided  by  the  Ii<^ht      Note- 
ofwti,ire,andG^ds  L^w.     >    1:    ^      ^    '.     • 

2.  We  mulUhenhaue  recoiy?ffe  to  tbi?  gencrall  foun- 
taine  of  the  fecond  table,  and  fetch  light  and  dire^ion  X>t'Taj/lors 
thence  :  when  we  haueno  cxprcflennd  fpeciall  wor^  in  C»^*^""^'i''*^ 
GodsBooke ;  but  the  Scriptures  haue  ckarely  and  dired-     lil^U^ 
\y  determinedand  tefolued  the  poynt  of  v4iiry;PCJ -in  f     P'    .^* ^  f  * 

I  if  the  vfurer  were  in  the  birrowers  cafe  ••he  would 

nox  willingly,  as  he  pretends,  giue  ten  in  tfietnindred.  I 

mcane  with  an  abfokite  and  free  will  J3dt  of  forehand  coi> 

iiraiiWjWcaule  without  paying'aftcf  thitme^hc  toufiJ  not     ^oit. 

•  •  -^  ha  tic 
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liaue  it.  If  a  m?.n  would  borrow  vpon  vrury,to  buy  land, 
ingrofTcjforeftall,  or  compaffe  fome  vnlawfuU  matter;  thac 
were  a  corrupt  will,  and  no  rule:  but  ifhis  defirc  io  to 
borrow  were  iuft  and  lawfully  as  in  (ome  cabs  it  may  be, 
then  it  is  nointire  willjbut  mixed  and  forced  by  fome  ne- 
ceflity,  for  the  auoyding  of  a  greater  euilJ:  and  therefore 
denycd  in  the  eye  both  ot  law  and  reafqnjto  be  any  will  ac 
Note:  ^11*  Hethat  would  borrow.fhould  haue  need  tO'boiTovv, 
foraneedlefTedefirC'isvnlawfull,  and  an  ingenious  man 
who  hath  need  to  borrow ,  would  not  willingly  borrow 
but  for  need,  much  Icffewouldhe  pay  viury.  Therefore 
the  will  of  theborrower,in  this  cafe,  is  eythcr  corrupt,  or 
no  will  at  all,  and  fo  conlcqucntly  without  the  compalfc 
of  Chriftsrulc* 

The  will  of  the  borrowei^in  this  ca(e,is  like  the  will  of 

Simik,  ^n  honeft  traueller,  in  eiuing  bis  purl'e to  an  arrand  thiefe : 
for  the  fearc  he  fhouldloolc  bothpurle  and  life.  Is  fuch  3 
man  willing,  thinke  you  to  loofehis  money?  or  like  the 
will  of  a  man,whofe  houfe  being  on  fire ,  piuckes  downe 

^,  part  thereof  to  faue  the  reft  :  willingly  indeed  as  the  cafe" 

Simile*  ftands  With  him  ,  yet  not  fimply,  but  vpon  ncceHity. 
So  the  borrowers  will  is  not  free,  but  forced,.and  fo  a  will 
agai[)ft  a  will* 

0  Argument. 

Some  D  mints  haue  vn^ff taken  tht  defmceof  fome  kind 
ofvfufjy  efieciaUy  to  the  rich^  andfo  hai*c  animated 
fame  in. that  cmrfe, 

1  Anjwer* 

l^uTdyters       This  Doarine  brought  to  his  tryall  willnot  hold,  fee- 

Progrcifc  of    ing it  iS  fttch  a  confumer  of  mens  cftates,  and  fo  vncharita- 

Saincs  p,^5.     ble ,  as  the  Lord  would  not  admit  of  it  in  Ifraely  but  a- 

mong  his  enemies  whom  he  would  haue  quite  confumcd< 

iefidcsj  men  dccciue  thcmfelucs  in  their  diftinaion:  for 

God 
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God  in  the  cafe  of  vrury  diftingnirheth  not   bctwccnc 
ihc  rich  and  poorcof  Jfrac/,  but  bccweene  the /fr-ac 
lites  J   and  the  CAnaanites  ,    bctwccne  ftrangers   and 
brethren.  -The poore  indeed  are  mentioned  ,  bntonc!y_,, 
thus  :  I.  Becaufe  they   haiie  moft  neede  to    borrow  ^^y    mcncio.' 
2,   Becaufe  they    are    moft  liable  to  wrong  and  op- ncdinibcpva- 
prefliontj'The  Commandement  of  loane  is  madeefpecial-  hibicionorvfy.- 
ly  for  their  good .  4.  Vfury  on  tlicm  is  a  more  gricuous  fin  'X ♦ 
and  crying,^Aro<i.i2.Ji. 

Oh,  But  if  it  were  vnlawfull,    God  would  forbid 
it  to  the  ftranger'  Sol.i.  The  Morrall  Law  forbids  it  to 
all.  a.  It  is  by  God  diipenfcd  with,by  a  iudiciall  ,  for 
the  hardnefleof  the  hearts  of  the/(r5v^/,for  the  vniulHce  of 
the  Gentiles  ,   who  cxa(£led  it  on  the  lerves  ,  and  for 
thcouerthrowoftheC<i»/i4«i/^/.  Thewordis  I>r«r.23.2o<. 
Not  Lemicro  but  LAmicro^Extranec  httic ,  that  iSj  to  this 
ftranger ,  mcaningthc  Canaaxtte*  3.  It  is  no  more  law-  SczFentinl 
full  then  Poligamy  or  a  Bill  of  diuorcc ,  -which  was  a-  of  vfury  p,  4<i", 
gainftithe  Inftitutor-  4.    When   the  CAna4ntrcs  were 
deftroyed,  all  vfury  was  afterward  abfolutely  forbid- 
den ;  Pf'  15.    And  Pro.  28.  ,8.  Hier  on  Leu»    18.  In 
the  Law  Vfury  is  forbidden  onely  to   brethren  ,  but 
in  the  Prophets  to  all  abfolutelyrand  in  the  Goipcllmucha 
more,becaufe  all  axe  now  brethren. 
2  Anfw.cr^ 

If  ^ny  learned  men  do  allow  that  vdiry,  which  is  pro- 
perlyfo  called,  and  praaifed  in  the  world,   I  oppofe  B'*^«»«'«*s 
to  them  the  iudgements  of  many  more   worthy'^  and  °^     •  *^'  ^^ 
learned  men  in  this  A^ ^  the  tertimonies  of  all  the  ^^ 
learned  in  former  ages  ,  both  Chriilians  and  heathen, 
the  cenfures  of  Counceh  ,  the  authority  of  the  Word 
of  GOD. 

5   uinjwer* 
If  thofc  Diuines  that  fpeake  orwrite  for  vfury  proper-  ^^'SeUteto* 
iy  fo  called,  be  Vlurers  therafeiues  ;  may  not  this  linne  ^P**"  liomaw 
windc  it  fclfe  into  thcit  affe6lionsjand  thence  creeps  into  P    *** 

i  theic 
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their  iudgements ,  and  vndcrftatidiiigs;,  ttll  it  haue  eaten 
out  all  loundnes  of  iudgiiig  and  difcerning  betwixt  good 
and  euill  ?  Dcth  not  adultery  creepe  from  the  body  to 
the  affe^ions  bewitching  them  .?  Doth  it  not  blind  the 
iudgement:  to  thinke  and  cenfureit  but  a  triclce  of  youth.^ 
DrunkeritTeflcwliat  an  inward  thirft  of  the  defire  workes 
It  ?  And  how  eafily  inclines  it  to  iudgeitnoworfe  then 
«Tood-fellowrhip,  yea  fo  good  asapoyntofmanhood. 
This  aduantage  hath  the  diucll  gotten  againft  vs  in  the 
Xy^Temon    praftife  of  this  finne,that  vfury  being  a  trade  fo  gainefull  in 
of  vfury  p  3.  TefpedVof  others,  foeafie/o  cheape,  fo  fecure  without  all 
Vfury  why  a    la^o^^,  coft,  or  pcrill,  being  alfo  fo  common,  behouefull, 
Sc,^     and  requifit  in  thefe  times  for  all  occafions;  it  hath  bewit- 
ched euenthecort^iencesof  thofe  who  are  moft  tender  in 
ottier  matters*  Fbr  if  the  heart  and  aflfedion  be  ohce  won 
and  pofieff^djitisaneafie  matter  euen  by  flight  proofes to 
turnc  the  braine*  .S^^'^  nimis  mtfen  volunt^  h^c  facile  ere- 
Ssm€d»    ^fi„f^  ftrong  affei^iongiueth  great  credit  to  weake  argu- 
ments :  whereas  indeed  it  ought  to  be  contrariwife  j  that 
ournaturall  proneneflcj^nd  thegetierall  inclination  of  the 
world  to  thispra6lifeofvrury,{liould  mouea  well  tempe- 
red iudgement  the  rather  to  fufpedthe  lawfulnelTeofit, 
and  the  foundnefie  of  fuch  reafons,  s.%  are  brought  for  it. 
y^m  omne iudicium^cHm  res  traftjit  ad  affiflium.  Men loO' 
king  by  affe^ionlooke  through  a  mlft  or  a  painted  glalfe; 
10  whom  nothing  appearcth  in  his  natiue  colour  and  due 
proportion*  ' 

5  ^nfrper* 
Ti^-^clf  po(ic.       Neuer  any  Diuine,that  euer  I  could  fee  or  heare  of,euer 
of  vfury,p,5i,  allowed  vfury)  but  with  fuch  caueats  and  lefToris,  as  alter 
53  ♦  the  quality  of  v(ury,and  make  it  indeed  no  vfury  at  all. 

1  All  Diuinescondemneit,  as  whenmenmakeatradc 

CalaiH  o^iu^^tfqtiis  exfrofejfofoeneratttr^me  omniao debet  ab ho* 

%^r^'  ^ ^*    «w#»»i!» conjenio  retj^i*  Thus^alfo  Di .  ml/c't,hethat  Icndcth 

gxod!  pfs^?.  ^"^  nioney  vpon  vfury  (fayth  hej  milft  not  be  ilich  a  one  as 

'  maketh  it  his  trade  to  liue  by  letting  of  money*  And  ol  all 

other 
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ether  trades  to  be  a  profcrfed  vfurer  is  moft  odious.  . 

2  They  abfolutely  condemne  vfury  »of  vfury.   FCuraluff.ifiLtyM^ 
tffararum  iiudicio  honor  urn  omntHin  etiam  apadin^deles  dam- 
vata  femper  et  infamisfHit,Y ci  this  in  it  fclfe  is  no  more  vn- 
lawfull  'then  vfury,. 

Cautions  to  be  obfsruedby  Vfurers  ,  and  that  Exail^,  to  be 
frecifely  kspt^as  M^ *  Caluin./^/^. 

1  N'e  exigntur  ab  egente ;  it  mull  not  be  taken  of  the  5-^  VentoK 
needy,or  fuch  as  be  vrged  to  borrow  vpon  necclTity .  ^^  ^j-^^y  p^  ^j, 

2  The  vfurer  muit  not  be  fo  addi6ted  to  gaine,  but  that  ^3. 

be  mufl  be  ftill  ready  furni(hed,and  willing,  to  fyrnifh  his  Amefns  de 
poore  neyghbour  in  his  need,  freely.  confcientta* 

'   3  Theruleof  Chrill  muft  eucr  behistouchftonCj  to  cap.44.  qu«.4, 
deale  no  otherwifc  then  he  would  be  dealt;  with  in  the  Perkins 
like  cafe-  Condic.Com. 

4  The  borrowers  gaine  muft  be  To  much  more  at  the  Icaft  ^*'^'l«'n^f>r,8v 
as  the  vfurers  inccreft  comes  vnto.  fiitHTidem 

5  That  not  cnely  a  refpeft  be  had  to  the  borrower  but  ^^  P.' 
tot-he  good  of  the  Common-wealth  alfo,thac,that  rccciue  ru  ^^"* 
-nopreiudice:  ^KDow^^a^K 

6  That  the  vfurer  ncuer  exceed  the  ftint  fet  downe  in  the '"  ^  ^^'^  *^^ 
Country,  or  Common-wealth  where  he  Hues.  ^  ' 

And  bccaufe  Zanchte^  who  is  held  andther  great  patron 
©f  vfurers,  doth  vndertake  toict  downe  the  true  meaning 
oiCaluinyBueery  and  others  in  fauour  of  vfury^  let  vs  heare 
what  vfury  that  is,which  they  meant. 

Lictat  facifci  de  lucre, fed  adhibit  a  femfer  cenditiene  vel 
exprejf^vel  tacit  a  ^  at^  in  mettte  py  creditor  is  confirmatai 
nempCyVtfi certs  compereris ,cm  tuam  dedi^ipecumamjiHm 
vsl  parum^vel  nibitlMcrifeciJfe^id^  nonfuk  cnlpaaut  neg- 
ligeKtia,fed  propter  res  aduerfm^et  quia  dominm  nolmt  eitu 
Ubonbui  bened$cere :  tu  quoj^  vel  nihil,  v  el  minus  e^uawerat 
ittpalkis  accipiasJmo  hoc  ammo  ejfe  debes^o  creditor, vt  ft  de- 
ktor,  non  filnm  nojt fecit  lHcrf4mJed  etiam  accepit  datn»um^ 

I  ^  tH 
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aquitds  et  chariia-s, 

ThcVfurythn      -^^^^  lawtull  to  couenantforlucre,butvndera  condition 

Z^nchie       ei^^^t^  exprefifed  in  the  couenant*  or  kept  in  mind,  that  if  it 

aiJowcs,         appeare  the  borrower  fhall  gaine  little  or  nothing,(if  with- 

v_^       out.his  owne, default  he  proues  a  loofer:)  thy  vfury  fnali 

be  little  or  nothing-t  and  further  if  he  lofe  of  thcprincipall, 

ihou  muft  beare  part  of  the  loffe.   For  equity  and  charity 

,  _        require  this.  This  is  the  vfury  which  Zanchie  defendetb, 

-^T^iA^U     and  this  (fayth  he)  was  the  meaning  of -^^c^r  and  the  reft. 

Eph!4.  qusfft.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  nothing  but  mccrc  partncrniip*     If  the  lendes  : 

4  F*i73«*   *  i^^^P^i^tof  loffc-  aswell  as  ofgaine,it  is  no  vfury- 

4  Argument  for  vfury, 

<  The  Latr  alkrves  ei^ht  in  the  hundred^  therefore  it  is  Urv^  - 

fiilh 

^fifwefi  \ 

Mf»I5/4f ,    *TrHi3S  the  common  vfurcr  deceiucth  himfelfe  j  why  the  ' 
ikcekfuimife     X  Law  allowes eight  in  the  hundred;  yea,  but  the  law 
-of  the  heart,    oncly  ftints,  and  limits  it  to  eight  in  the  hundred,  and  fo 
p.ao5«  £jj.j.g  gincs  way  to  it/or  the  preuenting  of  a  greater  mif. 

chiefcAnd  this  will  not  hi;  enough  toexcufe  the  vfurer  in 
the  Court ol  Co»fcu»ce:ih\is  the  Icwcs  deceiued  themfelufcs 
inthe  matter  of  their  Poligamy  ,in  hauing  many  wiues  ;and 
"Math. 3^.8.      in  their  diuorces  for  euery  trifle;  they  thought  A^ofej  Law 
had  allowed  them  inthcfe  finnes :  whereas  our  Sauiour 
fhcweth,  M»fis.onQ\y  gaue  a  toleration  for  the  hardnes  of 
their  hearts. 
^KDmmm     The  nefmitting  of  vfury,  argues^hat  vfury  m  it  fclfe-is 
l^pl,,y„  jfjcmlljandtihcculc  ofconfcience  muft  be  retched, not  from 
the  cinill  liwes  of  mcn>  but  from  the  Word  of  God. 

Mr«  Smitl^o       The  vHirer  herein  is  like,  the  Iewcs,who  fayd,^^  hauea 
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I:aw,and  by  our  Law  he  ought  to  die,  hhn.  i^.j.  whcrt 
they  could  not  fay,  by  Gods  Law,  he  ought  to  die  » 
they  layd  by  our  Law  he  ought  to  die  :  lb  when  the  Vlu- 
rer  cannot  lay  ,  by  Gods  Law  I  may  takevfury  ;herayth, 
by  mans  Law  T  may  take  vfury  :  this  is  the  poorell.  de- 
fence of  all  the  rert :  for  if  Gods  Law  forbid  thee ,  can  any 
law  of  manexcufethee? 

Jn  that  a6t  of  Parliament  wherein  vlury  was  {^mtd  at  ^»»5  yics^'fis* 
eight  in  the  hundred  ,  and  at  the  latter  end  of  that  a6t,  k^/'^'^  ^^^^^*- 
is  J^rouided  :  thatno  words  in  that  Law  contained,  Ihould  '^^^"* 
be  conrtrucdjor expounded,  to  allow  the  pra6life  ofvfuryj 
in  point  of  Religipn  or  confcicnce.- 

5  Argument  for  vfury. 
Vpirj  is  not  forbidden  in  the  new  Teftawentjherefgre  it  if 

Anfwer, 

I  Deny 'this  confcquence  :  there  isnoijjeciall  mention  Dr.  p/f.  Vfu- 
of  the  forbidding  of  it  byname  in  the  new  Tcftament:  ^^^\  Sprigbc 
I.rgo  it  is  lawfull.  For  there  arc  many  breaches  of  the  sT'g"/,  '^^ 
Morrall  Law ,  yea  many  groffe  finnes  ,  which  are  not  '  Note. 
cxpreffely  mentioned  ^  and  forbidden  by  name  in  the  Maoy  groiTc 
new  Teftament  :  as  namely  profaning  of  the  Sabbath  finnes  not  for 
day  :  all  the  degrees  of  incett  faue  one  ,•  rcmouing  the  bi>iJcn  by 

neighbours  marke  :  taking  for  pledge,  or  vpon  cxecu-  "^"^=J:"/^= 
.•  1  J  •  rr      J        t      new  rdxa- 

tiona  pooremansonely  weed  j  remoumg  or  Landmarks, i^^nt. 

Polygamy ;  ieloufie,  &c.' 

a  An  argurftent  drawne  from  the  teftimony  of  /bme 

one  part  of  the  Scripture  negatiuely ,  doth  not  hold,  it 

is  fuflficient  that  it  is  forbidden  in  the  old  Teftament,  and 

namely  in  the  Morrall  Law  of  God ,  which  is  common 

and  perpetuall  ;  and  farre  bee  it  from  vs  to  thinke  that 

Chriftinbis  Gofpell  allow cih  any  iin  which  is  fordidden  ' 

in  the  Morall  Law* 

I  3  Neyther 
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^  3Neytheristhetakj'ngofvfuryofapooreman,  that  is 
in  neucr  To  great  diftreffe,  forbidden  by  name  in  the  new 
Tettament ,  and  therefore  by  this  argument  it  /hoiildbe  al- 
fo  lawful!. 

4  By  confequencc  vfury  is  fufficiently  forbidden  in  the 

new  Teftament ,  as  fometimes  vnder  the  contrary  affirma* 

tiue  :  for  where  free  lending  is  commanded,  as  Mat,  5, 

^h^Dewftam  42.  Not  free  lending  ( that  is  vfiiry  )  is  condemned  j  fomc- 

Pr.ijp.  aSa,  times  vnder  the  generall  ,  as  EpL^.i^.  1  Thef.^*  6. 

*^3  •      '       Sometimes  abftinence  from  vfury  is  commanded  vnder 

the  arguments  of  the  greater  and  leffc,  as  LhI^,  6.  35. 

Sometimes  by  an  argument  drawne  from  the  leflc  ,  cuen 

finners  ,  fayth  our  Sauiour  ,  are  willing  and  ready  to 

lend  one  to  another  without  vfury ,  how  much  more 

doth  it  become  you  that  are  ChrilHans  j  to  lend  one  to  anc^ 

ther  without  vfury  ? 

6  Argument  for  Vfury. 

U  tvas  in  the  Af^flks  time^  therefore  had  itheenea 
fime  thcj  nould  haue  condenmed  it 

Anf-poer* 
^.j.  I  greatly  doubt  of  this  affertion,  that  vfury  was  in  the 

vf^TxT  ^^^^  ^^  ^^"^  ^"^  ^^^  Apoftles  commonly  praaifed  a- 
f  .ij.p.    4.    ^^j^g  the  Romanes  :  feeing  T/^^ri/^  in  the  latter  p^rt 
of  his  reigne  had  vfed  cfFe(Suall  meanes  for  the  aboIifK- 
ing  of  vfury,  as^/^.vW^rab  AUxAndro  reportcth  :  but 
much  more  in  refpe^^  of  the  Jevs>es  ,   among  whom 
the  pra^ice  of  vfury  was  forbidden  by  the  Law  of 
God,  and  to  whom  our  Sauiour  giueth  this  leftimony, 
Iwkc  6, 34.     ^hflt  the  very  finners  among  them  would  lend  one  to  ano- 
lanies  j/3  ♦     ther  to  receiuc  as  much  as  ihey  lent.  S^.  lames  alfo  find- 
- eth  fault  with  the  tich  men  of  that  time,  that  they  fuf- 
'^f  ^"'f'sf  fered  their  gold  and  filuer  to  ruft ,  which  they  would  not 
viufyp.84.»5-  i^auedoncif  they  hadbecncaddiacd  to  vfury:  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  the  leffe  pradife  of  vfury  in  thofe  times,  miy  be  fome 
i-eafon  why  it  is  not  expreflely  mentioned  in  the  writings 
of  theApoftles. 

7  Argument  for  vfury.  ' 

Tht  Im  nhich  forhiddeth  'ufary^ii'  rM  moraU^ut  hdic'iaU^ 
and  therefore  not  belonging  to  rs  :  theyt  proue  it  to  be 
A  larv  iitdicial/jbeca-iife  vfiirj  if  permitted  torrards  a        '  ^' 
firanger, 

1  If  it  were  a  iudiciall  law,  yet  the  equity  thereof,  which  ^^•■^w«'?'» 
as  perpetual!,  would  appertaineto  vSj-z/i^^that  vfury  is  not  P^'^^^*^7. 
to  be  impofed  vpon  a  brother :  but  behold  we  Chriftians 
are  all  brethren  in  Chrift,this  difference  of  lew  and  Gentile 
being  taken  away, 

^  i  he  law  which  commandeth  free  lending,  is  not  iudi- 
ciall but  morall,  and  is  therefore  renewed  byourSauiour 
Chrift, therefore  thelaw  which  forbiddeth  vfury  or  lending 
forgaine,ismorall;  for  the  fame  law  which  commandeth 
thcaffirmatiue,  condenmeth  the  negatiuc. 

3  Vfury  is  reckoned  in  the  Scripture  among  the  tranf-  Fenton 
greiTfionsofthemoralllaw  Lookeinto  the  Prophets  and  of  rfury,  p.47. 
they  euer  combine  thisfinneof  vfury  with  the  tranfgrelTi- 
ons  ofthemorall  law  in  the  higheft  degree,  with  lying, 
back-biting.deceitjWrongjbribery^/'/i  5.  with  idolatry ,op- 
prc{rion,aduItcry,  cruelty,  vnmercifulneire  to  the  poore, 
bloodfhedjand  murdcr,-£^^j^.i8.  withthe  profanation  of 
holy  things :  with  the  abomination  of  vncleancneflfe : 
with  the  vnnaturall  finnesof  inceajf^e-^.  22.  Vfuiy  (fayth  'if^X.'Zir'* 
S,Bafil)is  placed  among  the greateft  abominations ;  all  of  k«iSs;»  yy. 
them  traiifgreffions  of  the  raorall  law.     •  ;;,^' -  , .  ^^'''*'i''''' 

It  is  true  indeed ,  thercis  a  iudiciall  and  politique  to- 
kiation  annexed  vnto  this  iaw.thatthe  lewes  might  take 

vfury 
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D-ut.22.io.  vfury  of  Grangers:  but  that  malceth  not  the  law  it  felfe  m- 
diciallbut  rather  morall.  Thelcwes  had  a  diuorce  pcr- 
miLted  vnto  them  in  the  fame  booke  of  Mt>fes ,  the  next 
chapter ,and  yet  the  7  Commandement_,to  which  that  bc- 
longeth,   is  morall  notwith (landing  ;  in  like  manner  the 

chap,  24.1.  levvcs  might  take  vfury  of  (Grangers,  which  was  a  peculiar 
toleration  for  that  nation,  yet  the  law  againfl  vfuryis  mo- 
ral!. 

.  8  Argument  for  yfury, 

Ifvfurj  he  not  lawfuU for  anj  to  fraBife  aks  rvhat  iJuS 
.  become  of  thofa  Orphans  and  mdowes  in  thefe  vniuji 
daies^  which haueffockes  ofmonejleft  vnto  them^ and 
rraut  skill  to  emj^loj  the  fame. 

Ahfwer* 

Fenton  of  V-  ,^j  T  7Hat  (ball  become  of  them?  by  the  heipe  of  God 

fury.  p.  II  y,      Y     Y  ^.j^gy  j^^y  ^JQg  ^gj J  j^y  greater  care  is,what  {ball 

become  of  thofe  Orphanes  and  Widowes  in  thefe  vnchari- 

table  daies ,  which  haue no  ftockes  at  all.left  vnto  them. 

Though  I  confcfTe  both  the  one  and  the  other  are  alike  in 

this,  that  they  be  not  fo  able  to  helpc  themfelues  as  others 

be-  Therefore  there  be  no  twoeftatcs  among  men,  ouer 

fWhom  God  hath  a  more  prouident  and  tender  care,  then 

y     t  ouer  (a)  widowes  and  fetherlefle  children. 

j^  i^'^   *    *         Hath  God  then  fo  many  waies  bound  himi^lfe  by  pro- 

(a)Deuc.  10.  mifetoprouide  for  Widowes  and  Orphanes,  and  fhall 

i8.&r4  2.9.&  thefe  by  vfury  withdraw  themfelues  out  of  his  fatherly 

i8.ii,i4.&i4  pj.Qj.g£^jQj^p  (ball  thefebefecured  by  vfurious contrails  a- 

Pf.68**<.  gainft  the  ^St  of  God  himfelfe  ?  vqrily  God  will  take  it 

pdi46.J,        more  vnkindly  at  their  handsjthen  at  any  other- 

If  Almighty  God  in  wifedome  had  thought  vl  meet  to 
haue  tolerated  vfury  in  thefe  perfons  ,  he  rnight  as  eafily 
banc  mentioned  the  fame,as  he  doth  the  toleration  of  len* 
ding  to  ftrangers.  But  it  was  fo  farre  from  Gods  meaning, 
that  in  the  very  lame  place,  where  he  maketh  a  law  for  the 

.  fafc« 
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fafegard  of  Orphans  and  Widowcs  ,  prefently  and  im-  Exodxi.zi.i* 
mcdiatly  vpon  it,  is  annexed  the  Law  againlU'furyf  Shall ^^'U* 
then  thefe  who  are  lb  well  piouidcd  tor,  by afpcciall 
Law  of  God  ,  be  tranfgrefrors  ofthe  very  next  Lawvnto 
it?Godroibid. 

Let  Widowes  and  Orphans  ,  &c.  Eyther  imploy  their  Bb«  V(,wnmt 
^oodsin  fomehoTieft  trade  ,  wherein  they  haue  asgood  '"  P''*  i5-  i*» 
canfe  to  expC(5t  a  bleffing  from  God  ,  as  any  other  :  or  let  ^^^'     ^ 
themdealebypartncrfliip  ;  or  ifothermeanesfailc,  Ict^j^]^"    **"** 
annuities  be  bought  for  their  Hues,  or  Lands  ,  or  Rents  vv.iyUfon  dif- 
purchaled  for  euer  ;  or  let  fome  other  honcft  courfcbc  couife    vpo* 
taken ,  which  wife  men  can  eafily  dcui(e,ifthey  lift  :  how  ^'"^y  P'  7<^- 
Orphans  may  be  maintained  witliout  impairing  of  their 
ftocke. 

g  ATgumenc  for  Vfury. 

Theftate  of  the  City  cannot  ftand  :  trafficjte  cannot  hee 
maintained :  tradef^men  cannot  Hue  without  P^furj  ; 
therefore  z^furj  is  Unfull, 

AnffveT' 
i.T  demaund  firft  of  thefe  Tradef-Mcn  ,  who  cannot  f^^e^jofTfury 

X  liue  intheirtradc  without  taking vp at intereft  :  is  piai. 
their  meaning  that  they  cannot  liue  in  that  fafhion  a3  they 
doe,maintainc  their  wiucs  in  thofefafhons  that  they  do  : 
driuetheirtradesto  that  height  which  they  doc  ?  If  this 
beihccafe ,  thcanfwcr  is  eafy  :  it  may  be  God  would  prou.y  ij--. 
not  hauc  them  carry  fo  great  a  faile  as  they  doe  ,  but  to 
drinkc  of  the  waters  of  their  owne  well,  and  content      Mote^ 
themfelues  with  fuch  meancs  as  Gods  fatherly  prouidence 
dothofferthcm:thcrcisnoncceffityforamantoinrich  bim-p^^^  j.  ^^^   ' 
feifc  by  fuch  pradifes,as be  eyther  forbidden  or  doubtfuU. 
better  is  a  ttttle  with  the  fedre  ofthe  Lordjthen  ^reattKcajurc 
vithtronhle  ;  trouble  cfconfcicnce  atthehourc  ofdeath. 
Thusfarrewedoagreeiwhofouerlayeththisforhis  ground 
that  he  will  be  rich,  muft  infnare  his  conicience  with  many  '  Tici.^,?. 

K  ne- 
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neceflary  euilsjwhereofvfviry  is  one  :  necefTary,  I  fay^not 
to  a  rfligious  honed  man  ,  who  is  content  with  his  e- 
ftate  ;  but  to  him  who  refolueth  he  will  be  rich  :  for 

3  "^im  6         *^^^y  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  "^^  ^  ^^^^^'  '"^^  ApoRIe  )  fall  into  temp- 
^*     rations  and  fnares  ,  which  drovvne,  men  in  perdition  and 
dellriiilion. 

2  If  it  be  propounded  5  that  trade  and  commerce  be- 
twcencman  and  man  cannot  be  maintained  in  this  City 
lukc  (^,1-,    without  borrowing  and  lending  :  that  is  alfo  granted. 
'"*'"''*  Gods  Law  did  euer  intend  that  men  fliould  lend  one  to 

another  ;incharity  to  the  poore  ;  in  friendfiiipto  their 
equalls  ,  toreceiuethclike  courtclic  againe* Which  duty 
if  men  would  performc,  there  were  no  necefifity  of  vfury. 

,^  The  third  point  then  followcth.  Prefuppofing  the 
cui^ome  and  corruption  of  thele  times  wherein  men  will 
not  lend  freely  as  they  ought  ;  is  there  not  a  neceflity  of 
vrury?admitthatbe  granted  :who  did  impolc  thisnecelTi- 
Note^       ty  ?if  God  ;  then  is  this  rcafon  goo-d,  vfury  is  neceflary^ 
therefore  lawfull-   But  if  men  or  cftates  haue  drawne  a 
neceflity  offiftning  vpon  themfelues  by  the  cuftome  of 
finnc,  doth  this  extenuate  or  aggrauate  the  fault  /  Woe 
Efay  f.i8.     bcvntothem  (  fayth  the  Prophet  Efay  )  who  draw  fin,, 
as    with   cart-Ropes*   Cities   and  Incorporations  haue 
iCaufe-ofthc  <jrawne  a  neceiHty  of  this  finne  vpon  themfelues  by  three 
Xy        '^    i^rong  cart-Ropes  of  iniquity. 

^'  Firftthehardnefle  of  mens  hearts,  and  want  of  charity 

in  thofe  who  be  well  able  to  lend  and  will  not,  haue  for- 
ced many  to  pay  vfury*     * 

Secondly,  the  couetous  defire  and  pride  of  borrowers j 
who  out  of  an  iniatiable  appetite  to  compafle  great  mat- 
ters ,  do  take  vp  great  fummes  of  rnoncy ,  for  money  : 
that  no  money  is  to  be  fpared  for  fuch  as  be  true  bor- 
,^   g  rowers  indeed e»   Woe  v»to  them  that  ioyne,  LandtoLiind 

till  there  be  no  place  for  the  poore  to  dwell  in^  Thatisthe 
Country  woe*  But  vpon  the  fame  ground  ,  it  is  inferred : 
Woe  vnto  them  who  ioyne  money  to  money  ,  till  there  he  none 

left 
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left  for  the  poor  f  to  horraw.  This  is  the  City  woe   t  which 
bringcth  anecefifityofborrovvingvponintreft. 

Thirdly,  falfehood  and  deceit  in  defrauding  one  ano- 
ther of  their  monies  at  the  times  appointed  ,  io  as  being 
difapointed  of  their  owne  ,  they  are  compelled  to  take 
vpof  otherSjOr  to  (hut  vp  their  doorcs-  Thefc  three  fold 
-cart- Ropes  J  not  eafily  broken,  hane  drawne  anecefflty 
ofvfuryvpon  Cities.  And  fliall  it  therefore  be  reputed 
no  fmne  ?  God  forbid  :  it  is  no  good  confequence  neyther 
in  perfons  nor  e dates. 

jslotinperions.  S.  Pau/tcl\cthvs  of  an  heart  thatcan- 
not repent,  which  heapethvnto  it  felfe  wrath  againft  the  ^^^'*'"»^' 
day  of  wrath.  Is  impenitency  in  that  heart  no  fm^bccaule 
cui^ome  hath  made  it  ncceffary  ? 

A  drunkard  hath  brought  his  body  into  fuch  an  habit, 
that  vnleffe  he  drinke  bountifully ,  enen  to  the  turning 
ofhisbraine,  he  is  ficke  againe*  Is  not  drunkencfTein 
thatperfon  {infull,becaufe  fo  necclfary  ? 

But  for  the  lender ,  which  is  the  Viurcr,tbere  isno  co- 
lour or  pretence  of  any  fuch  necefTity  which  can  befall  him: 
feeing  he  hath  authority  from  God  as  ftewardof  his  blef- 
fings  •  and  power  amongft  men  as  owner  of  his  money: 
for  variety  of  lawful!  and  vndoubted  imployments. 

2  AKfwcr. 

The  Common -wealth  of  the  lewes  did  ftand  without 
vfury,  therefore  why  may  not  ours  ? 

2  You  may  find  a  dilcouery  of  the  infinite  iniurfes  this  ^".  ^  ^^^'  '* 
kingdome  endureth  by  the  vnlawfull  trade  of  vfury.  8'^'"^  ^'^^^ 
Where  the  allegations  commonly  made  in  defence  ofourhighCourc 
vfury,  are fufficiently  anfwered.  ofPariiamcnc. 

3  Vfury  is  the  cheefeltcaufe  ofthe  greateft  mifery  in        <^i'« 
this  Land ,  as  well  to  gitie  occafion  of  great  warte  asalfo  '^'^^  in  viury 
to  make  much  want,  and  will  be  in  the  end,  theyndo-couafilitdr'^ 
ingofall,  if  it  be  not  looked  to  in  time.   The  Romans  i6tf^'""*^  * 
neuer  began  to  decay,  till  vfury  Lorded  amongft  them,  ^^  wUCoh 
:  for  then  priuategaine  thrufl  out  common proiic ,  iuft  was  of  v(ury. 

-K  ^  holden  EpilVdedicar, 
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holden  for  law^idlencfTe  more  vfed  thenlabourjryotinftcad 
of  dyet,vice  better  regarded  then  vertuc,  no  charity  at  all-, 
no  loue betwixt  man  and  man,bnteuery  man  for  himfelfe, 
and  the  whirle-poole  of  pride  and  ryot  oueriloweth  in  all 
ihings,and  in  all  places* 

I O'  Argument  for  vfury . 

^rofojitton*  .  Jsf»  zifury  is  forbidden  by  the  Uw  of  Q  od,aiid  by  thelatv  of 
nature^  bat  that  which  is  hurt  full ,  and  ioyned  with  the  hurt 
afid  lofje  of  the  neighbour, 

^■iJfumPtioM,.  Sfftfoffje  vfitrj  is  not  hurtfull^  hut  rather  helffuU  to  th^ 
neighbonr* 

Condnfm^        Therefore  fome  vfury  is  notforbiddeKe^ 

jinfwer' 
Firft  the  propofition  is  vntrue,and  ofdangerous-confe- 
quence :  for  the  law  of  God  forbiddeth  all  vfury  in  gene- 
p,b  DeTfuam  ^^^^  >  ^^  ^  thing  in  it  owne  nature  and  in  bis  whole  kind 
0  :<?'.  fimply  vnlawfulJ, without  any  relkaint  or  limitation,  euen  ■ 

as  it  condemneih  adultery^lying,  theft,  or  any  other  noto« 
rious  finne-Thusa  man  might  arguefor  an  officious  lye- 

Replj^ 
But  they  prouc  their  proportion  thus. 
?        £•  .^..         yffi^y  «  mt  forbidden  Jbnt  as  it  is  againjf  charitjkifor  cha" 
^  ^  ^    *   rit%  is  thefftmme  of  the  UwyAndhe  which  ohferueth  the  rules 
of  charity  ^k^etieth  the  lav?* 
''JllT  mDtion,^      ^^^  ^       T^htch  is  not  burtfttilto  the  n^jghkour  ,  is  »ot  a- 

*       *^  gainjlchdrity* 
ff     Ittfion         Therefore  that  vfury  which  is  mt  hmtfull  to  theneygh- 
■*  hour  is  not  forbidden. 

Atjfiver. 

X  To  the  Propofition  :    Charity    which  is    the 

'  jfummeof  the  law,  hath  reference  towards  God  ;  towards 

our  neyghbour,  not  onely  in  priuate ,  but  alfo  in  publike  : 

and  towards  a  mans  felfetAnd  in  this  fence  I  acknowledge 

the  prop-ofitioa  of  his  fyllogifme  to  be  irue,vii«That  vfury 

'is 
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IS  not  forbidden,  but  as  it  is  repugnant  to  charity.But  here- 
by the  aHumption  oFthis  fyllogirme  is  proued  to  be  faliCj 
for  there  be  many  things  which  are  not  perhaps  hurtfull  to 
our  neighbour  in-particular,  with  whom;  we  de^alc,  which  x-fof*. 
are  notwithftandmg  repugnant  to  charity.The  officious  lie  ^ 
helpeth  the  particular  neighbourjn  vvho(c  fauour  it  is  told, 
yet  becaufe  it  is  repugnant  to  verity,  ic  is  repugnant  to 
charity.  God  who  is  truth  hath  forbidden  all  vntruth.and 
hewilidertroyeuery  one  that  Ipeakcth  lies  :  the  lying 
mouth  deftroyeth  the  foulc  :  therefore  no  Jying^can  Ihnd 
with  thatcharity  and  obedience  which  we  owe  to  God, 
nor  with  that  louc  which  we  owe  to  our  owne  foules.  So 
inlike  fort  fuppofethat  the  borrower  fomctimejis  not  hurt 
by  vfury ,  bur  rather  holpen  :  yet  notwithiVanding  all  vfury 
is  againft  charity  ,  for  the  prai^ice  of  it  cannot  ttand  with 
charity  and  our  allcgance  to  God ;  who  hath  forbidden  it, 
denounced  his  ludgements  againft  it,  made  gracious pro- 
mifes  to  them  that  will  do  the  contrary  :  nor  with  our  cha- 
rity and  duty  to  our  Coimtrey^vnto  which  vfury  is  in  many' 
reipeds  noyfome ,  ashath  beencfliewed  :  nor  with  that  ' 
louc  which  we  owe  to  our  owne  foules;  for  whofoencr 

Eutteth  forth  to  vfury,or  taketh  increafc ,  he  fhail  not  liuc, 
lit  d  ye  the  death  ♦  R  epfy* 

Tea  bfttfay  they  dgainejtQprout  thef$rmer  ^ropofmon^  7 hat 
vfury  which  is  ioyned  with  the  hurt  eft  he  neigh  if  enr  is  Cok* 
demned  :  therefore  that  which  is  not  ioynedwith the  hurt  ■ 
9f  the  neighbour  is  n^t  condemned, 

Anfwer^ 
T  deny  the  confequence  :  for  there  are  other  refpe»5^s 
which  make  vfury  vnlawfull,bcfides  the  hurt  of  our  neigh-  idem  p,  2^  j, 
bour,  as  eucn  now  I  (hewed  jby  the  Tame  reafon  the  patrons 
ofoflficious  lies  might  argue  thus  ;  Godforbiddeth  vs  to 
tell  a  lie  againft  our  neighbour,  therefore  the  lie  which  is 
Jiot  againft  the  neighbour ,  but  for  him,  is  not  forbidden* 
But  you  will  fay  ,  all  lying  is  forbidden  '  fo  is  all  vfury, 
as  1  haue  alicady  proued. 

K  I  And*- 
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"^^ — ' —    - 

And  thus  I  haue  ILewed  againftthepropofition  that  all 
vfury  is  vnlawfull,  though  all  were  not  hurtfull.  Now  I 
•  adde  againft  the  afliimption of  the  firft  Syllogyfme, '  that 
all  vfury  is  hurtful! ;  hnrtfull  I  fay,eyther  to  the  borrower 
as  commonly  it  is, Orel  le  to  the  Commonwealth,  as  before 
hathbeene  proued* 

ir    Argument  for  vfury. 

To  lend  V f  on  V fur  J  and  to  borrorvvfon  vfury  are  relatiuesy 
therefore  if  to  lend  vpon  zfury  be  ajinne^  it  is  ajinne 
to  borrow  zfon  vfury^and  if  to  borrow  vpon  vfury  be  Utv- 
fuU^  then  is  it  larvfull  to  lend  vpm  vfury, 

Anfiver* 

I  Deny  the  confequencc  which  is  grounded  vpon  a  falfc 
fuppofitien.That  there  is  alwaies  the  like  reafon  of  rela- 
pr.i<^p.?oy,  tiues.  The  opprcffour^and  he  that  is  opprefled:  the  rob- 
ber, and  he  that  is  robbed,  are  rclatiues:  but  (hall  we 
He  which  bo  -  ^^nce  conclude,  that  if  to  be  robbed,  or  opprefled  is  not  a 
r©wcs  vpon  v-  finne,therefore  it  is  not  a  finne  to  rob  or  to  opprefle  ? 
fury,  necefllty  He  which  vpon  neceflity,  yceldeth  to  pay  vfury ,  doth 
compelling  fuffer  Wrong  and  is  opprefled ;  therefore  fuch  t  one  finnes 
jmncsnor,  not.  Which  maybe  thus  proued. 
c«»  P- 33  •»     To  fuffer  wrong  is  not  finne* 

The  borrower  which  vpon  neceflity  yceldeth  to  pay  vfii^ 
ry,doth  fuffer  wrong.Therefore  he  doth  not  finne  therein* 

Reply. 
He  which  borroweth  vpon  vfury  is  not  opprefled,becau(c 
he  is  willing  to  borrow  vpon  vfuryj  yea,ana  fo  willing ,that: 
he  feeketh  to  the  vfurer,and  intreateth  him  to  lend,offering 
to  gmehim  confideration  according  to  the  Statute,  that  is 
to  fay,  Vfury* 

■Anfwer, 
He  that  borroweth  vpon  vfury  in  cafe  of  vrgent  neceflity 

doth 
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doth  yeild  to  vfnry  againft  his  wiil,  yea  although  he  both 
offer  and  promiieit :  fcr  in  cafes  of  vrgcnrneceflity,  men 
fecme  many  times  willing  to  that  which  is  indeed  againft 
their  will.    When  a  man  is  in  danger  of  fliipwracke,how 
will  he  beftirre  himlelfe  to  vnlade  and  lighten  the  lliip, 
and  with  (nch  earncftneflc  caft  his  goods  into  the  rca,thac 
he  may  fecme  to  be  very  willing  to  be  rid  of  them:  and 
yet  the  thing  wh'ch  he  willeth,  is  not  the  cafting  away  of  See  .the  an- 
hisgoodsj  but  the  lafety  of  his  life.  This  is  a  conditional!  fwcrcothe  s 
necelfity.  Thus  the  borrower  is  no  more  willing  to  pay  vfu-  •''J§^"'^^"'^of 
ry,  then  that  man  was  to  eaft  away  his  goods:  but  his  ne- ^ 
ceflTityfor  auoyding  a  greater  inconuenience,  makes  him 
feeme  willing  to  that  whereunto  fimply  he  is  ynwilling, 
2  Reply. 

The  vfiirer  cannot  accomplifli  his  finne  without  the  bor- 
rower, therefore  the  borrower  is  partner  of  the  vfurers 
linne. 

u4y}fwer»  '■{■'..: 

The confequent  h  not  good.The  finne  off apecannot  be  r , 
without  the  innocent  party  that  is  rauifhed,  yet  {he  that  is  ^  '^^^ 
rauifhed ,  is  not  partner  of  his  iinne  that  committeth  the 
rape  •  So  likewifc  one  man  cannot  opprefTcjvnleflc  there  be 
another  to  be  opprefled,  nor  impofe  vfury ,  vnleffe  there 
be  another  on  whom  it  is  to  be  impofcd :  and  yet  he  thac 
is  opprefled  is  not  partner  of  the  oppreflbrs  finne,  nor  the 
borrower  who  vponneceifity  borroweth  vpon  vfury,of  the 
vfurers  finne. 

5  Reply. 

It  may  be  doubted  of,  whether  one  may  take  moriey  for 
his  vfe  of  an  vfurer :  i  Becaufe  it  is  not  iawfull  to  conlent 
to  him, that  doth  ciiill.  2  Nor  to  gine  occahon  to  one  of 
euill,as  he  feemeth  to  doe,  that  taketb  money  vpon  vfury. 
3 .  And  leremy  profefieth ,  that  he  neither  gaue  nor  tooke  'f  ['  y*  V'.' 
£0  vfury jWhere  the  Prophet  plainelyinfinuate^,  that  if  he  ^t^tng- 

had  done  eyther,   hee  could  haue  found  luft  caufe  in  yponih-Con-- 
himfelfe  why  he  fliould  be  euill thought  of.  L  a'^ndcmems " 
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Di'.  Smitfj ,  1  He  confcntcth  net  to  the  finne  of  the  vfurer,  that  ta- 
in fl-'illet^  kcth  vp  money  of  him^he  confenteth  to  thclending,wfnch 
vpoa  Leuit,  is  good,  but  the  hard  condition  in  lending,  the  vfurer  im- 
P-  .5  j<^-  pofeth,and  the  other  is  forced  to  accept,  becaufe  of  his  ne- 

ceiTity. 

2  Neyther  doth  he  giue  him  occafion  of  finning,  but  of 
lending,  the  vfurer  himfelfe  Sumit  occafioaem  feccandi^iz^ 
keth  occafion  ot  (inning. 

5  The  word  there  v^td.  by  the  Prophet,  is  ISTAJhah^ 

which  fignifiethwwrw*^/**^^,  to  lend,  zsImh*  \ycll  tran^ 

flat€th,as  it  is  taken  in  otiier  places,  DeHt.i  ^,2,  e,2^.  lo. 

where  the  •^^;>f«'«^/»^  interpret  it  by  the  wordxp««,or «  *«xh«<8 

debt  not  vfury,and  (6  Thcodotian  here  readet h ,   /  did ojoc 

nothing  to  any  mafi:  the  Hebrew  word  Najh^h^^  yj'uli 

He ,  fignifieth  (imply  to  lend,  but  with  ^lefh^  to  lend 

vpon  viury,as  Efaj/  24.2,  and  though  thevfuall  reading  be 

receiued,  it  fignifieth  no  more  then  diis,  that  the  Prophet 

Cautions  In     ^^^  ^^  trading  at  all  with  them ,  (as  w-e  fay)  he  neythec 

J^^°yji"S      bought  nor  Ibid  with  them  and  yet  they  hated  him. 

vpon    ury,     -yvherefore  the  rcfolution  here  is,  that  a  man  for  his  neceA 

fary  occafions  may  make  vfe  of  an  vfurers  money,  but  (noc 

to  make  gaine  of  it  by  letting  it  out  againe.  2  ,or  to  main* 

tainebis  pride, -gaming, drunkenneifc*  3  Orto  compafle 

Bh^Downam  great?natters  in  the  world,  or  to  purchafe  Lands^or  Hou- 

n\  vi.it  p  3  ip,  fes^  4  Qj.  to  feeme  poore,that  he  may  giue  nothing  to  the 

sr^.jio.&c.    yfeQfthcChurch,ortothcCommonweaIein  fubfidies  and 

taxes.  5  Or  when  he  may  borrow  fTeely,at  the  firft  motion 

offering  vfury  to  the  lender)  but  driuen  to  it  of  neceffity : 

f or  ,«tf  « (jfti  pat  it  HT  Jed  ^mfasit  iniuriam  peccat, not .  he  that 

fufeeth,  but  he  that  doth  wrong,  finneth :  and  it  is  a  very 

like  cafe,  as  when  a  man  vfcth  the  oath  of  one  that  fwea- 

reth  by  falfe  gods :  as  lactif  did  oiLabans  oath,that  fwarc 

fcy  the  god  o^Nah&T,  Gen.^i  .5  5 .  who  ferued  other  gods, 

/#/^.24.2,to  confix  me  the  league  betweene  them,as  jnugH" 

fiine  fayth  J  Novfeccate  ii/iWy  fed  pacta  bono^  <jf(«  fidemfer'" 

»4- 
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uavitj  vtitur  in  hontrn^  hc  doth  not  vfe  his  (inne  infvvca- 
nngbyfalfe  Gods ,  bnt his  coucnant ,  whereby hee  kept 
,  his  fayth  to  a  good  end  :  Efi^.  1 54.  And  like  as  a  man  fal-      Note*     . 
ling  into  the  bands  ofTheeues  doth  rcueale  vnto  them  his 
rreafare  to  faue  his  life,  whichotherwifche  ou^htnotto 
doe  :  as  thetennc  men  did  to//w«7r/.  Ur^^i*^*  S>o  it  i^ 
when  one  vrgedby  his  neceflary  occafionsfallcth  into  the 
Vfurers hands*  But  better  were  it  to  preuent  fuch  occa- 
fions,  if  it  may  be :  and  being  once  cnwrappcd/o  follow 
the  wifemans  counfell  :  Giue  not  reft  vnto  thine  eyes  ; 
till  thou  haft  deliuercd  thy  foule,  as  a  Doe  from  the  hand  ^°^  ***  ^^^'^ 
of  the  hunter,  and  as  a  Bird  from  the  hand  of  the  fouler,  v^tj^erL 
/'7o.'/.<5«5«  For  as  a  Bird  taken  in  a  lin:>e-bui'h ,  fo  one  by 
dealingwith  the  Vfurer,  the  more  belnareth  and  en'tang- 
ieth  himfelfe. 

IX  Argument  for  vfiiry .    '  ' . 

J^ePjech^vrhichjigmfies  Fitingzfury  is  inlmfulLBut  toatl'h 
lejjevfurpinotfo, 

JTisthenaturebfallvfury  to  bite,  though  with  great  VLr^^entm 
difference  ;  fome  like  the  Englifh  Mastiue,fome  like  of  vfuryp.  $♦ 
thedcgge-flie  fome  fcarce  fcnfibly,-  and  therefore  notper-  ^U  Vfmy  bites 
ceiued  to  bc^  Hnne« 

Fifrt,  becaufe  many  are  content  to  moderate  them-  ^^    yf^^ 
feluesin  thisgaine,  and  thenjifitbea  finne,itisbuta  lit-  fcemcs  not  to 
tie  one ,  as  Let  fayd-  oVZoar,  Gen  jg.lO.Modicafnnt  <^U(Z  bite, 
p^rdfffttuos ;  they  be  thofc  little  ones  that  vndoe  vs.  A 
Woate  in  the  Eye  il  it  be  not  got  out  in  time,may  ^row  to 
a  pin  and  web  ;  and  a  mans  ccnfcience  may  iufterShip- 
wracke  afwell  vpon  a  Sand  as  vpon  a  Rocke. 

Secondly, it  is  not  eucr  fo  fenfible, becaufe  as  the  Vfurer 
moderating  himfelfedoth  not  f-eme  to  bite  the  borrov/er: 
i!b  the  borrower  relciuinghimfeifc  byothers^hathnocauic 

X  •  te 
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tocomplaine.  Yea,  many  borrowers  concurring  in  this 
praf^ife.by  their  multitudes,  areable  to  iway  and  inhance 
the  marketjin  Tuch  manner,  that  they  may  liue  themfelues 
and  pay  the  yfurer  befidcs.  So  th^t  in  conciufion  thofe  do 
all  let  vpon  the  Commonwealth:  which  being  a  great  b'^- 
dy,is  able  to  bearc  many  dogs,  before  (he  need  tocom- 
plaine :  and  feeling  the  wound  (  as  in  time  fhe  mnl^j  llie 

2\^k!iornm   knowethnot  well  of  whomto  complaine-  nurthcnibme; 

mambm       therefore  it  is  to  the  Commonwealth,  yet  'io  diiperfed.  ar 

grande  Una-  mongft  many,thatit  is  the  tefle  lenfible  ^  but  neucr  3;  wl^it 

tHTonHs^       the  more  allowable. 

For  thefe  and  the  like  caufes  the  biting  of  vfury  being 
fometimes  not  fo  lenfible  to  particular  perfons  ,  almighty 
God  in  his  wifedome  forefeeing  how  ready  men  vyould  be 
to  cauiil  at  the  Word  Nejhech^  hath  ofpurppfeexprcffcd 
his  meaning  more  fully  by  the  exegeticall  addition  of  an- 
other terme,  which  fimply  fignifieth  any  increafc  at  all. 
And  this  hath  he  done,  not  onely  in  the  comments  of  the 

Ezek,  18.17,    Prophets'  But  in  the  very  text  of  the  law  it  felfe ,  X^^if . 

Pro,^28,8^  25.36,  t/<?^<^r^ir//?,and the  37.  ^^^w^r^ir^^  :  .which  word, 
-i  alomon  forgctteth  not  to  adde:  for  Salomons  daics  being 
both  peaceable  and  rich  in  filuer  and  pold,mcn  would  be 
then  mere  ready  in  all  likelyhood  to  dcuife  any  cauiil,  or 
colour  to  maintaine  that  finne* 

Neyther  are  thefe  my  priuate  conief^iires ,  a^ainftthe 

groundleffe  diftinilion  of  biting  and  tooihle{fe  vfury ;  but 

,,..  ..    Mr.  CalHin  himfelfe  (  vpon  whom  they  feeme  to  relye  as 

on  of  bitin      ^  ehiefe  patron  of  vfury)  doth  not  onely  condemne  it  as 

aiVtoothklc  friuolous ;  but  addeth  further,  thatitwas  thc.purpofe 

viiiry  ground-  of  the  holy  Ghoft  ,  by  adding  that  other  word  to  preucnt . 

kile,  fuchcauils*  ^nis  homines  hac  tn  part»  mmiumfunt  accHti 

etverfatf,  et  excogitant  fubterfngia  ,  qHiym  crHdelixatem^ 
[nxmtegant ;  iAeo  addit:  et  incrHmentum  non  accefcrit :  be* 
cau(c,layth  Calmny  meninthis  kind  be  oueraccute  and 
fubtilc,  and  deuifc  cuafions  how  they  may  cunningly  coucr 
their  ecu  elty,th«rcfore  he  addeth  in  the  text,  Vfury  or  in- 
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creafc  And  for  the  diftin(5lion  it  felfe,  CalmM  hiscenfurc 
IS^Lndiint  homines  fuis  caHiUii^feddew  nott  admittit  tales 
'verfutiM'.  men  cauill  and  play  with  Words,  but  God  ad- 
mitteth  no  luch  .Tcights.  His  meaning  is  fimple  and  plaines , 
that  all  increase  abouc  the  prineipall  is  forbidden. 

t3  Argument  forvfury. 

If'"''-' 
yfury  is  forbidden  to  the fo^re^therefofe I'anfuU  towards 

the  rich, 

*4.nfwer, 

THis  cuafion  isvcryfriuolous:  for  I>^»f»23.i9.thereBb.I><?Mf«^flS 
is  no  mention  of  the  poore  ,  but  allvfury  is  forbid-' pf.ij.p.ioi, 
den  towardsa  brother,whetherhebe  rich  or  poore. 

2  By  the  fame  reafon  we  may  conclude ,  wrong  is  noc 
to  be  done  to  the  poore,  the  widow,  the  fatherleflej  or 
flranger ;  therefore  wrong  may  be  done  to  the  rich  ,  to  -^^        ^ 
the  married  wife,  to  the  children  that  haue  their  parents      *    *    *"' 
iiuing>&c. 
3  Or  when  «y<»/<'»w»  fayth,R6bbenotthepoorc,becaufe 
he  is  poore.wc  might  inferre ;  therefore  thou  may  ft  robbe 

the  richjbccaufc  he  isrich.         ^  ~ ^ .,  ,o  ^  .^^  -    j    .       J^c-wels 

God  in  the  lawes  of  vfury ,  did  fpecially,-  and  by  name  portions  of 
forbid  lending  in  that  manner  to  thcpoere,  for  two  re- f"'^^j*jj^3^V 

^Pe<^s.    ^  fwTrecothc 

1  To  Ihew  what  care  he  himlelfe  hath  ouerthem,  who  j  argumenr, 
are  commonly  and  vfually  neglected  of  men. 

2  Becaufe  the  poore  are  iooncft  and  eafieft  oppreffed 
of  the  rich,,  as  the  loweft  hedge  is  fooneftftepped  o- 
uer. 

5  If  the  law  of  lending  to  the  poore  without  vfury,fiionId 

'inferre  the  la wfulnefle  of  lending  to  the  rich ypon  vfu- 

ry ;  then  it  iseuidcnt  that  Gods  intendment  in  thofc  lawes 

for -the  benefit  of  the  poore  lliould  rather  prouc  a  hurc 

and  hinderance  vnto  them,becaufe  by  this  meanes  it  would 

La  come 
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!>;•  Alojfe^  come  to  paflc  that  the  poore  fliould  not  borrow  at  all , For, , 
'^fvlury;pi3  J.  who  will  lend  to  thepoore  for  nothing, that  might  kwful- 
Ly  lend  to  the  rich  for  vfury  ?  ofwhich  poynt  we  haue  (b 
lamentable  and  eujdent  experience  in  thefe  our  dayes,  as 
no  man,  no  not  the  vfurer  himfelfe  is  able  to  gaincfay 
it.  Yet  of  the  two  it  were  better  for  the  poore  man, 
that  he  Oiould  borrow  vpon  vfury,  tlien  that  he  {Lould 
■not  be  able  to  borrow  at  all :  now  borrow  at  all  he  fliall 
fiot ,  if  it  be  iawfull  to  lend  to  the  rich  forvfury ,  and 
not  vnto  him.  And^thereforeasonefayd,^4/f^///>*^/(!?^^ 
^Hx  corrumfit  textum:  accurfed  be  that  gloffe  or  commen- 
tary that  deftroyeth  the  text :  fo  may  I  fay  in  this  cafe,  e< 
uiill  fare  that  interpretation  which  oiieithroweth  theintenE 
and  purpose  of  the  Go.mmandemont.' 

14    Argument  for  vfury.  = 

Jilanj  bj  imflo^nient  ^f  momj  hnmc-d-  vpon  '^fuvf  haui 
grorvnerich.  .         ^  .  - 

TWlirnot  anfwcr  with  'Bafi^nxd^i  Jt  Ci^t  «j  ^j»»;yy»«''4«>7!i,that 
n^but  Ithinke  more  (fayth  hc)   hme come  io  the  heher-i 
bu  1 1  thinke  more  haueproucd  b^nekrupts.  l>'^.«j'/7/^«!l^atI^ 

Dr.  witfon  of  ^  pj-gt^y  ftory-to  thps  purpofe ,  not  vnwotthy  t!Te;remem*» 
y  urj-.p  .1  9.  .|jj;jj^g,^^  man  comming  into  a  cert-aineGhUrcb',  and- feeing 
Note-  ^^  fraught  full  of  Images  made  of  waxe,demanded-,  what 
might  be  the  ca'ufc  of-  fuch  an  vnwonted  ffght  ?  anfwec 
was  made ,  that  thofe  whom  thefc-  images(  did  reprefent 
were  eertaineperfons  which  on  a  time  were  faued  from 
drowning  by  calling  vpon  our  Lady-  Nay  then  (  quotb  he 
againe  )  where  be  the  Images  of  thole  f  I  pray  you )  -that 
called  vpon  our  Lady  i  andwere  drowned  notwithftan* 
ding  ?  So  fay  I  in  this  cafe.  If  any  man  will  fet  before  me 
thcinftanccs,  and  as  were  the  images  of  thofe,  who  tc4>ke 
vpii]Oney  on  v^ury ,  and  grew  rich  thereby :  I  would  de- 
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xnand  on  the  other  fide ,  that  he  (lievv  forth  the  hundred s^ 
and  thoufands  of  thofe ,  who  by  that  meancs  haue  vtterly 
impoueriflicd,  and  ouert]»rowne  their  ownc  cftate ,  they 
Will  be  found  to  be  without  all  comparifon* 
,.  2  Though  fome  for  a  time  may  feeme  to -be  rich  by  that 
which  they  hauc  borrowed  vpon  vfury ,  yet  vfury  at  the 
length  confu me th  them,  and  eatcth  them  vp. 

3  Neythei  doth  this  pr-ofperouscuent  of  the  borrower       t^ote' 
jjiftifee  the  contra^  of  vfury,  which  couenanteth  forgaine 
inotin  eucntum  lucri,  but  abfolutely ,  and  therefore  out  of 
his  loil'eas  well  as  out  of  his  gainc 

/^  And  laftly  I  addc,  that  themore  the  ijorrowcrisin-fc 
riched  by  this  mcanes,    the  more  the  Common-wealLh  is 
damnified-  For  whofoeuer  thriueth  by  occupying  money 
borrowed  vpon  vfury  5  he -hath  ropit^rhed  the  prices  of 
his  commoaitie ,  as  that  befidcs  a  competent  gaine  rayfed  *v-  ^. ,/'   >. 
fortheinaimenanceofhimfelfeand  hischarge,he  alfo  hath    r  }yj. '  j  f 
g^th^red  vp  an  ouerplusx)f^  tenth  part  for  the  vfurer.  And  °  ^  "'"J'-P'^"* 
tbu?;by  vfury  the  prices  of  all  commodities  are  cnhaunced, 
whiles  the  fellers ,  who  borrow  vpon  vfury  ,  if  they  will- 
thriue,  naufi  needs  make  the  buyers  to  pay  two  fhilling  in 
ihe  pound  more  then  otherwife  wcrefutScient*;  And  be-  Anfwcr  to  an 
(i^ufcttiey.Xvhictidoc  boiEOvy  vpon  vfury,  mufl  needs  fell  ^^'cftlon. 
for  fo-miich  %sthey  may  gaine  both  for  ihemfelues  and  tlie 
vfurer  S'Therefore  therein  doe  pitch  the  prices  of  their  com^ 
modities accordingly.  Otherwiie  they  which  trade  with 
money borxowedvponvfufycould  ncu9r£hj:iue;.b,ut  be^  ^'^»Dovpnam 
caufe  fometjiraes  they  doe  thriue  jit  is  euideht^   that  alj  i"  Ptif  p.sjf, 
of  the  fame  trades  doe.fo  pitch  t"heir  prices,   asi'fall  did  ^^^'" 
bo3n:pw  vpon  viijry. 
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Chap.  7. 
Vfurer s  muft  refent  of  their fimCyiind  make  refimtm. 


repent  of  tueir  ^\{<^  to  repent  thereof,  becaiife  they  that  pnt  forth  their 


Vfurers  muft      A  S  forthofevvhohauepra^^ifeci  this  finnc,  their  duty 
repent c*^ ''"*"■    *^  '  •  "    '  ^    .         .  -      .     .    / 


money  to  vfury  fliall  not  dwell  in  the  Mountaineof  Gods 
holineHe,  namely,  vnlefle  they  repent.  And  againe  Ez,e^, 
18-  He  that  putteth  forth  to  vfury  and  takech  tncreafe  h6 
fhall  not  Hue,  but  die  the  death ,  vix, :  vnlefle  he  repenc 
and  turne  firom  his  wiekedneffe  ;  for  that  condition  is  to 
be  vnderftood  by  warrant  of  the  Lords  owne  exposition , 
i^^ff^.i  8.14,1 5,^1  ♦ 
^KDewftam  ^°w  vnto  Repentance,  befides^  the  inward  loathing  of 
in  pfi^.p.  2  iz  ^^^  ^""^  *"^  forrow  conceiued  for  it ,  is  required  (as  that 
513.  *  teftimony^ of ^^)^35. 14.15.  Plainelyflieweth)  both  a 
defiftingfromthepra&iccof  v^ry  ,  and  a  rcftitution  of 
that  which  hath  beene  gotten  by  vfury,  with  the  haripc  of 
of  others.  For  the  firft  :  it  is  the  cxpreffe  Conamand^m^t 
of  God  by  the  Apoftlc,t/7A4.28,  Let  him  that  ftole,fteale 
no  more :  and  by  Nehemiah  more  particularly  in  tWs  eaft 
of  vfury  Chaf^^'i  o-Let  vs  ceafe  firom  this  burthen  ;  rheari- 
ing  vfury  *  forfaking  of  finne  acdompanieth  fbrgioirig  6f 
finne  :  Prou^i^  ig-Neythermay  wethinkcthatGod  rd- 
mittcth  thofe  finnes,  which  w  e  our  felues  rctainc* 

Now  vpon  this  forfaking  of  finne,  will  follow  the  (e- 

^.  J,    cond  duty  of  repentance ,  namely  ref^itution ,  as  ane- 

mak^eOim,  ^^^^"^y  conicquent  thereof,  which  reftitutiori  whofbeucc 

tion  elfc,     '  maketh  not ,  being  able  to  reftore  ,  ht  neyther  hath  vn- 

I  Ng  rcpen-  fained  repentance  of  his  finne,  nor  any  found  afTurance 

tance.  of  the  forgiuenefTe  thereof.   He  hath  not  repentance  :  foe 

he  doth  notforfakethe  finne  of  theft  and  vfury ,  that  con- 

tinueth  in  it ,  and  he  continueth  therein  that  doth  not 

make  reftitution.    For  fo  oft  as' a  man  remembreth ,  that 

whatfocuer  he  hath  vniuflly  gotten  by  vfury,  or  any  other 

kind  of  theft,  to  the  damnifying  of  others,  is  not  his 

owne. 
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owne,  but  theirs  vvhona  He  hath  wronged,  and  yet  re- 
fufeth  (  being  ab^e.)  to  reilbrc  the  fame  ,  fo  often  he  Si  m  alltna 
commiitcth  thcft.Therefore  AngHfime  fayth,  that  men  doe  p^fop^er  qtam 
not  repent  indeed,  but  countecfeit  repentance  Jf  when  they  P^^'^'^^'*^  ^fi  ^ 

II  /-»  I  ^  J  I  -I  I  '«'»   ^^ddt    t)Ofm 

are  able  to  rettoi  e  other  mens  goods ,  whercm  they  haue  p  ^^  redditur 
offended,  they  do  not  rertorcthem  non  agmr  pa- 

hs he  hath  not  repentance  which  maketh  not  reftitution,  ^itentia ,  fed 
if  he  be  able,  fo  neytherhath  he  any  found  affuranceof  re-M^**** 
mifiion.  It  is  a  true  laying  of -/^^^a^/W,  N'onremitti  pec  afl-urance"of 
catumyftifirejiituatur  abUtHnty  that  the  linne  is  not  remit-  rcmiffi  n. 
led  ,  vnleffc  that  which  hath  beene  vniuftly  taken ,  be  re-  Epift.  54.  a^ 
flored,  namely,if  the  party  be  able  to  redore :  for  whiles  ^aced; 
a  man  continueth  in  his  finne,  he  cannot  beleeue  the  for- 
giuen^ffe  thereof,  and  he  continueth  therein,  vntill  hee 
make  reftitution.  To  reftore  is  to  ceafe  from  dping  wrongs 
therefore  hee  that  fhall  not  reftore,  doth  not  ceafe  from 
the  wrong. 

But  it  is  further  tobcconfidered,  to  whom  and  when 
this  reftitution  is  to  bemade ,  and  how  farre  forth. 

1  To  whom  ?  Siarely  to  him  that  hath  fuftained  loffe  or  To  whom  vfu. 
harme  thereby ,  Lemt.S'y*  Numb.^^j.^*  ThatiSjCyther  reis  muft  rc- 
tothevfeoftheDebtourifhehathbeenebittenjOrtopub- ^ore,  ; 

Jike  and  godly  vfcs,  if  the  Corrtmon -wealth  hath  beene 
endamaged' 

2  When  ?  So  fooneas  thou  dcfireft  remifirionofthy  fin,  a  When,  • 
and  reconciliation  with  God  for  fothe  Lord  hath  exprefle- 

ly  commanded.  Numb.  5.6.7.8. Zr«/i.6.2.3. 4.5.6,7. z//^, 
Thatthefinnefirftmuft  beconfeffed  to  God  :  Secondly, 
reftitution  is  to  be  made  to  the  party  offended,  the  Tatne 
(day  that  thou  feekeft  reconciliation  with  God  ,  if  not  be- 
fore; and  Thirdly  a  facrifice  was  to  be  offered,  &c.  The 
equity  whereof  remaineth  vnto  vs ,  that  in  the  third  place 
we  fliould  call  vpon  God  for  the  forgiuenefle  ofour  finne, 
dcfiring  him  for  and  by  the  fuflficient  facrifice  of  Chrift 
(  which  was  prefigured  by  the  facrificcs  of  the  Law  )  to 
forgiije  our  finne  Many  w  ill  feeme  to  iecke  reconciliation 

with  ■  ■  . 
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with  God  ,  but  neuer  thihke  of  making  amends  to  their 
brother  olfended .  But  our  Sauiour  Chrift  teacheth  vs  ano- 
ther leffony^at.<^,2^,  24. 
How   farre         How  farre  forth  is  this  reftltution  to  be  made^  that  is; 
forth  this  rejof  whatvfuryjandofhowrouch  ? 
ftitutiau  is  co      ^»/".  Notof  meutall  vfury,  where  gaine  for  loane  is 
ht  tnide,        intended  onely  and  expefled  :  for  howfoeucr  that  intent 
corrupteth  the  ?6l  of  lending ,  yet  it  polluteth  not  the  free 
-  gift  of  the  borrower  .which  is  voluntarily  giuen  in  teftimony 
of  thankfulnelfe.  Andthercforeitbindeth  not  the  lender, 
for  reftitutionto  be  made  to  the  neighbour  whom  he  hath 
not  wronged,  but  to  repentance  toward  God. 
And  of  bow       For  the  quantity  ;  fo  much  at  thdealt  is  to  bercfto- 
tnuch?  red  as  hath  bcene  gotten  by  vfury  with  thi:harme  of  others: 

or  if  the  offender  bee  not  able  to  reilore  fo  much  ,  yec 
be  muftreftorcfo  much  as  he  is  able.  The  Lord  in  his  Law 
,  commandeth  ,  that  the  offender  ihould  rertore  the  whole 
fumme  ,  and  alfo  adde  a  fift  part  vnto  it  j  Leuit.6.^, 
JVfimL'^.  7.'  6i  Zacheus ,  toi  telHfie  his  repentance,  pro-' 
mifeth  foure  fold  :  that  thofe  men  may  know  how  farre  they 
be  from  true  repenrance  who  will  rellorc  nothing  at  all. 

If  any  fiiall  thinke  or  fay ,  Durffs  eH  hie  Sermo,  this  is 

a  hard  or  hatfh  Do£lrine  ,  which  is  not  fb  cftcemed  va  re« 

fped  of  other  kinds  of  theft  :  I  Anfwer  ,  the  harder  this' 

Note.      L)o6lrinc  feemeth  to  Vfurers  then  to  other  Theeucs  and 

Vfurers  worfc    jobbers ,  the  more  defperate  is  their  eftatc  then  of  others. 

then  othtr  ,  And  this  may  be  another  argument  toaggrauate  the  grie- 

Thecues.         uoufneffe  of  this  finnCj  that  whereas  other  Theeues  and 

(a)Dj(^s  of  r:.  robBers ,  ifoncethey  bedifcouered  ,  acknowledge  their 

Mr^rS'^!  ^^"^'■'   ^"^    ^^^  willing  to  make  reftitution  ,   Vfiirers 

Scr'moo  vpoa  though  conuinccd  of  this  fmne,  yet  rtand  in  defence  there* 

vfury  aod  in  ofand  thinke  not  themfelucs  bound  to  make rcftitution. 

h-s  Sermon  of      I  co'uld  with  much  facility  ,  confirme  the  iudgemenc 

zj£:&,'tfj   ion-  ^p  ^f^-g  j-euei^end  Father ,  by  the  concurrence  of  a  world 

BbV^Ki^'  o'l   of  teftimonies  ;  but  becaufe  the  poynt  is  already  dif- 

io;;.i6.Ch^j,8..  coucred  tobca  manifefttruthplwlli  but  (*)name iome of 

f  '    '"  "  them, 
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them  that  require  Vfurers  to  ma1ie  reftitmioHj  and  prefcrre 
to  the  Vfurers confi deration  ,  thciudgement  ofa  molt 
learned  and  iudicious  Doilor* 

TvTveb  pofitions  of  vliiry  p.^S.^p^r.  Philips  Sermons 
ri,^%'^h*SAnds  in  Sermon  vpon,Z,«i^f  i*']^'1'f.y[}. Rogers 
ftrange  vineyard  p.3i  3  ♦Bb.  ■^fB'tf//,  vpon  i  Thejf'^^i^j* 
Ferki^i  vol'2«p.  1^7. 

If  vfury  be  an  vnlawfull  trade,  as  hath  beenc  fufficient-  Dr.  swith  m 
ly  proued  before  ;  then   it  will  follow  ,    that  what  is  ^^'l^'^o"  *«* 
wrongfuUygottcnmuftbereftoredhome,  and  reftitution  "'"*""*  P**^?** 
be  made  ofthe  wrong  done.  So  Zacheus  profeflethto  re-  Vfurers  to.rc- 
compencefourc  fold  what  he  deceitfully  had  gotten  ;  the  ^^^' 
word  is  [  'ffi-Kot^vTuott  ]  taken  from  fuch  as  among  the 
^themtans  difccuered  thofe  which  carryed  out  figs,which 
was  forbidden, (they  being  had  their  in  great  price,)  and  fo 
the  Word  is  generally  applied  to  thole ,  that  accufe  others 
wrongfully,  and  forge  any  cauiilation  againl^  them,  in  like  .,,. 
manner  Vfurers  ha uetrickes,  and  deuices  to  enwrap  and  jji^^^j^g^g^., 
entangle  their poore  debtors.  UHgle   their 

And  if  they  will  with  -Zr^^/^^w/become  the  children  of  debters. 
AbrahAWy  they  muft  make  reftitution  of  their  vnconfcion- 
ablevfury:  fowasit  decreed  in  a  gcnerall  counfell,  Pajfef-  Councells  Jc. 
Jiones  (jua  de  Vfuris  comfarata  junt ,  'Vendi  dehent^tfpre'  ^^^^^  rcflitu; 
tU  his ^ex^dihusvfHrtt  extort ce  funt  ^refcitHt  j  pofleiTicns  "*^"V 
gotten  by  v(iiry,muft  be  fold,  and  the  price  giuen  to  them , 
ofwhomthe  vfury  was  extorted  ;X'4/rr4M.  Part.i^-c.j.and 
AHgiSine  alfo  would  haue  vfury  reftored '^g^'Vi  onme^quod 
male  fejjtaetur^  aliennm^y  beciuic  euery  thing ,  which 
is  ill  poffeffed,  belongeth  to  another ;  Eptfl.$^, 

But  here  in  this  cafe  of  vfury  ,  thefc  cautions  muft  beS5'"°"j^''''' 
Gbferued.  ^  °^^^^"^'*' 

I  Thateuery  thing  gotten  by  money  cannot  be  reftorcd , 
but  onely  thofe  things  •  ^^orttm  vfus  non  eH  eonfumptio, 
which  arc  not  confumed  in  the  vfe,  asHoufe,  Lands,  but 
meat  apparell,  which  confume  in  the  vfe,cannot  be  refla- 
ted, but  the  v^lue  of  them. 

M  2  Befides 
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3.  Befides the  vfury  money,  fomcthing  may  begotten 
human  a  ^  induftria  ,  hy  hiimamtpidu^ry  aad  forthaC  re- 
flitntionisnotto  bcmade. 

3.  And  iFthe  lender  be  damni^tdiJ'erdilatiefiem^yihQ 
detayning  of  his  money  j  of  that  alfo  aconfidcrationmuft 
be  had. 

4.  And  all  thepriceofthe  Houfe  and  ground  is  not  to  be 
xcftorcd  5  but  Secundum  qnantitatem  vfnra  ;  according  to 
the  quantity  of  the  vfury  receiued»To  this  purpofe,v^^«#». 
2»2p.i8.  art.  5. 

5.  AddehereuntOj  ifthe  parties  be  not  lining  of  whom 
the  vfury  was  taken  :  then  reftitution  muft  be  made  to  his 
heyresjand  next  of  his  kindred^and  for  want  of  them  tobe 
giuen  to  pious  vfcs  according  to  the  LaWjA/^aw^.  5 ,8.  And  - 
fo the  Canon  iS'^ljii  vfnras  receperitst,  cogendi  fnnt ^fub p<tm. 
»a  SxcempiHnicatiofiU^ijs  aefHibHsextorrferHntyVelharedibus 
reBkueu,  they  which  hauerecciued  vfury,  are  to  be  com- 
pelled vnder  paine  of  excommunication  to  reftore  them  to 
fuch  ,  from  whom  tliey  extorted  it  ,  or  to  their  heyrcs^ 
LaterAnen[,ib$d*  vbifufr* 

Conclpifion, 
"-  Clira3o,  18    Now  the  good  Lordpardoneuery  Vfurer,thatprepareth 
^^'  his  heart  to  leeke  God^thc  Lord  God  of  his  fathers,though 

he  be  not  clcanfed  according  to  the  purification  of  the 
.„  San(5Vuary  .The  good  Lord  open  their  cyes,andturne  them 

^*  *  *  from  darkencffe  to  light,and  from  the  power  of  Satan  vnto 
God :  that  they  may  receiue  forgiuenefie  ofiinncs,and  in- 
heritance among  them  which  are  fanif^ified  by  faith  that 
IsinGhrift. 

Now  the  GodsfpedCffj  that  brought  againefrom  tf^e  dead 

om  Lord  lefpts^that  great  Shepbeardofthejheepe,throtighthe 

H^bjj.iaaz.  hhodofthe  eMerlafimgcouenant,  make  them perfeSt  ineuery 

goodvporketo  doe  his  willyivorkin^  in'ihem  that  which  Is  -well 

pleaJi»gifihiiJtghtythfoHgh  lefus  Chrifl^owhom  htgUrjfor 

-fmr  andefi€t,^men. 

Barnard.  Serm-  61*  in  Cant. 
^.  tJ^mtHrnmcum  mtferati^Demjnio 
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Mx,  George  fvhhrs, 

TO  malce  of  griping  vfury  their  Ifrade 
among  the'  rich.  No  Icruple  now  is  made 
In  any  place.  For  euery  Country-village 
hath  now  fome  vfnry,  as  well  as  tillage. 
Yea  they  that  lending  moft  of  all  detcft 

though  but  for  toUerated  intereth 
Doe  nathlefle  take  thole  annuities 

which  often  proues  the  bitingft  vfuries ; 
By  nature  money  no  increafe  doth  bring, 

moft/hcrefore  thinke  it  a  prodigious  thing 
That  money  put  to  loane,fhould  bring  in  gaine. 

yet  fomeof  thefe  by  pra6lice  doe  maintayne 
As  monftrousvfucics:  and  nought  at  all 

are  touched  in  their  confciencc  thercwithall. 
In  vfury  of  Cattell  or  of  Leafes 

we  may  disburfeour  money  forincreaies 
More  biting  farre  then  thofe  who  dare  to  take 

who  by  meere  lending  doe  aduantage  make 
As  money  naturally  produccth  nought, 

fojby  the  earth  fmall  profit  forth  is  brought  .* 
Vntiil  both  coft  and  labout  wc  beftow, 

for  little  elfe,but  thornes  and  wcedcs  will  grow* 
The  Landlord,  therefore,  here  1  dare  auer, 

to  be  no  Idfc  a  griping  Vfurer, 
Then  is  the  money  maftcr ;  if  he  breake 

the  rule  of  Chriftian  charity ,and  take 
More  profit  then  his  Tenant  can  afford, 

and  fuch  asthefe,  arc  hated  of  the  Lord. 
Of  Vfurers  there  arc  fome  other  forts 

whokeepe  no  certainc  place ,  but  both  in  Court^a 
In  Cities,  and  in  Cauntry-townes  they  dwell, 

and  in  tiie  iricke  of  griping  they  excell ; 
There  be  of  thefe,  that  Vfe  for  filencc  take 

fon;e  oiher s^  an  Vfurious  profic  make. 

Of 
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of  their  authoritics,and  doe  aduance 
their  wealth  by  giuing  others  countenance: 
Their  carriages theirneyghhours  fetch  and  bring 
they  haue  theicfeed  time,  and  their  harueftiog 
Difpatchtalmort  for  nothing :  fuch  as  thcie 
are  many  of  our  Country  I uftices-^ 
Some  by  another  engine  proirt  catch, 

they  muft  be  pray  a  and  pdied  for  difpatch 
Yea  Clerkes,  and  many  of  other  officers 
are  greater  and  more  hateful!  Vfurers, 
Then  they  that  moft  are  haied  for  that  crime 

fince  thefe  doe  often  for  a  litUetime 
Which  they  delay  vniuftly  take  what  may 
of  no  meane  fumme,  the  annuall  inrereft  pay. 
Thefe  men  are  cruell.-  and  yet  worfebyfarre, 

moft  Trcafurcrs,  and  their  pay-mafters  are 
For,  that  which  due  vnto  vs  doth  remaine 

they  doc  not  onely  ouerlong  detaine, 
Butj  oft,  of  euery  hundred,  twenty  take, 

ere  payment  of  our^owne ,  toys,  they  make 
They  muft  haue  bribes,  their  wiues  muft  haue  Car ochcff, 

or  horlCjCrlewels,  after  which  encroches 
Their  feruants  alfo,  for  fome  other  dues 

(as the^  pretend) which  if  we  doe  refufe 
'fo  pay  vnio  them ,  twife  as  much  we  lecfcj 
;  this  tricke  enricheth  alfo*   Referres 
In  Chancery,  and  in  fome  other  Courts 

and  this  or  makes ,  or  marreth  moft  reports: 
This,  is  that  common  cheat ,  and  nieanes  by  which 

meane  officers  fo  fpcedily. grow  rich. 
Although  they  giue  large  lncomes,by  this  W3y 

their  wiues  fo  on  a  fudden  grow  fo  gay. 
That  were  but  Kitchin-mayds  few;  ycares. before 

yea  many  in  the  blood  of  Orphanes  poore 
Haue  dide  their  gownes  in  Scarlet  by  fuch  courfes 

and  clothd  and  (tdi  themfelucs  with  widowes  curies* 

^€org€  Withers* 
FINIS. 
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